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PRE FACE. 

1 ME editor of the French edition 
ſays, theſe Memoirs were tranſlated- 
| from the Perſian by an Engliſp gen- 
tleman, to whom they were communicated 
by the firſt ſecretary of ſtate at paban; and 
makes an apology for his not being able in 
the French to reach the beauty, purity and 
ſpirit of the Engliſb verſion. 25 

Confident of ſucceſs, he further remarks, 
that to beſpeak the favour of the publick for 
his labours, would be to queſtion its penetra- 
tion; he, therefore, only deſires that the 
reader would make uſe of his own judgment. 
What reception they will have here, may 
be conjectur'd from the reputation they have 
gain'd abroad, which will appear from the 
notice taken of it in private letters, and the 
following opinion of a publick writer. 

* Though the author, by way of precau- 
tion, lays his ſcene in Aſia, it is really in 
the center of Europe, and exhibits a moſt 
agreeable view of the principal events for 
twenty five years paſt.----His ſtyle is free, 
his characters bold, his narration of facts 
ſincere and impartial ; . and he not only 
diſcovers the ſprings and ſecret intrigues 
which have occaſioned the preſent trou- 
bles, but draws to the lite the perſons con- 
cerned in them.“ 
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However 


Ae 
However, this little work, as every other 
that makes its way in the world, has not e- 
ſcaped, objections ſome of which are ſingular. 
It is remarked (in the lat Bibliotheque Rai- 
ſonnee) with great ſagacity, that the author 
has omitted ſeveral b. ages of ſecret hiſtory,* 
and given many alrcauy known.---But may 
not this be objected to the largeſt folio that 
ever appeared? It is obvious,the author's de- 
ſign was only to ſtate a ſeries of facts, in 
order to introduce and heighten his charac- 
ters, which may be call'd Portraits in Mini- 
ature of the principal perſons in Europe; 
and if they have not always a juſt reſem- 
blance, it is even acknowledged by the critic 
himſelf, that they are bold and lively, and 
touch'd in a maſterly manner. | 
He is alſo accuſed of partiality, but as 
this charge is made from oppoſite quarters, 
it cannot be of great force. And, indeed, of 
whatever country we ſuppoſe this writer, he 
muſt be acquitted of prejudice, ſince he 
treats the princes of each with equal free- 
dom, though, as it appears, not with equal 
knowledge. 


*The critic thinks the following ſtory in — 
ſhould not have been omitted. M. Chauwvelin, ha- 
« ving a memorial to return to Ld Waldgrave, theBri- 
1% gib embaſſador, which contained ſome complaints 
from the merchants, by miſtake gave that miniſter a 
« plan for placing the Pretender on the throne of E- 
& /and; ſoon after finding the grand error which he 
&« had dommited, he returned in haſte to the embaſſador, 
« who wasſo complaiſant, or rather imprudent, at his 
* requeſt, to reſtore the paper.“ 


SECRET MEMolRS, Sc. 
Hx reign of Sh Abbas I. who juſtly 
| ; obtained the title of Great, is one of 
the moſt ſhining in the Perſian hiſto- 
ry. He died at a great age, leaving for ſuc- 
ceſſor a grandſon, yet an infant, and unhappi- 
ly the only remainder of a numerous family. 
This young prince, called Sha Sephi, had by a 
ſingular providence eſcap'd the fad fate of his 
father, brothers and uncles, whom death had 
haſtily carry*d off, in the flower of their age. 
As he was of a weak conſtitution, he had been 
delicately educated by the women, till at 
ſeven years of age he was put into the hands 
of men. But by both, more care was taken 
to preſerve his health than to inſtruct him 
in the art of governing, or in forming 
his mind; indeed as his life was the ſole 
hope and ſupport of that vaſt empire, theſe 
motives appeared ſufficient to ſpare him the 
dry ſtudy of politicks, and the diſtaſte that 
inſeparably attends it. 
bHSba Abbas, before his death, had the pre- 
caution to ſettle by his will the manner in 
which he deſigned affairs ſhould be managed 
during the minority of his grandſon. By this 
regulation he entirely excluded from power 
his nephew Ali Homajon, a prince of a ſupe-. 
rior genius, and poſſeſſed of all the quali- 
ties neceſſary to rule a great monarchy, and 
| ww in 
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in his place committed the care of the go- 
vernment to prince Soliman, a ſon he had by 
a favourite ſlave, whom he loved tenderly ; 
nor was this prince unworthy his father's 
confidence, being by his genius and know- 
ledge no way inferior to Ali Homajou. Yet 
we may ſay that a blind parental fondneſs, 
Jajaed to an old pique which Sha Abbas, on 
a ſlight cauſe, conceived againſt his nephew, 
had ſhut this monarch's eyes againſt the rights 
of nature and blood. Thus Sha. Abbas 
thought to exert even after death that abſolute. 
power, which he had exerciſed without reſiſt- 
ance living. Alas! how mendecerivethemlſelves! 
The ſame moment deſtroyed both him and 


his authority. His will was cancelled, and J 


if the ambition of Ali Homajou had no ſhare 
in this great event, the ſucceſs of it may at 
leaſt be aſcribed to his profound policy and 
addreſs. This piece of hiſtory is ſingular 
enough to merit the reader's attention. 
The authority of the Sophies is boundleſs : 
they have power of life and death over their 
' ſubjects, and no princes on earth are ſo ab- 
ſolutely and ſo implicitly obeyed. But in 
caſe of minority, the laſt will of the deceaſed 
monarch muſt beconfirmed by the princesand 
grandees of the empire, and by the Divan- 
Begbi, who is the chief juſtice, as well as by 
the reſt of the members of that venerable 
body. For this purpoſe an aſſembly is held 
in preſence of the young Spbi, in which 7 
Wi 
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will is audibly read, confidered and exami- - 
ned, and by this council (which repreſents 
the nation) either authoriſed or annulled: ſuch 
is the conſtitution of the ſtate. Ali Homa- 
jou, who. was no ſtranger to this, and who, 
as firſt prince of the blood, held the fore- 
moſt rank in this illuſtrious council, was not 
idle. Either by himſelf, or by his favourites 
he ſounded the chief lords, and the moſt con- 
{iderable of the court ; promiſes, threats, pre- 
ſents, perſuaſions .were all employed to gain 
ſome, and intimidate others. Every thing 
conſpired to anſwer his withes, and the day 
of meeting was to Ali Homajou a day of 
triumph. As he was a great maſter of elo- 
quence, he made a florid ſpeech on the right 
which his birth gave him to the regency; a 
right which, he proved, the deceaſed Sophz 
could not alienate to his prejudice ; after 
which artfully and ſlightly paſſing over his 
perſonal merit, he left it to the aſſembly to 
decide between him and his competitor. All 
the ſuffrages united in his favour, the will 
of Sha Abbas was let aſide, and Ali Homajou 
unanimouſly declared regent of the kingdom, 
and guardian to the young S Sephi. | 

This act of policy and power united was fol- 
lowed by regulations, councils and promoti- 
ons, in which the creatures of Ali Homajou, 
and ſuch as did not oppoſe him, had the beſt 
ſhare, and prince Soliman with his adherents 
and favourers were baniſhed. It was certain- 
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ly a happineſs for the kingdom that things 
took this turn, for by it all motives of 


jealouſy and diſſenſion, (evils always dan- 
gerous in a minority) were removed. The 


people ſubmitted the more readily, as they 
ſaw the power in the hands of a prince whoſe 
right to it, and capacity to govern well, were 
univerſally acknowledged. 

The firſt care of Ali Homajou was to ex- 
amine into the ſtate oi the finances, which he 
found in terrible diſorder. Sh Abbas by 
his long wars had exhauſted his treaſury, and 
contracted immenſe debts with the Armeni- 
ans, both natives and foreigners, who had 
advanced him conſiderable ſums for the ſup- 
port of his numerous armies. There was a 


neceſſity of clearing theſe demands, and the 


kingdom was by no means in a condition ta 
anſwer them. The provincial governors, 


who in the late reign had been accuſtomed 


from time to time to ſend the king large pre- 
ſents, eſpecially in roupies of gold, were no 
longer able to furniſh their contingents. The 
lands lay waſte and uncultivated, commerce 


was ata ſtand, and public credit quite ſunk ; 


in a word,the kingdom ſeemed in a moſt dan- 
ous criſis. However, as the ſtate enjoyed 
profound peace, Ali Homajou flattered him- 


ſelf that in a few years he ſhould be able to 
re-eſtabliſh the finances, which, without diſ- 


pute, merit the chief care of a ſovereign. 


But as this diſorder in the funds had commu- 
nicated 
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nicated itſelf to other branches of the admini- 
ſtration, the regent found himſelf extremely 
perplexed. He ſpent great part of his time 
in forming ſchemes, which required a capa- 
city and patience like his own,to conceive and 
execute. He left part of public affairs, eſpe- 
cially particular details, to an eunuch called 
Ruſtan, who for ſome years had the ſuper- 
intendance of his Harem; a man of an ob- 
ſcure birth, of a middle ſize, who had a diſ- 
agreeable and mean look, and a forbidding 
manner; without religion, or any merit, but 
a ſkill in intrigue, by which he knew daily 
how to procure women of all ranks for his 
maſter's pleaſures. This employ, (which the 
difficulty of. finding all the youth, charms 
and wit, which this prince required in a mi- 
ſtreſs, together with his extream fickleneſs, 
made no eaſy taſk,) had acquired Ruſtan ſuch 
a confidence and authority with his lord, that 
he often took the liberty to refuſe, with the 
greateſt haughtineſs, and moſt indecent lan- 
guage, ſuch favours or places as the prince 
had granted. An excels of goodneſs ren- 
dered Ali Homajou blind to the impertinent 
conduct of a ſlave, whom, no doubt, he de- 
ſpiſed, but Ruſtan by his uncommon talent for 
procuring pleaſure had made himſelf neceſſarx 
to his maſter who raiſed him, more through 
complaiſance than judgment, to poſts which 
rendered him contemptible, *the more emi- 
nent they were, 
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[6] 
- Rica and Haſſein, (of whom we ſhall ſpeak 
more hereafter) had each * ſeveral de- 


partments. | 
The war- office was under FEY ds af 


Thben, a man whoſe capacity was no way e- 


ual to fo extenſive an employment, and who 
had been raiſed to this poſt by the influence of 
the women. He was otherwiſe well-beloved, 
being good-natur'd, generous, and of an 
obliging diſpoſition. His predeceſſor in this 
poſt was Akabar, who had juſtly obtain'd 
a high reputation, and was daily regretted on 
account of his merit, experience, and affa- 
bility to the ſoldiery, whom he ſtudied to 


ſerve, and yet more for his misfortunes. Ali 


 Homajou had caus'd him to be arreſted, as 


guilty of ſome miſmanagements ; but not- 
withſtanding a long and ſevere impriſonment, 
and a deſign to ruin him, plainly diſcover'd 

the zeal with which his proceſs was car- 
ried on, and that of his pretended accom- 
plices, they could find no reaſon to puniſh 
him but by exile, and even in that ſentence 
his judges were tax*d with too great partia- 
lity for his enemies. 

The adminiſtration of juſtice way com- 


| mitted t6 Ibrahim, a man of the greateſt 


learning in Perſia, and who had a long time 


held the poſt of Deroga with high reputa- 


tion. His merit alone had raiſed ina to the 


charge of Divan-Beghi, which he held with 
the office of Keeper of the Sophi's Great Seal. 


An uncommon. example, and the more glo- 


171 

rious for Ibrahim, as his advancement was ge- 
nerally applauded! What might not the pub- 
lick hope from a magiſtrate who begun ſo 
well, whoſe genius was maſterly, whoſe in- 
tegrity uncorrupted, whoſe zeal for the pub- 
lick welfare was ardent, and who to the pro- 
foundeſt knowledge in the laws join'd the 
greateſt experience in the adminiſtration of 
juſtice? His firſt conduct gave the people 
the higheſt expectations of him. At the time 
when all things yielded to Ali Homajou, it 
was aſtoniſhing to ſee Ibrahim alone, tho? 
he owed his elevation to the prince, op- 
poſe his commands with unmovable firm- 
neſs in whatever he thought prejudicial to 
the publick good. Baniſhment was the con- 
ſequence of this oppoſition; a baniſhment in- 
finitely honourable to him ! Too happy and 
too great, if he had known how to bear his 
diſgrace ! But either too ſoon diſguſted with 
obſcurity, or moved on the one hand by the 
flattering hopes given him by the court, and 
on the other by the deſire of raifing his 
family, he was gain'd over, and ſacrificed to 
trivolous motives the glory he had fo dearly 
purchaſed. He was re-eſtabliſhed only in 
his place of Chief Fuſtice ; but either chfecbled 
by age or his own reflections, he was, in the 
fequel, a man little regarded, weak; irreſo- 
lute, wholly taken up in n formalities and punc- 
tilios, determining no affair, through too 


icrupulous an examination, and as much diſ- 
clteem- 
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eſteemed as he had been admired. He ſeems 


ed wholly governed by his Son, whoſe hazar- 
dous projects, and violent counſels expoſed 


his father to embroil the royal authority, and 
dignity of his place with the members of ju- 


ſtice of the ſecond order, who believing the 
court could not ſupport itſelf without them, 
had preſumed to oppoſe their bead with a miſ- 


taken obſtinacy, to which at laſt they fell 


themſelves the victims. 
Ibrahim's places had on his diſgrace been 
given to Daracha, a man of birth, genius 


and capacity, but otherwiſe rough and in- 


tractable ; qualities which fuited well with 
his withered, black complexion, and a for- 
bidding phyſiognomy, but which were not 
natural to him, for he was naturally gay 


and polite. He had a long time been , 
Grand Cadi; a poſt which required a ſo- 


lemn and grave appearance, and he had ſo ac- 
cuſtomed himſelf to it, that he could not well 
throw it off. 

When Ibrahim, after his recall, was * 
red to his poſt of Deroga, Ali Homajcu 
thought proper to continue Daracha in the 
office of Keeper of the Sophi's Great Seal, a 
place both of confidence and profit, which 


Ibrahim did not ſee himſelf deprived of, 


without chagrin. But the regent willing to 
ſhow the Divan-Begbi the danger of diſplea- 
ſing the great, intended this mutilation of his 


poſt as a continuation 1 of Ibrahim's puniſhment, 
which 


9 1. 


which he had time enough to think on, for 


the Great Seal was not reſtored to him again 
till ſixteen years after the death of Ali 
Homaj ou. 


Darac ha, who died a little before this 


prince, was ſucceeded by Fazel, the grandſon 
of a merchant who had enriched himſelf by 
trade. Fazel was a man conſummate in the 
knowledge of all the branches of the reve- 
nue, and whatever related to the finances, 
but of too narrow a genius to make a mini- 
ſter of ſtate. He was always of the opinion 
which he thought would pleaſe, and only re- 


garded on the account of his fon Aldalla, who 


was firſt ſecretary of ſtate, and a very inge- 
nious man, beloved by the nation, honour- 
ed by foreigners, befriended by Ali Homajou, 
one who fill'd his poſt with diſtinction, and was 
both a great politician, and a worthy man. Un- 
der the adminiſtration of the Athematdoulet I. 


. mael-Be (whom we ſhall have occaſion to men- 


tion — the cuſtody of the Sophr's ſeal 

being taken from Fazel, his ſon Abdoul, 
& whoſe merit and credit ſupported him, was 

ſo touch'd at the diſgrace, that he had the 
weaknels to reſign his ſecretaryſhip. From 
chat moment both the father and fon ſunk 
into univerſal oblivion (an accident common 
at courts) and were reduced to an obſcurity, 
the more painful, as they had ſeen themſelves 
before courted and adored. This threw. 


them into a mutual melancholy, which quick- 


ly brought them to the grave. The 


1 RE OY "SRI 3 * 8 * 


The reader may perhaps accuſe us for not 
exactly following the order of time and af- 
fairs, but we judged it proper for his conve- 
nience to give at one view all that relates to 
the ſame perſon, or that is connected with 
the ſame fact, in order to avoid repetitions, 


and the confuſion which attends the inter- 


rupting the narration of events. Such is the 
method we have laid down in this work; 
if the reader thinks it wrong, we ask his 
pardon. | 


Ali Homajou ſet apart the mornings for 
audiences and buſineſs, and aſſigned the 
reſt of the day to his pleaſures, which were 
often protracted deep in the night. Then 
ſhut up in his Harem with the moſt beautiful 
women, and ſome lords whom he admitted 
to his confidence, he paid himſelf in luxury 3 
and debauchery for the fatigues of ſtate. as 
I have no deſign to repreſent him but as a 
ſtateſman, I ſhall forbear to touch his pri- 


vate life, or to deſcribe thoſe famous enter- 
tainments, wherein pleaſures of all kinds, 
even ſuch as make nature bluſh, ſucceeded 
in their turn: This province more proper- 
ly belongs to thoſe who ſhall attempt the 
hiſtory of his life. 


Tho' Ali Homajou was thus indulgent to R 


his pleaſures, he was not the leſs attentive 
in what related to government, nor leſs active 
in giving his orders, and having them duly 
executed. Being informed that a ſecret conſpi- 
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racy was hatching in one of the northern 
provinces, he ſucceeded fo far as to diſcover. 
that it was fomented by ſome powerful lords, 


gained by the emiſſaries of the emperor of Chi- 


na, who had promiſed to ſupport them. Imme- 
diately, under pretence of changing the gar- 
riſons thro' the kingdom, Ali Homajou cauſed 
ſeveral bodies of troops to enter this pro- 
vince, headed by officers he could confide 
in, and had the conſpirators ſeiz'd but as 
he was not cruel, he contented himſelf with 
putting a few of the chiets to death. By 
this conduct he wiſely prevented the rebellion 
of one province, which would infallibly have 
been imitated by ſeveral others. A rare 


inſtance of clemency in a prince offend- 


ed, and veſted with a power to puniſh ; 


and at the ſame time a uſeful leſſon to prin- 


ces, that in revolts it is not ſo much the 
number, as the quality of the perſons pu- 
E niſhed, that reduces the people to their 
duty, or reſtrains thoſe whoſe fidelity is wa- 
vering and that the guilty ſhould be ſeized by 
proper methods, and executed with decen- 
| cy and expedition. | ha 
This cloud diſpelled, and tranquillity re- 
ſtored, Ali Homajou reſolved to revenge him- 


if {fon the Chineſe monarch, by carrying the 


war into his country. But as it would have 
been imprudent to have declar'd himſelf, till 
he had ſecur'd his frontiers againſt ſuch neigh- 
bouring princes, as might take advantage an 

| this 
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this war, and the king's minority, to invade 
the kingdom, he concluded an offenſive and 
defenſive alliance with the Great Mogul, the 
monarch of Japan, and the ſovereigns of the 
ile of Ceylon. Scarcely was this treaty, which 
was kept ſecret, ſign'd, when Ali Homajou 
threw off the maſk, and cauſed a conſi- 
derable army to enter China. The emperor 
ſurprized, and juſtly fearing his enemy, 


yielded to neceſſity, and made propo- 


ſitions of accommodation. A treaty was en- 
ter d into, and a peace at laſt concluded, 
by means of a triple marriage of the Chineſe 
princeſs with the young Cha Sephi, and two 
daughters of Ali Homajou to the two eldeſt ſons 
of the Chineſe monarch. Ali Homajou the more 
readily hearkened to an accommodation, as he 
had no real intention of a war with China, 


but only deſign'd to diſturb that prince, and 


by giving him work at home prevent his in- 


termeddling with the affairs of Pera. Thus 


ended this war as ſoon almoſt as it began. 
To accompliſh the conditions of this trea- 


ty, the three princeſſes were exchang'd on 


the frontiers at the ſame time. But of theſe 
three matches only one took place, the two 
others being delayed on account of the age 
of the parties, and afterwards, for reaſons of 
ſtate, wholly laid aſide. . | 
It was near about this time, that there ar- 
rived at 1/pahan a Faponeſe, a man of a 
projecting head, whom the defire of making 


his 


| . 
his fortune had conducted to the courts | 
of different princes, whom he had not been 
able to engage in his ſchemes. He found 
means to be introduced to Ali Homajou, Who 
was not difficult of acceſs ; and as he knew 
perfectly well the bad ſtate of the finances in 
Perſia, and the regent's trouble on that ſcore, 
he laid before him a project, by which he 
retended, in a ſhort time, not only to clear 
off the debts of Sha Abbas, but to enrich the 
kingdom, and render it more flouriſhing and 
powerful than ever. A ſcheme, ſo flattering 
in theory, pleaſed Ali Homajou, who gave 
the projector orders without delay to put it 
in execution. One cannot eaſily avoid being 
| aſtoniſhed that ſo wife and clear-ſighted a 
prince ſhould give himſelf blindfold into a 
project, of which it is impoſſible to ſuppoſe 
he did not ſee the folly; and one cannot but 
think, either that he had views unworthy his 
birth and character, or (what is more like- 
ly) that he believ'd the preſent diſorder of 
aftairs could only be remedied by a greater. 
In effect, in 18 months, the fortunes of pri- 
vate people were confounded, and the king- 
dom brought to the verge of ruin. | 
This project, among other things, con- 
ſiſted in ſubſtituting, in place of gold and 
ſilver roupies, with which Perſia abounded, 
certain ſmall bitter almonds, which ſerved 
for ſmall money in the neighbouring coun- 
tries, and making theſe preferable to the real 
4 ſpecie, 
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ſpecie, by laying the publick under a kind 
of voluntary neceſſity of receiving them, by 
giving them an imaginary value beyond the 
current coin. Thus it was propoſed to re- 
eſtabliſh credit, by getting all the caſh in the 
nation into the hands of the king, who was 
thus as it were to be the treaſurer general of 
the people. A ſingular method of reviving 
public faith, of which future times will hard- 
ly furniſh a ſecond example. 

We ſhall not enter further into this affair, 
nor into the moſt part of thoſe events which 
happened during the 7 years and ſome months 
in which Ali Homajou held the reins of go- 
vernment, the memoirs of the time having 
ſufficiently related them. As we only in- 
tend to write of things not well known, or at 
leaſt not yet made public, or which we can- 
not well omit, we ſhall mention a fact re- 
lating to prince Giafer, to whom Al Homa- 
Jo paid a vilit, in the fortreſs of Ipaban, 
where he had been for {ome years a cloſe pri- 
ſoner. This viſit had probably no other mo- 
tive than to be fatisfied of the exiſtence of 
a perſon, believ'd dead of the plague for 
near 38 years, and whole funeral rites were 
celebrated in the preſence of all the army. 
To ſet this matter in its true light, we muſt 
go as far back as the reign of Sha Abbas the 
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Great. 
A This prince, who was exceſſively amorous, 
had ſeveral favourite miſtreſſes. Amongſt 


theſe 
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theſe was an Indian ſlave, without beauty, 
but tall and well ſhaped, and whoſe wit and 
fine ſenſe made more than- amends for the 
deficiency of her perſonal graces. Her heart 
was full of that tender delicacy, which is the 
greateſt charm in love, and perhaps the prin- 
cipal merit a woman can poſſeſs. Sha Abbas 
lov'd her to diſtraction, and by her had a ſon 
called Giaſer, whom he caus'd to be educated . 
with all imaginable care. He was handſome, 
well made, and full of vivacity, but haughty 
and paſſionate, and could not bear to pay 
Sephi Mirza, the only acknowledged ſon and 
heir of Sha Abbas, the reſpect due to a prince 
born to be his king. Theſe two young 
princes, near the ſame age, were of very 
oppoſite characters. Sepbi Mirza, poſſeſſed 
of the ſame perſonal advantages as Grafer, 
greatly excelled him by his mildneſs, his af- 
fability, and a heart full of goodneſs and ge- 
neroſity. Theſe qualities, as eſtimable as un- 
common in a prince born to hereditary power, 
render'd Sephi Mirza the object of Giafer's 
contempt, who miſſed no occaſion of ex- 
preſſing his concern for the Perſian nation, 
deſtin'd one day to obey a prince without 
ſpirit, and unworthy to rule. Sha Abbas was 
inform'd of the behaviour of Grafer, and 
ſaw how blameable it was; but authority 
yielding to parental affection, this monarch, 
however abſolute, had not the power to cor- 
rect his ſon. At laſt Giafer one day ſo far 
C2 | for- 
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forgot himſelf as to give prince Sephi Mirza 
a . The king was preſently acquainted 


with it, and trembled for the criminal. What- 


ever inclination he had to diſſemble this af- 
front, the dignity of the crown, and the 
noiſe this action made at court, got the bet- 
ter of his tenderneſs. He aſſembled, not 
without ſome reluctance, his favourite REY 


ſters, to whom he diſcloſed his concern, and 


demanded their advice. In proportion to the 
enormity of the crime, and according to the 
maxims of ſtate, they all judged it merited 
death. However one of the council, more 
ſenſible of the king's affliction than the reſt, 

ſaid, there was a way to puniſh Giafer, with- 

out taking his life. He propoſed, the king 
ſhould ſend him immediately to the army, 
then on the frontiers towards Feldrans ; that 
ſoon after his arrival there, it ſhould be given 
out, he had the plague, in order to prevent 
any perſons from coming near him; that af- 


ter a few days pretended illneſs, it ſhould be 


reported he was dead ; and that while, in the 
ſight of the army, his funeral ceremonies 
were performed in a manner worthy of his 


birth, he ſhould be by night ſecretly con- 
_ ducted to the citadel of Ormus, where he 


ſhould be impriſon'd for life. This advice 


was approved by all, eſpecially by the afflict- 
ed Sha Abbas. 


Prudent and faithful perſons were intruſted 
with the conduct of this affair. Giafer ſet 
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out for the army with a ſplendid equipage. 
'The reſt of the ſcheme was executed as laid 
down; and while the camp bewaiPd the ima- 
gin'd death of this unhappy prince, he was 
conducted thro? by-ways to the citadel of 
Ormus, and put into the hands of the go- 
vernor, who had beforehand receiv'd orders 
from the king to ſuffer his priſoner to be ſeen 


by no perſon whatever. 


The prince was allowed one ſingle dome- 


ſtic, who was in the ſecret; but he dying 


on the road, the guard disfigured his face 
with their ſabres, to prevent his being known, 
and leaving him {tripped for the ſame reaſon, 
continued their journey. 1 
The governor of the citadel of Ormus re- 
ceived and treated his priſoner with the great- 
eſt reſpect. He ſerv'd him in perſon, recei- 


ving the diſhes or whatever, he wanted, at the 


door of his apartment from the hands of the 


ſervants, ſo that the prince remained inviſi- 
ble to all about him. Giafer bethought him- 


ſelf one day of graving his name on the back 
of a plate with the point of his knife. A 
flave, who remarked the plate, brought it to 
the governor, hoping for a reward ; but the 
wretch was deceiv'd, and kilPd on the ſpot, 


that the ſecret might die with him. A fruit- 


lets cruelty ! ſince it is more than probable, 
by the facts we have related, that the ſecret 
was ill kept. A common misfortune attend- 
ing the great, who being obliged to intruſt 
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their private affairs to many, are always ex- 


poſed to have them betray'd either by indiſ- 


cretion or intereſt, and as often out of hatred 
and ingratitude. 2 

Giafer remained for ſome years in the ci- 
tadel of Ormus. At laſt Sha Abbas, having 
raiſed the governor of that place to the com- 
mand of the fortreſs of //pahan, it was thought 
proper to transfer with him his illuſtrious pri- 
ſoner, as it would have been imprudent to 


have put him into the hands of a new go- 
vernor, perhaps leſs vigilant and faithful. 


Both at Ormus and Iſpaban, whenever on 
account of ſickneſs, or any other occaſion, 
they were obliged to let Giafer be ſeen, he 
was conſtrain'd to wear a maſk. Several 
perſons worthy of credit affirm they have 
ſeen him thus, and that he treated the gover- 
nor in a contemptuous manner, who, on the 
contrary, ſhowed him the utmoſt reſpect. 

If it be query*d why Giafer, having ſo long 
outlived both Sha Abbas and Sephi Mirza, 
was not enlarged, as ſeemed to be reaſonable; 
it muſt be confider'd, it was impoſſible to 
reſtore to his rank, dignity or eſtate, a prince 
whoſe tomb exiſted, and of whoſe obſequies 
ſo many then living were witneſſes, as well 
as proofs in writing ; ſo that it would have 
been ſcarce poſſible to undeceive the people, 


who to this hour believe he died of the plague 


in the camp of Feldrans. 
Ali Homajou died ſoon after his viſit to 
a Ciafer, 
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Giafer, and 1n the ſane year Sha Sephi was 
declared at age. His death was ſo ſudden, 
it gave occaſion to ſuſpect it was not natural. 
He was ſucceeded in the direction of affairs 
by Mirza Haddi, a prince of the blood royal, 
greatly inferior to him in capacity, but e- 
qually given up to debauchery. Under this 
Athematdoulet the women had great influence, 
but after three years and a half this regent 
was baniſhed by the intrigues of a Mehter, 
called Selim, his declared enemy. This 
Mehter was a ſingular man, of a whimſical 
turn of mind, unſociable, and affecting a phi- 
loſophic auſterity, and great zeal for the pub- 
lic good. But, in reality, he was ſuſpicious, 
fond of being conſulted in affairs of ſtate, 
and even of being made a party in every lit- 
tle cabal, and an enemy of all thoſe in places, 
who denied him their confidence. Other- 
wiſe he was a man of ſenſe and learning, fa- 
voured and protected the ſciences, and was 
both curious and ſkilful in that part of ma- 
thematics which relates to mechanics. To 
ruin Mirza Haddi he made uſe of a Molla, 
who had been tutor to Sha Sephi, and had a 
great aſcendant over his pupil. We ſhall 
have occaſion to mention this Molla in the 
ſequel. 

Due the ſhort regency of Mirza Haddi 
there paſſed nothing remarkable, but the 
{ending back the princeſs of China, and the 
marriage of Sha Sephi thereupon with the 
daugh- 
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daughter of Chekour, a fugitive king of Thi- 


bet, who for ſome years had taken ſhelter in 
a province of Perſia, to which we may add 
the opportunity which the regent loſt of pla- 
Cing the crown on the head of one of his ſiſters. 
The reader will not be diſpleaſed to know 
how this affair came to miſcarry. 

After the diſmiſſion of the princeſs of Chi- 
na, the buſineſs was to find a wife for Sha 
Sephi. Roxana, mother to Mirza Haddi, a 
princeſs who had made a great figure in the 
reign of Sha Abbas, and whole ſpirit equal- 


ed her ambition, imagin'd, that as her ſon 
was at the head of affairs, it might be poſ- 


fible to raiſe one of her daughters to ſhare 
the throne of Perſia. She opened the mat- 
ter to her ſon, whom ſhe found diſpoſed to 
enter into her views, but who declined to ap- 
pear in the affair, as unwilling, if it miſcar- 
ried, to bear the odium of a raſh and unſuc- 


ceſsful project, which yet he thought might 


be eaſity excuſed from the exceſſive fond- 
neſs of a mother for her daughter, a paſ- 
ſion very natural, and from her ambition, 


another paſſion equally prevalent in the 


hearts of the fair ſex. He therefore left the 
conduct of this important negociation whol- 


ly to the princeſs his mother, who fix'd on 


one of her daughters, called Saheb, a princeſs 
. of exquiſite beauty, then about twenty-two, 
tall, finely ſhaped, and poſſeſſed of wit and 
knowledge uncommon to the Perſian ladies, 

even 
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even of the higheſt quality. She was a lady 
of great goodneſs, of a mild and amiable cha- 
racter, and endued with a greatneſs and con- 
ſtancy of ſoul, and in ſhort every way wor- 
thy the rank intended her. She had from 
her infancy liv'd retired in a Harem, which 
ſhe would never quit, not even to take the 
air in the country. Surrounded by her wo- 
men, who loved and reſpected her, ſhe led 
a ſolitary but tranquil life. In this retirement 
| ſhe was viſited by her mother, attended by 
two ladies of loſt reputation, whom 1t may 
not be amiſs to deſcribe. 

The firſt called Fatima, tho* not much ad- 
vanced in years, had loſt that extraordinary 
beauty with which ſhe began the world, but 
was, however, {till very handſome. She had a 
fair complexion, with large languiſhing eyes, 
in which love ſeem'd to have fix*d his throne, 
a fine mouth, a noſe perfectly ſhaped, and 
an admirable face, which was only exceeded 
by her neck and arms. Her ſtature would 
have appeared above the common ſize, if 
ſhe had been more ſlender. Her whole per- 
ſon diſcloſed an air of pleaſure (to ſay no 
more) which pointed out her character. Her 
ſoul was indeed the ſlave of her ſenſes, ſhe 
had a falſe heart, and but a moderate under- 
ſtanding z ſhe ſpoke thick and flowly, had a 
ſeducing accent, and was perfectly ſkilled in 
the ways of a court. Thp' ſhe was married 


to a Perſiau nobleman, the ſhared the good 
graces 
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oraces of Mirza Haddi with Z alin, the 
lady we ſhall next deſcribe. 
Aulima, the wife of another lord, was a 
Brunette, tall, and well ſhaped ; ſhe was in- 
deed not ſo beautiful as Fatima, but more 
lively and pleaſing, as having more wit. 
Her character was equally contemptible, tho? 
ſhe had leſs levity, but the ſame violent in- 
_ clination to pleaſure, little regarding how ſhe 
was eſteemed, provided ſhe received the ho- 
mage of the men, whoſe ſervices ſhe expect- 
ed ſhould be real and frequent. 
| Theſe two ladies liv'd in a perfectly good 
underſtanding together, and only ſhewed an 
emulation in the art of inventing new plea- 
ſures, and in the-glory of knowing how to 
make them reliſned; equally void of all mo- 
deſty, they had no merit, but the ſkill they 
poſſeſſed in an eminent degree of artfully 
conducting the ſenſes to the greateſt exceſſes 
that luxury and laſciviouſneſs could imagine 
or invent. One could not forbear feeling an 
inclination for them, at the ſame time one 
bluſhed for a weakneſs, which delicacy con- 
demned. 
Such were the perſons whom the mo- 
ther of Mirza Haddi. choſe for her attendants! 
---an inexcuſable error, by which ſhe loſt all 
the fruit of her journey, and blaſted che hopes 
her ambition had entertain'd ! 

Sabeb was no way dazzled with her mo- 
ther” 8 6 the throne which was re- 


pre- 


| R 

preſented to her, as ſo caſy of acceſs, diſ- 
pleaſed inſtead of alluring her. A crown, 
preſented by ſuch infamous ambaſſadreſſes, 
became an object of contempt. Senſible of 
her mother's affection, ſhe expreſſed her gra- 
titude for it; but at the ſame time could not 
forbear telling her, even in the preſence of 
Fatima and Zulima, That ſhe was far from 
« thinking a propoſal could be ſerious, for 
e which it had been thought proper to em- 
<« ploy the two moſt deſpiſed and deſpicable 
« women at court. That accuſtomed from 
« her infancy to retirement, ſhe had learn'd 
eto regard grandeur with indifference, and 
ce that ſhe now renounced it for ever.“ The 
princeſs her mother in vain uſed all her power 
to bring her to ſentiments more agreeable to 
her views, ſo that, enraged at her ill ſucceſs, 
ſhe was forced to depart as ſhe came. A rare 
and wonderful example of conſtancy, and no- 
ble indifference, in a princeſs beautiful and 
young, and who knew herſelf worthy the 

| title ſhe rejected. 

Thus Mirza Haddi, by too great a confi- 
dence in his mother's addreſs, or a miſtaken 
prudence on his own ſide, miſſed the oppor- 
tunity of raiſing his family to the pinacle of 
power and greatneſs, and of ſcreening him- 
ſelf from the blow his enemies were prepare- 
ing againſt him, who would have humbled 
themſelves at his feet, if they had once ſeen 
him brother in law to the Sophi. The daugh- 
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fuſal, and married Sha Sephi. 

place of Athematdoulet, who was the very 
Molla we have mentioned as the inſtrument 
the theatre of the Perſian court affords, it is | 


ginning with the Sopbi himſelf, whoſe perſon 


his eyes large, his look rather gracious than 
forbidding, brown eye-brows, and a tender 


ſuſtain the greateſt fatigues. His education 
having been neglected, his mind was little | 


mid, and he had fuch an invincible. averſion 


mention of it. Hunting was his ordinary 


different as to women, or the entertainments 


of the table, both which he has ſince been 


TAP 


ter of Chekowr took advantage of Sabed's re- 


Iſmael Beg ſucceeded Mirza Haddi in the 


of his diſgrace. 


Before we enter on the new ſcenes which 
proper to characterize the principal actors, be- 


and character we have not yet deſcribed. 
Sha Sepbi when between 16 and 17 was hand- 

ſome, and of an advantageous ſize. His leg 

was remarkably well ſhaped, his air noble, 


conſtitution, which time, however, fortified | 
by degrees, ſo that he became at length able to 


cultivated z his diſpoſition was mild and ti- 
to buſineſs, that he hated to hear the very 


employment ; he ſpoke ſeldom, unleſs with | 
his familiar favourites, and out of the light 
of his courtiers. In his youth he ſeemed in- 


fond of ; willing to be obey'd, rather 
from the ſenſe of his own rank and dignity, 


than from a natural diſpoſition ; his phyſio- 
gnomy 
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gnomy wanting that commanding air, which 
diſtinguiſnes men born for ſovereignty. Very 
different from Sha Abbas his predeceſſor, he 
was neither fond of magnificence, nor of 
thoſe occaſions of pomp, in which the ma- 
jeſty of a prince is = He neither reward- 

ed nor favoured the ſciences, nor encour- 
aged men of learning, or ſuch as excel in the 


arts. He could however talk well on many 


ſubjects, and was thoroughly verſed both in 
the hiſtory of his own kingdom, and that of 
the other Aſiatick regions. He was greatly 
attached to his religion, and at leait as Zea: 
lous as any of his predeceſſors for the ſect of 
Hali. Ina word, he was a good king, and a 
good maſter, capable of friendſhip, of which 
he knew how to give proper marks. He 
was rather of a pacific than martial diſpoſiti- 
on, rather weak than great, little affected 
with heroic glory, indolent, hating and fear- 

ful of buſineſs, not over liberal, nor wanting 
ſenſe, but ſeeing all things thro* the eye of 
the Athematdoulet, Iſmael Beg, on whom he 
too much depended. In ſhort, he was a 
prince void of that ſpirit, which ſhould di- 


ſtinguiſn kings, and mark all their actions. 


The Sultana was older than Sha Sephi, her 
itature and beauty were both of the middle 
fort, her look and air no way majeſtick, 
her temper was gentle and amiable ; ſhe was 
good-natur'd and ſincere, and had prudence e- 
nough to meddle with nothing, and to enter 
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[26] 
into no intrigues of the court. She was a wo- 
man of virtue and good ſenſe, and tho' too 
often left alone, had the talent not to take 
notice of the diſregard and neglect ſhown 
her. By theſe qualities, and being dependant 


on a prime miniſter, who governed even the 


Sophi her huſband, one may judge ſhe had 


little or no credit at court. 
The firſt perſon of the ſtate, after Sha 


Sephi and his children, was Fefeing, ſon to Ali 


Homaj ou, a prince in the flower of his age, 
living in retirement, appearing ſeldom at 


court, and taking little ſhare in publick at- 


fairs, devout to exceſs, affecting the appear- 


ance of it in all his actions, being governed 


ſucceſſively by different Imans, regulating 


his zeal by theirs, and being often the dupe 
of their cunning. He was, otherwiſe, benefi- 


cent and good, "fignalizing every day of his 
life by charities ſometimes miſplaced, poſt- 
tive in his ſentiments, willing to be thought 
a profound politician, tho* but ſlightly ac- 
quainted with the theory of government ; as 


to the reſt, he was a virtuous proven and tull 


of good diſpoficions. 
Mirza Haddi, whom we have already 


mentioned, was tall, lean, and had an un- 
oraceful appearance, and his temper was rough 


and ſavage. He was a virtuoſo, and fond of 


things rare and precious; yet he poſſeſſed a 


fine wife, whom he ſeemed not to value as ſne 
merited, ſecking abroad for pleaſures he 


Was 
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1271 
was paſt the age to taſte. He lived ſplen- 
didly, and ſince his recal from exile ſeldom 
viſited the court. p 

He had two brothers. The one, nao h 
prince Orcan, had been extremely wild in 
his youth; his pleaſures conſiſted in the 
moſt extravagant debauchery, heightened 
with cruelty. A prince well made and endow- 
ed with a fine genius, whoſe age and return- 
ing reaſon have made, in ſome meaſure, a- 
mends for his paſt follies. 

The other brother, called Miram, was come- 
ly, but inclining to fat, of no great capacity, 
but profuſe in his expences, ſparing no coſt 
to procure women for his Harem, yet incon- 
ſtant in his amours, being neither to be fix 
ed by beauty nor merit, and ready to ſacrifice 
his fortune to gratify his taſte for en in 


pleaſure. 


Marat-Bache, fiſter's ſon to Mirza Hadi, 
was in his younger years a prince of great 
beauty, and well made, poſleſſed of a good 
ſhare of ſenſe, and of an agreeable character; 
nor did he, as he grew in years, deceive the 
hope conceived of him. He was brave, and 


fond of arms, lively, and jealous of his ho- 


nour; but too extravagant, a vice Whictt 
greatly embaraſled his affairs. 

Amongſt the princes who made a figure 
at court were two brothers, natural dene to 
Sha Abbas, by a favourite ſlave; the eldeſty 
who has been already mentioned, was called 

D 2 Scliman. 
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Soliman. He had a ſhining genius, great 
vivacity and dignity of mind, joined with 
probity and a capacity for government; but 
all theſe fine qualities were tarniſhed by an 
unhappy inclination to avarice. 

The youngeſt, prince Sevagi, was beauti- 
ful, well ſhaped, generous, mild and hu- 
mane. He was not ſo briſk as Soliman; but 
he had a ſolid and nice judgment, and was 
unblemiſhed in his manners. He was gene- 
rally eſteemed and beloved, even by his own 
family, tho” he treated it coldly. Under the 
regency of Ali-Homajou he had ſome ſhare 
in public affairs, in which he acquitted him- 
ſelf with credit. But a too great purity of 
ſentiments, and too great an attention to ex- 
amine things, make it probable he would 


not have ſucceeded as a prime miniſter, and 


tnat affairs would have languiſhed thro* too 
{ſcrupulous an indetermination; in a word, 
he was thought to be too honeſt a man to be 
a good ſtateſman. We ſhall have occaſion to 

ſpeak more of this prince in the ſequel. 
Iſnael Beg was at leaſt ſeventy three years 
old, when Sha Seph: ,raiſed him to the poſt 
of Athematdoulet. 'He was born in a ſouth- 
ern province of Perſſa, of obſcure if not of 
mean parentage, and being early deſign'd for 
the prieſthood, was inſtructed in all the 
ſciences, x roper to qualify him for that order, 
which he took young. But an innate 
ambition made him, with a kind of * 
ce 
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[29] 
ſee himſelf condemned to paſs his life in Aa” 


remote province, and led "his inclinations 


violently to the court. For this end, he try- 
ed all methods, and at laſt ſucteeded ſo far 
as to arrive at the center of his wiſhes, fur- 


niſhed with good recommendations, which 


his youth and agreeable appearance rendered 
effectual. The young [nan behaved on this 
new ſtage of life with a noble boldneſs, and 
was conſequently ſoon taken notice of, He 
was preſently made a Moullab, and ſome years 
after, by dint of intrigue, obtained the digni- 
of Scheik el Selam“ in a province, from 
which poſt he was called to court by order 
of Sha Abbas, to be preceptor to the prince 


| $ha Sephi, over whom he gained an aſcen- 


dant, which he kept all his life. At his 
greateſt elevation, he ſeemed no way ſur- 
priſed at the immenſe diſtance between it and 
his birth. He had always imagined himſelf 
born for the greateſt dignities, in which no- 
tion he was confirmed by the aſtrologers, in 


_ whoſe predictions he had great confidence; a 


weakneſs epidemical in the Perfan nation. 
Notwithſtanding his advanced age, IJſnael 

Beg, when he took the helm of affairs, was. a 

perſonable man; he had a freſh complexion, 


lively eyes, a piercing look, high forehead, 


good noſe, and fine mouth. His ſtature was 
Dog: 2m above 


A dignity which confers the right of a—_ in 


matters of religion, like a biſhop. 


4 [ 39 ] 

above the middle ſize, ſtrait and genteel ; he 
had a handſome leg, a firm walk, and noble 
deportment. As to his mind, to a fine wit 
he: joined a boundleſs ambition, ſkilled be- 
yond the wiſeſt courtier in the arts of a court, 
knowing perfectly how to temporiſe, and 
make his own advantage of it. His external 
appearance was modeſt, attended with an air 
of candour and ſincerity, very proper to de- 
ceive the credulous. He ſpoke well, and 
underſtood how to make the moſt indifferent 
converſations ſerve his own views. He ca- 
reſs*d the great, was polite to the world, and 
extremeiy complaiſant to the ladies, to pleaſe 
whom it was ſuſpected he had ſome extraor- 
dinary talents, which not a little contributed 
to his advancement. He was naturally vo- 


] 
a formidable enemy, but a cold friend; de- 
ceitful not only by office but reflection, 
and ready to repay the moſt ſignal ſervices 
with the blackeſt ingratitude. His knowledge 
was extenſive, but he wanted ſpirit ſufficient 
to govern a vaſt empire; always irreſolute, 
and conſequently too ſlow in the diſpatch of 
public affairs, equally ignorant how to make 
war or peace to advantage, apt to conceive 
nothing at firſt view, parſimonious of his 
ſovereign's revenues beyond all conception, 
yet weak enough to purchaſe with large ſums 
the friendſhip of the neighbouring princes ; 
facrificing matters of unportance to trifles, 
well 
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[ 37 ] 
well inclined to ſerve the public, but ignorant 
of the means; jealous of his authority, which 
he ſtretched too far; a bigotted partiſan of 
the ſect of Hali, and a declared enemy to that 
of Omar; not eaſily prejudiced but once ſo, 
difficult to be undeceived; ready to cenſure 
without proof, and an encourager of infor- 
mers and ſpies. He paid little regard to the 
recommendations of the princes and gran- 
dees, and granted no favours without tedi- | 
ous ſolicitations ; yet ſo timorous, that he 
durſt not refuſe ſuch as importuned him bold- 
ly. Too ſhort-ſighted to diſtinguiſh or re- 
ward merit, and while he imagined he knew 
how to chuſe and employ men, he was eter- 
nally the dupe of thoſe he truſted. . He 
was not enough ſkilled in the knowledge of 
either domeſtic or foreign affairs, and of ſo 
peaceful a temper, that he had not courage 
enough to reſent the enterprizes of neigh-- 
bouring powers, of which he rather _ choſe. 
to feign an ignorance, than to take ſatisfac- 
tion by honourable means, and ſuch as were: 
proper to make the crown of Perfia reſpect- 
ed. As to the reſt; he was a faithful mini- 
ſter to his prince, impenetrably ſecret, and 
neither uſing his favour or place to enrich 
himſelf, having a long time reſiſted the va- 
nity of raiſing his own family, tho* blame- 
able, on the other hand, that when he yielded 
to this weakneſs, he conferred on his relations 
honours too great for their birth. 


Such 
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1 32] 
Such was the man whom Sha Sepbi choſe 
to ſet at the helm of public affairs. The 
kingdom preſently aſſumed a new face: the 
poverty to which it had been reduced by the 
fatal ſtroke of Ali Homajou, the diſtruſt and 


faction which had increaſed during the ad- 
miniſtration of Mirza Haddi, the dearth of 


corn, and the miſery and diſeaſes conſequent 
on a famine, the ill ſtate of the coin, · and 


the diſorder which ſeemed to affect the whole 


political body, all theſe evils diſappeared. 
Public credit revived both at home and a- 
broad, commerce flouriſhed again, order 
and peace were reſtored, and Perſia, which 
ſome months before reſembled a ruined 
country, was in a ſhort = of time more | 
happy than ever. Had only this change | 
marked the adminiſtration of 7/mael Beg, it 
had gained him immortal honour, and in- 
titled him to thoſe ſtatues the antient Romans 


conſecrated to the reſtorers and preſervers of 


their ſtate. But while he thus procured the 
general good of the nation, he laid himſelf 
open to the reproach of having ruined a great 
number of families, by the ſuppreſſion of 
certain annuities granted to particulars for 


life on the public tunds. Theſe ſhould have | 


been the rather inviolate, as the public ne- 
ceſſity, more than any confidence in the go- 


vernment, had in the regency of Ali Homa- 


jou induced theſe people to put their fortunes 


in the king's hands, at a low intereſt, T — 
a 


1334 1 
act rendered Jſinael Beg odious to the whole | 
kingdom. It was thought a flagrant piece 
of injuſtice, that the Saphi ſhould in one day 
ſeize, in an arbitary manner, what a few years 
would have legally given him, on the death 
of the annuitants. And what aggravated the 
oppreſſion was, that the king received little 


advantage by it, tho? the perſons concerned 


were inevitably undone. | 
. Iſmael Beg perceived the miſchief he had 
done himſelf in exaſperating the people, and to 
recover public eſteem, he thought fit to diſ- 
grace Mahamet, who had the direction of 
the finances. He flattered himſelf, that by 
this ſtep, the Perf2rs would look on this 
miniſter, as the author of the evil they 
complained of. He found himſelf deceived, 
tor tho* Mehamet was known to be a rigid 


man, and ready to ſeize any opportunity to 


enlarge the royal authority and revenue, yet 


he paſſed for a man of judgment. He had 


great experience and capacity, was well ac- 


quainted with the ſtate of the kingdom, and 


could juſtly balance the intereſt of the crown 


with that of the people. Far from being 
ſuppoſed the contriver of ſo miſchievous a 


project, it was known he had vigorouſly 


oppoſed it. On this account his diſgrace was 
generally pity'd, and Jinael Beg remained the 
object of the public hatred ; but Mahamet 
did not long ſurvive his diſmiſfion. | 
His poſt was given to Rhedi, a man of 


mean birth, having ſpent part of his life in 
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[ 34 ] 

the body of Goulams *, where he command- 
ed a troop of fifty horſe. Rhedi, when J 
mael Beg firſt promoted him, was advanced 
in years. He was a very big man, of a 
rough phyſiognomy, a ſtern eye, and thick 
eye-brows. His voice was hoarſe, his behaviour 
rude, and his accent extremely coarſe. He 
was taxed with being ſo fond of money, that 


even his neareſt relations were forced fo bribe 


him. By means of his poſt, he had ſolidly e- 
ftabliſhed his own fortune, and that of his fa- 
mily. He was conceited and poſitive, ill 
acquainted with buſineſs, almoſt always re- 
faſing and ſeldom granting favours, both 


without knowing why. Attach'd to the inte- 


reſt of the crown, ſo far as to have no mercy 
for the people, forgetting that by oppreſ- 
ſing theſe beyond meaſure he impoveriſhed 


the king. He knew not how to encourage 


commerce either by privileges or indulgence, 
and maintained himſelf in his poſt only by 


his exceſſive rigour, and his care to have al- 


ways large ſums ready (a kind of merit valu- 
ed often more than it deſerves, and in which 
he excelled) to pay his court to 1/mael Beg, 
by a pretended regard to his taſte for œcono- 
my. He retarded the neceſſary payments, and 
clipped the bills of the contractors, and other 
public undertakers, without enquiry or exa- 

| : exami- 


* This body of troops is compoſed of ſlaves, or the 


children of ſlaves. They are generally Georgians by 


nation, and hold the ſecond rank in the Perfian cavalry. 
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mination. As to the reſt he was a man of 

ſenſe, having during his being in office ac- 

quired the experience he wanted, and having 

on ſeveral emergent occafions given good ad- 
vice with regard to hazardous projects, the 

ſucceſs of which depended on the meaſures 
taken beforehand, in which the event ſhew- 
ed his judgment was good. 

In the mean time the empire enjoy'd a 
profound tranquillity ; but Iſinael Beg, not 
without ſome appearance of reaſon, doubted 

| the calm could not laſt long. The jealouſy 
of certain Powers, always enemies to Perſſa, 
their contempt, perhaps, for the adminiſtra- 
tion of a man, whoſe order, and way of life 
ſeemed inconſiſtent with his charge, ſevera 
treaties at that time ſet on foot, and the pre: 
parations of war making in the adjacent 
countries, ſeemed all to foretel an approach- 
ing rupture, which Jinael Beg ſaw mult ine- 
vitably involve Perfia, conſidering its fitua- 
tion, and the influence it had in the affairs of 
Aa. This miniſter therefore renewed the 
antient alliances, formed new ones, and put 
the empire in a condition of defence. The 
army was increaſed, all the officers had or- 
ders to get ready their equipages, and to re- 
pair immediately to their reſpective poſts; thy 
generals were named who were to coinmand, 
and the frontier towns and garriſons provid- 
ed for all events. 

A war ſeemed at the point of breaking ls 
an 
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and the armies of Perſia were ready on every 
fide to take the field, when all parties ſeem- 
ed toincline to an accommodation. Thus the 
vaſt preparations of Iſinael Beg ſerved to no 

urpoſe, unleſs to intimidate the enemies of 

erfia, and inſpire them with more circum- 
ſpection and awe. All the neighbouring 
princes diſarmed, and ſent their embaſſadors 
to Schiras, a town of Per/ia, appointed by 
Tfmael Beg for their congreſs, to decide the 
diſputes of their maſters, and reſtore the 
peace of Afia. Thus they ſubmitted as it 
were to treat, under the inſpection of the 
Athematdoulet, and take the biaſs he l 
to give them. 

Perſia at this conjuncture acquired great 
glory and reputation; but the beſt part of it 
was due to Coſran, whom Iſmael Beg, who 

deſigned him as his ſucceſſor in the miniſtry, 
had raiſed to the poſt of firſt ſecretary of 
ſtate, and keeper of the Sophi's great ſeal, 
void by the diſgrace of Fazel, and the reſig- 
nation of his ſon Abdoul, whoſe characters 
have been already given. 

Coſran was of a family eminent in the law, 
in which he had with high diſtinction borne 
ſeveral of the principal "offices. He was 3 
conſummate politician, and endued with a 
ſuperior but formidable genius. To an 
exquiſitely diſcerning judgment he join'd 
an affable and polite behaviour. His com- 
pany was delightful, and his converſa- 


tion 
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tion inchanting. He was intimate with the 
firſt lords at court, with whom he lived 
without cringing ; he was much in favour 
with the ladies, and very aſſiduous to make 
powerful friends, whoſe credit might ſup- 


port him in caſe of diſgrace. He very well 


knew how to diſtinguiſh his enemies, and 


could the more ſurely diſconcert their pro- 


jects, as he thoroughly underſtood all the 
artifices and intrigues of the court. His 
views were extenſive, his projects vaſt, and 
his intelligence almoſt univerſal. He was 


ſecret without affectation, ſacrificing to buſi- 


neſs even his hours of repoſe, and conſequent- 
ly expeditious; tho? placed in a multiplicity of 


affairs, he diſpatched them with eaſe ; a lover 


of men of merit, and zealous to protect and 
encourage the arts and ſciences; beloved and 
honoured by foreigners, who never left him 
but at once ſatisfied and charmed; reſpected 
by all the Afatick princes; never refuſing, 
but what he could not grant, and always 
with great politeneſs, and teſtimonies of affee- 
tion; every way ſuperior to //mael Beg, 
whoſe confidence he enjoyed, yet chagrin'd 
to be ſecond in the miniſtry from a ſenſe of 
his own ſuperiority. In a word, C was 
a man of merit. 

Excepting the finances, and the care of a0 


meſtic commerce, which were aſſigned to 


Nhedi, the public affairs were divided be- 
tween three men, who were accountable to 
=: Coſrou, 
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Coſrou, who was himſelf accountable to / 
mael Beg. | 5 
The firſt, whoſe province was the Marine, 
and foreign trade, was called Rica. He had a 
long ſpare viſage, large forehead, full blue 
eyes, a mild look, long noſe, and his mouth was 
middle fiz*d, his chin ſharp, and his head 
ſomewhat flat. His aſpect was thoughttul; 
his complexion pale, his air delicate, his ſta- 
ture tall and thin, and his leg ſlender, his gate 
noble and majeſtic ; he was lively, ambiti- 
ous, born with great wit, and maſter of his 
native tongue, which he ſpoke with great 
eloquence. He was capable of tranſacting 
buſineſs with eaſe, but indolent, a defect ow- 
ing to his taſte for luxury and good living, 
to which he ſacrificed whole nights, ſo that 
the neceſſity of repoſe often intruded on the 
buſineſs of the day. He had in the reign of 
Sha Abbas entered young into the office he 
poſſeſſed, in which the practice of ſeveral 
years had given him full experience, but of 
which he did not make all the uſe he ought 
or might have done. He loved men of letters, 
and the arts; he had gained friends, whom he 
knew how to keep, but he opened himſelf 
only to a few of his own taſte for plea- 


- 


| ſure, with whom, and often in company of 


y ladies, he had nightly entertainments, in 
which the delicacies of the table, and the ex- 
quiſite wines ſerved, were leſs valued, than 


the wit, gallantry, refined humour and no 
om 
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dom which heightened the converſation, and | 
thoſe ſcenes of pleaſure, which were peculiar 
to the place. Rica was beloved by all the 
ſea-officers and ſailors, whoſe intereſt he 
warmly eſpouſed on all occaſions; he was in 
great favour with the Sophi, and not leſs e- 

ſteemed by 1/mae! Beg, to whom he was 
accuſed of paying his court with too much 
ſervility. A weakneſs, which the care of his 
fortune, and the honourable and profitable 
poſts he enjoyed, might in ſome meaſure ex- 
cule.--.; 

The ſecond was Oſman, whom 1/mael Beg 
had called from the government of a frontier 
province, to ſet at the head of the war- office; 
a man very unequal to the poſt, which he 
diſcharged, chiefly, by the aſſiſtance of wiſer 
heads, of whoſe knowledge he reaped the 
credit. A ſevere man, ill beloved by the 
ſoldiery, whom he took no care to protect, 
and worn out, rather with faſt living, than 
age or buſineſs. 

The third, called Haſſein, had under his 
direction all matters relating to the religion 
of the Gaures, and the diſpoſal of all places 
both in the law and the church. He was a 
little fat man, without ambition, of ſlende 
capacity, and more taken up with pleaſure 
and the ladies, than buſineſs or affairs of ſtate. 
Iſmael Beg found him in this poſt, and left 
him in it, judging, perhaps, it required a 
man of no greater abilities. q 
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If we conſider the ſtateſmen we have de- 
ſcribed, and compare their reſpective genius, 
talents, characters, virtues and defects, we 
ſhall conceive no very favourable idea of the 
Perſian government. It is, on the contrary, 
matter of wonder how this empire, tho? rich, 
powerful, and full of brave, induſtrious and 
loyal ſubjects, could ſupport itſelf. Cofron 
was the only perſon in the adminiſtration, 
who could be 1aid to poſſeſs all the qualifica- 
tions of an accompliſhed miniſter. But if 
the jealouſy of his brethren could not ſuc- 
ceed ſo far as to reject the advantageous. pro- 
jects he formed, their incapacity, indolence, 
or ill-will generally made them miſcarry as 
to the execution. Thus the ſtate might be 
ſaid to govern itſelf (to uſe the expreſſion) 
by a certain ſpirit of order and regularity it 
had long contracted, or rather the ſovereign 
diſpoſer of monarchies protected that of Per- 
fia, and by his divine providence watched 

over its preſervation. | 
How much is the fate of kings to be la- 
mented ! Their grandeur, their glory, the 
welfare of their people, depend on their 
choice of miniſters; and yet this choice is 
ſcarce ever founded on their knowledge of | 
men, as the reward of merit, but generally 
the effect of favour or chance. Hence the 
ruin of the molt ſolidly eſtabliſhed empires, 
a ruin always more or leſs ſpeedy in pro- 
portion to the number of weak or wicked 
men 
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men in power, and the time they continue 
ſo. An important and uſeful leſſon, which 
the hiſtory of all ages furniſhes to princes, 
and which cannot be too often repeated 

Let us now leavePer/ia a while, to take notice 
of an event which ſurprized all Aa. Koturi, 
prince of Jeſova, who had within ten years 
paſt joined to his dominions the kingdom of 
Necbal, weary of commanding ſubjects who 
were as tired of obedience, determined at 
once to quit the throne in favour of his ſon 
Korſula, then about thirty years old. He on- 
ly reſerved to himſelf a handſome revenue, 
and a caſtle, to which he retired with a favourite 
| miſtreſs, anda ſmall number of domeſtics. His 
abdication was ſcarce believed by many, till 
they were informed that Korſula was in 
peaceful poſſeſſion of the ſovereign authority. 
Amongſt the different motives, which were 
believed to influence Koturi to this ſtep, the 
| moſt probable is, that this prince, who was 
advanced in years, apprehenſive that his 
ſubjects were as diſſatisfy*d with him, as at- 
tached to his ſon, (whom he regarded as an 
obſtacle to his deſigns) and would reſuſe to 
acknowledge for their queen the ſlave be- 
tore mentioned, with whom, blinded by his 
paſſion, he had reſolved to ſhare his throne, 
choſe, rather than to expoſe his authority, or 
be diſappointed in an affair he had at heart, 
to retire, and enjoy a quiet and agreeable 
tranquillity, with this beloved miſtreſs, whom, 
| * 


3 


142 
it is reported, he married. But excited by the 
jaſinuating repreſentations of this ambitious 
woman, who had an abſolute ſway over him, 
he preſently repented the ſtep which he had 
taken in reſigning the crown. He only 
ſought a plauſible pretext to reſume it, and 
means ſufficient to ſecure him from failing in 
the attempt. The means he founded in the 
great number of male-contents, which his 
fon had made by diſplacing, without regard 
to his father's recommendation, the miniſters 
and Chief lords in the government ; and it 
was thought a ſufficient pretext for his deſign, 
that the conduct of the preſent adminiſtrati- 
on ſeemed a cenſure on his own. It was ſug- 
geſted to him, that the folly and weakneſs of 
the new. king would bring the kingdom, 
which he left ſo opulent and flouriſhing, to 
deſtruction, by putting it into the hands of 
miniſters, which the preceding government, 
ſo juſtly celebrated, had always thought pro- 
per to keep out of the adminiſtration ; per- 
ſons, indeed, juſtly ſuſpected of perſuing their 
own intereſt at the expence of the publick, 
fin e they only ſtudied to exclude from au- 
thority ſuch whoſe great experience, and | 
ſteddy fidelity enabled them to diſcover and 
oppoſe their pernicious deſigns. Theſe in- 
ſinuations, often repeated, produced their ef- 
fect; Katuri ſecretly formed a ſtrong party, 
by whoſe affiſtance he had certainly remount- 
ed the throne, if Korſula had not, almoſt in 
the moment of execution, by the cares of an 


[ 43 ] 

able and vigilant miniſter been informed of 
the conſpiracy. He prevented Koturi's de- 
ſign, by confining him in ſuch a manner to 
his caſtle, that he ſeemed rather a priſoner of 
ſtate, than the father of the reigning king. 
Koturi ſurvived his abdication but two years, 
and died little regretted, with the character 
of a cunning, deceitful prince, without pro- 
bity, quitting one ſide as ſoon as he found 
his intereſt in the oppoſite party, having all 
his life made a ſhameful trade of his alliances, 
without regard to the moſt ſolemn treaties; 
as to the reſt, a great politician, perfectly 
| ſkilled to obtain his ends, thoroughly ac- 
quainted with his own intereſt, ahd knowing 
what advantages to draw from the ſituation 
of his dominions, and their uſefulneſs to the 
neighbouring powers. His ſon, a brave 
prince, and a great general, has ſince ſhown 
to all Ala, that in ſucceeding to his father's 
crown, he inherits his genius, his ambition, 

and refined policy. 

In the mean time the court of Pera was 
not without intrigues : Each miniſter had his 
party, and each party its powerful and zea- 
lous chiefs ; while the ladies, either from in- 
clination or caprice, or ſometimes thro? their 
particular intereſts, were the ſoul that ani- 
'mated theſe different factions. The family 
of Mirza Haddi, with a great part of the no- 
_ bility, whom its rank and power intereſted 
in its fayour, eſpouſed Coſrou's fide; and this 


paey 
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party was headed by Roxana, mother of 
Mirza Haddi, a haughty princeſs, abſolute, 
violent, revengeful, a little too fond of ca- 
bal, and extremely jealous of her rank. The 
princes Feſſeing, Soliman and Sevagi, without 
openly oppoling Coſrou, ſecretly inclined to 
Rica and Ibrahim. The authority of theſe 
rinces, ſupported by their relations and 
Fenda who were numerous, made them 
the better able to balance the party of Coſrou, 
as the Atbematdoulet and prince Sevagi were 
on good terms with each other. This laſt 
prince had openly declared for Rica : This 
was. enough to engage Roxana, (who ſought 
a long time to oppoſe him and Scliman, and 
with whom, tho? her own brothers, ſhe lived 
at variance) to be of the contrary ſide. 1/mae! 
Beg, the prime miniſter, who intirely gover- 
ned Sha Sephi, protected Rhedi and Oſman, 
who by this ſupport were ſecured from all 
danger. As to Haſſein, his good fortune, and 
the little jealouſy he gave, maintained him in 
his poſt, as much perhaps as the intereſt 
75 ladies took in his ſafety, which was leſs 
on his own account, or of the ſervices he could 
do them, than in reſpect to thoſe by whom 
he was patronized. | 
Two ladies, in particular, made a ſhine- 
ing appearance at court, and by the diſtinc- 
tions paid them by Sha Sepbi gave a 4 
advantag rince Sevagi and his 
The one, — Fatme, was daughter o = 
ana, 


” "0 
ana, and ſiſter to Mirza Haddi. This princeſs 
had been extremely beautiful, and, tho? paſt 
the bloom of her age, ſtill was very lovely. 
She was of a middle ſtature, well ſhaped, and 
every way graceful in all ſhe did; her air 
was noble, her ſenſe refined and delicate, and 
her converſation engaging ; ſhe was a kind 
miſtreſs, and a tender and conftant friend, 
extremely ſenſible of quarrels, . for which 
ſhe avoided giving occaſions, loſing her 
friends with regret, and only by their own 
fault; zealous to do good offices, of which 
ſhe let ſlip no occaſion : haughty, yet gentle; 
melancholy,yet chearful; indolent, yet ſpright- 
ly, ſometimes whimſical and capricious ; jea- 
lous of her rank, poſitive in her ſentiments, 
fond of pleaſure, turning night into day, and 
day into night; and ſuppoſed to be private- 
ly married to a nobleman of the firſt quali- 
ty, who, it was ſaid, had a long time found 
the art to pleaſe her, but whom, for reaſons 
of ſtate, ſhe could not prevail upon herſelf 
openly to declare her huſband. 

The ſecond, whoſe name was Zelide, was 
a long time the inſeparable companion of 
Fatme. They were united by the tendereſt 
friendſhip, and during the life of prince Se- 
vagi, Zelide's huſband, nothing diſturbed this 
union ; but ſoon after his death, ſhe broke 
with Fatme, and theſe two princeſſes, before 
ſo intimate, grew perfectly eſtranged ſo far 
as entirely to ceaſe viſiting, This change 
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was *e more ſurprizing, as Zelide being a 


lady of ſenſe and judgment, it was pre- 


ſumed ſhe could not be ignorant of what im- 
portance the friendſhip of Fatme might be 
to herſelf and her ſon yet a minor. But Ze- 
lide, wholly directed by Nargum, a man of 
fortune, in whom ſhe placed an entire confi- 
dence, acted and thought as he pleaſed. This 
man hated Fatme, whoſe aſcendant over Ze- 
lide he dreaded, and to whom he knew he 
was diſagreeable, and he found means to inſtil 
the ſame ſentiments into Zelide. Nargum, tho” 

poſſeſſed of a genius and abilities, yet was not 
ſufficiently acquainted with a court. Think- 

ing himſelf capable of ſucceeding in the moſt 
difficult tines, without any other aſſiſt- 
ance than his own light, or any ſupport but 
the rank and credit of Zelide, he diſdained to 
communicate his projects, or to take advice 
and reunite the friends of the family of prince 


Sevagi, in affairs that concerned Zelide or her 


ſon. The vaſt ſway this worthleſs man had 
obtained over Zelide, and the notions he had 
given her, cooled Fatme, and other powerful 
friends; and the wrong ſteps which Zelide, by 
tis direction, took on occaſions of the laſt 


- conſequence to the prince her ſon, quite ſunk 


3 | 


her credit, and leſſened the eſteem ſhe had 
acquired, 


i Zelide, deſcended from a family, illuſtri- 
+ "Os ol its high alliances, as well as the of- 


es and employments it ſuſtained, had a 2 
777" "rn 
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deal of wit. Her character was haughty, but 
ſhe was good natured and ſincere; extreme- 
ly attached to her religion, to the duties of 
which ſhe ſcrupulouſly attended. She had no 
taſte for violent pleaſures, ſhe knew how 
from time and circumſtances to render her- 
ſelf amiable; her ſentiments were delicate, 
and ſhe expreſſed herſelf with elegance ; was 
entertaining, lov'd expence, ſupporting her 
rank with dignity ; ſhe was eaſily prepoſſeſſed, 
but difficult to be undeceived ; ambitious, 
Jealous of favour, and well ſkilled to im- 
prove it; ready to enterprize, and firm in 
execution; ſometimes too mean and even 
narrow in her own family ; too little on her 
guard againſt ſuch as ftudied her foible with 
a deſign to govern her, beſtowing and with- 
drawing her confidence on ſlender grounds, 
not over grateful, and ſtill leſs generous. 
Hereyes were of a dark brown, a little dull ; 
her aſpect was haughty or obliging, accord- 
ing to the people ſhe received, but uſually it 
was ſevere. Her face was full, her mouth 
charming, her ſmile agreeable, her complexi- 
on a little too high, her neck, arms and hands 
perfectly well ſhaped ; ſhe was thick ſet, 
and had a heavy and ſtiff deportment; her 
voice was ſhrill, and her accent bold and com- 
manding. 8 | = 

While the widow of a young Perſian lord, 
to whom ſhe had been married but' three 
years, her charms and wit gained her the 
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heart of prince Sevegi, who courted her long, 
but being obliged to preſerve the favour of 
Ali Homajou, did not marry her, till after 
that prince's death, who would undoubtedly 
have oppoſed the match. She was about 
thirty ſix, when Sevagi, with his hand, gave 

her the rank and title of a princeſs. Their 
marriage was moſt happy; Zelide made the 
juſteſt and moſt perfect returns to the ex- 
treme tenderneſs of her huſband, who on her 
account renouncing the ſex, loved her ſolely 
till his death, and in his laſt moments gave 
her the ſtrongeſt marks of his eſteem and at- 
fection. This happy pair lived together 
thirteen years, the only fruit of their marri- 
age remaining being a prince, who was the 
A dearer to them as he had been very difficult to 
2 bring up. His mother almoſt idolized him, 
and accuſtomed from the moment of his 
birth to tremble for his ſafety, his ſlighteſt 
indiſpoſition gave her dreadful apprehenſions. 
From the time of his marriage, prince Se- 
vagi paſled the greateſt part of the year at a 
fine. eſtate he had, about ten hours journey 
from I/pahan. The caſtle was an antique 
building, whoſe outſide made no great ap- 
pearance, but whoſe apartments, by the im- 
menſe coſt beſtowed on them, were extreme- 
ly magnificent; a fine taſte ran thro? their diſ- 
poſition, wh ich was as commodious as well 
contrived. The ſituation of this palace was 

in a marſhy bottom, ſo that it was unhealthy; | 
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but the improvements art had made round it, 
and the pleaſures of hunting in a moſt ſpaci- 
ous park, full of game, drew always thither 
much company. The air of grandeur that 
reigned in the houſe ſpoke the wealth and 
quality of the owner, and the care of the do- 
meſtics to conform themſelves to the gene- 
roſity and hoſpitality of their lord, not 
only gained him love and reſpect, but them- 
ſelves univerſal eſteem. | 
It was here that Sha Sephi uſed to un- 
bend himſelf from the fatigues of an impor- 
tunate court. But he did on theſe occaſions 
viſit Sevagi, not as a monarch, but as a ten- 
der friend, who came to paſs ſome days with 
him and Zelide, with a ſmall number of ladies, 
and ſelected courtiers. Hunting, a diverſion 
this prince paſſionately lov'd, employed moſt 
of the day; at night gaming and enter- 
tainments furniſhed him new pleaſures, which 
were often protracted till morning. Here 
the Sophi, content, becauſe unconſtrain- 
ed by pomp or ſtate, was chearful and amia- 
ble, enlivening the converſation, giving him- 
ſelf up to gaiety with Zelide and Fatme, but 
was careful to let every one have by turns 
an equal ſhare of his converſation, and pleas ? 
to put all his little court in good humour. 
Iſmael Beg, tho' the particular friend of 
prince Sevagi, whether on account of his age 
or health, was ſeldom of theſe parties. 
For twelve years, that is, during the life of 
F _ Sevagr, 
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Sevggi, Sha Sephi never failed ſeveral times 
in a year to make theſe excurſions to this 
caſtle, which he very ſeldom viſited after his 
death ; a great proof of the eſteem and friend- 
ſhip he had for that prince. It is however 
true, that Zelide, after ſhe became a widow, 
ſhould have led a lefs ſolitary life, ſince the 
intereſt of her ſon might have opened her 
eyes to ſee the neceſſity of appearing at court 
on his account; and that ſne ſhould not in 
the Sophi's laſt viſits at the caſtle of **, 
have avoided appearing at ſupper; Nar- 
gum allo, who was no {kilful manager, ſhould 
not by his imperious airs, and an unſeaſon- 
able parſimony, have diſguſted ſome of the 
x Sepbi's retinue, who, though of no great qua- 
ltty, had that Prince s ear. And yet there 
5 was room to hope that the Sophi, who tenderly 
ö loved the mother and fon, would have con- 
| tinued his uſual vifits; but means were 
found to diſtaſte kim, and turn his attentions 
another way. 

During theſe viſits at prince Scvagl's, the 
king was not wholly enz,coffed by p Jeaſures. 
He ſometimes ſhut himfelf up with nich. Ze- 
ide and Fatine, or with onè or other of 


"Mem, and in theſe precious moments they 
ained from the monarch all the favours, 
their own intereſts, or thoſe of their friends 
„ or dependatits required. But this was always 
. done with reſerve, and generally by agree- 


ment with the ea, Who was either 
ac- 
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acquainted | wal w.. 4 or reconciled in the 
end. It was in theſe petty councils that they 
obtained for the young prince, ſon of Sevag?, 
the grant in reverſion of the governments 
and offices of his father. It was in theſe, that 
the king was prevailed on to recal from exile 
Nadir, the ſon of Zelide by her firſt marriage, 
who by a raſhneſs, excuſable only from his 
youth, had entered into a conſpiracy to de- 
ſtroy I/mae! Beg. It was in theſe ſecret con- 
ferences, that methods were taken to diſgrace 
Coſrou, and the blows aim'd at him were 
more dangerous as he was ignorant of them; 
and here, by the advice of 1/nael Beg himſelf, 
who intended to retire, the neceſſary meaſures 
were taken to place prince Sevagt at the head 
of affairs; in fine, it was in theſe country vi- 
fits, that SH Sephi was - firſt diſcover d to 
have a riſing inclination to the fair ſex, This 
Cabal, apprehenſive that by conſulting only 
his paſſion he might raiſe to the rank of fa- 
vourite ſome beautiful young lady, ambi- 
tious, and capable of governing, thought it 
moſt -adviſeable for their joint intereſt to 
biaſs his inclination in favour of Retima, who 
had no qualifications to make her dreaded, 
one on whom they could depend, and from 
whom they took care to exact a promiſe, that 
ſhe would be contented with the bare ho- 
nours of the handkerchief +, and would aſk 

1 nothing 


This alludes to the cuſtom of the Sultans giving the 
handkercheif to the oy who isto pen the night with him. 
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nothing of the Sophi, without the conſent of 
thoſe who, ſhe knew, had his confidence and 
eſteem. A very ſingular treaty, by which 
Retima dearly bought an appearance of cre- 
dit, and the honour of ſhining at the king's 
ſide in the parties of pleaſure, to which none 
but his favourites were admitted, yet a trea- 
ty ſhe religiouſly kept during all the time of 
her favour, and is an inſtance of punctuality 
the more commendable, as it is perhaps un- 
exampled, as ſhe could not be ignorant that 
there are advantageous moments, in which a 
temale favourite may dare to aſk any thing 
even of a prince the leaſt complaiſant, eſpe- 
cially when ſhe 1s his firſt choice. But pro- 
bably the paſſion of Retima was dilintereſt- 
ed and ſincere, and ſhe ſought leſs in Sha Sephi 
the monarch than the lover: ſo true an affec- 
tion had ſhe for this prince. 
Retima, the wife of Usbeck, a Per/ian lord, 
was neither young nor handſome ; ſhe was 
about thirty-five, her viſage and noſe long, 
her forehead large and high, her cheeks a 
little flat, her mouth large, her complection 
rather dark than fair, her eyes large and fine, 
very lively, but had a forbidding caſt, her 
voice was hoarſe and diſagreeable, her neck 
and arms homely ; it was ſaid ſhe had a fine 
leg, a beauty perhaps owing to her leanneſs; 
ſhe was tall, and had a ſtately walk, but want-_ 
ed both grace and majeſty, tho* ſhe dreſſed 
with great art, and in a fine taſte, having a 
4 talent 
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talent of ad; ruſting her perſon to. advantage, 
which all he ladies at court ſtrove to imatate 
in vain. She had a great ſhare of ſenſe and 
ſincerity, but little or no ambition ; ſhe was 
entertaining, chearful, of an equal temper, a 
ſure friend, generous, compaſſionate, fond 
to oblige, which ſhe did as it were at ſecond 
hand, being afraid to do-it herſelf, left ſhe 
ſhould loſe the favour of thoſe who had rais'd 

er, and particularly apprehenſive of forfeit- 
ing the protection of 1/;2ae! Beg, who, find- 
ing the neceſſity of ſuffering a miſtreſs, had 
no cauſe to diſapprove the choice of Retima, 
whoſe character he knew too well to fear her 
depriving him of his authority over the So- 
Phi. 

Some have ſuppoſed that this paſſion was 
not real, but only ſerved to veil Sha Sephi's 
amour with a ſiſter of Retima, called Zacht, 
lately married to a young lord of the court. 
Zachi was tall, not handſomer than Retima, 
but younger; {he had an infinite ſhare of wit, 
was haughty, enterprizing, envious and re- 
vengeful, fond of power and authority, hav- 
ing few friends, and but ill qualified to in- 
creaſe their number, wholly felf-intereſted, 
and intent to raiſe her fortune by her favour, 
in which ſhe would have infallibly ſucceeded 
if death had not ſtop'd her in the beginning 
of her career; in a word, ſhe was a danger- 
ous favourite. She died in childbed little re- | 
gretted, not without ſome ſuſpicion that her 

F 3 growing 


1 541 
growing influence, and her reſtleſs ambitious 
temper contributed to ſhorten her days. Sha 
Sephi bewaiPd her loſs for ſome time ; the 
tender Retima, whoſe heart was ſincere, ſha- 
red his grief, and was truly affected with her 
ſiſter's loſs. As the Soph: greatly regretted 
Zachi, and took a particular care of the child 
ſhe left behind, there was reaſon to believe 
that he paſſionately loved her. 

The king's diverſions, which this accident 
had interrupted, took the uſual train. Hunt- 
ing, ſeveral little excurſions, fometimes to 
prince Sevagi's, ſometimes to other villas near 
the capital, the tender attachment and cares 
of Retima, who conſtantly attended the king, 
the endeavours uſed by Fatme and Zelide to 
divert him, and, above all, the exquiſite en- 
tertainments provided for him in thoſe de- 
lightful retreats, where none but his confidents 
had acceſs, all conſpired to make him forget 
Zacbi. Thele retreats were of the Sophi's own 
contrivance z without being entirely ſeparated 
from his palace, they had only ſo far a com- 
munication with it, as was neceſſary for the 
uſe. A ſecret door from the monarch's a- 
partment gave him the liberty of acceſs to 
theſe ſequeſtred rooms, when he had a mind 
to entertain himſelf with his ſelected favou- 
rites. Every thing at theſe ſeaſons was com- 
modiouſly and elegantly diſpoſed. To give 
the reader ſome idea of it, we ſhall uſe the 
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It was (ſays he) a ſmall temple, where 
vere frequently celebrated nocturnal feaſts 
:1 honour of Bacchus and Venus. The 
Sophi was high-prieſt, Retima high-prieſteſs ; 
the reſt of the ſacred choir was compoſec 


of the fineſt women, and the moſt accom- 
pliſlied courtiers, perſons : worthy to be 


initiated in theſe myſteries. There by the 
moſt exquifite hbations, and different 
hymns in praiſe of Bacchas, they endea- 


voured to obtain his favourable interceſ- 


ſion with the yprian goddeſs, to whom from 
time to time they preſented the richeſt of- 
ferings. Theſe libations were made with 


the moſt coſtly and rare wines, the moſt 


delicious viands ſerved for the ſacrifices, and 
were often (eſpecially on ſolemn days) 
dreſſed by the hands of the high-prieſt him- 
ſelf. Comns had the direction of thefe 
feaſts, in which Momus preſided. No ſlave 
was ſuffered to aſſiſt in theſe ſolemn and 
auguſt rites, nor to enter the inſide of the 
temple, till the moment when the prieſts 
and prieſteſſes, oppreſſed with the aber 
of the deities, fell into an extaſy or trance, 
the violence of which diſcover'd the ex- 
ceſs of their zeal, and the preſence of the 

„ powers 


* Hiſtory of the different religions introduced into 


Perſia, from the death of Alexander the Great to the 


preſent time. By Kodgia, : 
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powers they adored. When the ceremo- 
« nies were thus conſummated, theſe favou- 
< rites of the gods were carried off with re- 
* ſpect, and the Sage of the temple ſhut up. 


« Certain days of the year were ſolely con- 


« ſecrated to Bacchus, the honours of which 


& were likewiſe under the direction of Comus, 


„ and were called the leſſer feſtivals. On 


% theſe the high pricſt admitted into the 
« temple Sevagi, Fatme, Zelide, and ſome 


* others, before whom, as prophane perſons, 


% only the ordinary rites were performed. 
In effect, ſo far were they from being of 
« the fortunate number to whom the eſſen- 
“ tial and important ceremonies of worſhip 


ce were intruſted, that they were ſcarce 


< thought worthy of that ſmall part 1 in them, 
of which they were partakers.” 

While Sha Szphi thus abandon'd himſelf 
to pleaſure, Iſinael Beg and Coſrou were taken 
up with greater affairs. The unexpected 
death of Mahmoud, king of Thibet, put all 
Aja in agitation, each power deſiring to ſee 
that throne filPd with a prince agreeable to 
its intereſts z Perſia in particular was greatly 


concerned, not to loſe ſo favourable an op- 


portunity of replacing that crown on the head 
of Chekour, father-in-law to the Sophi. 
 Thibet is an extenſive and fertile country, 
ſituated in Great Tartary, and bordering upon 
the kingdom of Zagathay, and the empires 
of ik ia, and Mogol. It is divided th 
: e 
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the Greater and Leſſer Thibet. The nobility, 
or grandees, have an abſolute power even o- 


ver the lives of the people, who are ſlaves. 
Their troops conſiſt chiefly in cavalry ; the 
government is of a mixt kind, the king hav- 
ing power to do nothing without the concur- 
rence and conſent of the nobility, but veſted 
with a right of diſpoſing of all offices, which, 


however, can be only held by the natives. 


This crown has always been elective, and 
ſold to the higheſt bidder. On theſe occa- 
ſions it is, that the Th:ibetians, naturally co- 
vetous and ſelfiſh, ſell their votes at a dear 
rate, being ready for a bribe on all hands, 
ſiding one day with this candidate, the next 
with another, and ſometimes changing par- 
ties more than once in the ſame day. At 
the time of election, the cuſtom is for every 
grandee to appear at the place appointed for 
the general aſſembly, with a certain number 
of troops, which when all united, form a nu- 
merous army, the intention of which is to 
ſecure the electors from any attempts of an 
enterprizing candidate, as well as to furniſh 
the prince elected with the effectual and rea- 


dy means of reducing his oppoſers. 
It had been a conſiderable time ſince Nah- 


moud, Raja of Labor, had been elected king 


Jof this country. He had ſcarce taken poſ- 


ſeſſion of this new dignity, when encouraged 
by the proximity of his hereditary territory 
of Labor, from whence he could eaſily draw 

1 ſup- 
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ſupplies, he endeavoured to ſtretch the royal 
authority beyond the limits preſcrib'd to his 
predeceſſors, and to oppreſs the liberty of the 
grandees. He was even ſo imprudent as to 
attack, without any pretence, the king of 
Falekelder, whoſe youth he openly deſpiſed. 
ll This injured prince entered Thibet with an 
1 army, and being ſeconded by the malecon- 
. tents, dethroned Mabmoud, who fled to his 
- principality ; after which, aſſembling the 
grandees, he cauſed the election to fall on Che- 
.keur, one of the moſt conſiderable T hibetian 
lords of his party ; but being young, and eager 
after conqueſt, like another Alexander, carry- 
ing his arms into remote regions, was at laſt 
totally defeated at Lotupwa. Immediately 
Mahmoud took his advantage of the defeat, 
re- enter d Thibet with a numerous army, de- 
feated Chekour, and forced him in his turn 
to fly. This unfortunate king thought him- 
ſelf happy to find an azylum in Perſia, where 
he paſſed his days in tranquillity, till the death 
of Mahmoud, which the Athematdoulet made 
a handle of, under pretence of arming in fa- 
vour of the Sophi's father-in-law, to promote 
projects of much greater importance. In ef- 
fect, the conduct of 1/mael Beg in this affair, 
gave occaſion to think, that the reſtoring 
Chekour to his crown was not his only view, 
but rather he took this opportunity, by op- 
. Ars poſing 


| See the declaration of war, Gent, Mag. Vol. 3. p- 
553, and a ſhort anſwer, p. 609. 
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poſing the deſigns of the Griat Mogol, to 
kindle a war, the ſecret aim of which was, at 
the expence of that prince, to form a conſider- 
able ſovereignty for a ſon of the king of China, 
to augment the dominl ons of the king of 
N cba, with whom Perſia had contracted a 
cloſe alliance, and to procure Sha Sephi o- 
ther conſiderable advantages. 
Before we enter into the detail of this war 
and its conſequences, we think proper to in- 
form the reader of what paſſed in Thibet at 
this new election. | 
The Mogol, 1 upported by Ruſſia, ſtrongly 
recommended to the Thibelian nobility the 
ſon of Mahmoud, who had ſucceeded his fa- 
tier in the principality of Labor, ſituated in 
his empire on which it depended, and who 
was married to one of his nieces, motives 
which might well juſtify his eſpouſing his in- 
tereſts. With a view of more effectually ſup- 
porting this candidate, the Mogo! and Ruſſia, 
each marched an army towards the "frontiers 
of Thibet, a very proper way of influencing 
the ſuffrages of the grandees, who ſaw the 
danger of diſobliging two powers, who ſol- 
licited with the ſword drawn. I/mael Beg, 
more moderate in appearance, repreſented to 
all the Afatic courts how ſhameful it was 
thus to oppreſs the liberties of Thibet, at the 
ſame time he employed a ſkilful emiflary in 
that country to purchaſe underhand with Per- 


ian . the votes of the nobility. This 


method 
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method, which was more agreeable to the 
grandees, joined to the aſſurances they receiv- 
ed from Perſia of a powerful ſuceour in 


caſe they were attacked, as well as their in- 
clination to Chekour, who was a native, and 


had been their king before, produced all the 
effects I/mael Beg expected. There wanted 
only the preſence of that prince to remove 
the obſtacles that remained. Great preparations 
were made in Perſia for Chekour's journey, 
and while a ſplendid equipage ſet out for 
Thibet, as if attending his perſon, he ſecret- 
ly, and in diſguiſe, took a different road, and 
arrived ſafe in Thibet, with only one attend- 
ant. He was immediately elected by the 
grandees, only one of them refuſing his vote, 
who left the aſſembly, and retiring to ſome 
diſtance from the field of election with the 
troops he had brought, proclaimed at their 
head the ſon of Mahmoud. This event would 
have produced no ill conſequence, if Chekour, 
as he was preſſed to do, had put himſelf at 
the head of the crown army, and attack- 
ed the rebel, whom he might eaſily have 

deſtroyed : But either unwilling to ſtain his 
acceſſion to the throne with the blood of his 
ſubjects, or thro' indolence, or too great a 
contempt for the revolters, whoſe number 
ſeem'd inconſiderable, he fat ſtill, and gave 
the diſaffected party time to gather ſtrength, 
and put the fon of Mahmoud at their head. 
| This 


| + See this affair, Gent. Mag. Vol. 3, p. 497. 
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This impolitic conduct loſt him the crown a 
ſecond time; the greateſt number of his 
friends abandoned him, and ſided with his 
competitor ; the few who continued faithful, 
were. compelled to yield to ſuperior force. 
Chekour was himſelf conſtrained to fly, and, 

with thoſe who followed his fortune, to ſhel- 
ter himſelf in a frontier town of Thibet, 
where he was quickly beſiegeect. 

This ill news ſoon reached Per/ia ; all the 
people regarded the affair of Thibet as a na- 
tional concern, and loudly ſaid that the 
glory of the Soph, and the honour of Perſia 
were intereſted in the ſupport of Chekour. 
Iſmael Beg, or rather Coſrou, pleaſed with 
tais zeal, which juſtified in the eyes of all 

Ala the vaſt preparations which were mak- 
mg for war, ſent a {mall body of troops to- 
wards 7 biber, which he gave out were to be 
followed from time to time by freſh rein- 
forcements, being (as he ſaid) unwilling to 
fend at once a large body for fear of giving 
umbragetoſome neighbouring powers, whom 
it was improper to diſoblige : Nor was it 
thought convenient too much to weaken the 


Y forces at home, at a time when the Mo- 
gol, who was juſtly ſuſpected of meditating; 
ſome deſigns to the prejudice of Perfi aa, Was 

In arms. 
The firſt column of theſe ſuccours deſigned 
NE Chekour arrived ſafely at the capital * 
G the 
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the kingdom of Balk, the prince of which 
was in alliance with Perſia. Immediately 
Onumar, then reſident from the Sophi at the 
court of Balt, a briſk enterprizing man, 
rather guided by zeal than prudence, put 
himſelf at the head of theſe troops, and, 


- Contrary to the advice of the commandant, 


who was for waiting the arrival of the troops 
that followed, he march'd to the town beſieg- 
ed, with an intention to throw himſelf into the 
place. Being arrived in ſight of the beſieg- 
ers lines he grew impatient, and with a hand- 
ful of men, brave and reſolute indeed, he cn. 


_ * deavoured to force a paſſige. But a ful 


taining a conſiderable loſs, he“ fell + elf 
in the action. The commandant, w. had 
foreſeen the ill ſucceſs of the attempt, made 
a good retreat, and gained in 1a. y the +7. 

ital of Batk, where the remainder of tb 
e from Perſia arrived ſoc. e ten. 7 
was then reſolved to make a ſecond attamp- 
to relieve the town, and for this end to en. 
ploy ſtratagem rather than force, They ac- 
cordingly marched to the enemy, but all 
the artifices they uſed were fruitleſs, and they 
had been obliged to return as they came, if 
a young officer, ſcarce twenty years old, had 
not offered on forfeit of his head to throw 


Part of the troops into the place. The me- 


thod he propoſed was, to convey them by 
night in boats along the river which waſhed 
the, walls of the town, This project was 
ap- 

See Gent. Mag. Vol. IV. p. 334. C. | 
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approved, and the officer, notwithſtanding 
the fire of the beſtegers, who were alarmed 
by the noiſe of the oars, luckily conveyed 
the ſuccours into the town, and by the ſame 
means,and good fortune returned to the main 
army. This little ſupply heartened the be- 
ſieged, who in hopes of more conſiderable 
aſſiſtance defended themſelves vig rouſly; 
but bemg diſappointed m their expectation, 
they loft all courage. Chekour foreſeeing 
by the extremity the place was reduced to, 
that it would ſoon be obliged to ſurrender, 
and having good cauſe to miſtruſt the Gene- 
ral of the befiegers, who he knew had a de- 
fign on his perfon, ſecretly left the town 
two days * the capitulation, attended 
only by a faithful officer, who perfectly 
knew the country. With this guide, after the 

reateſt * hazards, and by ſecret ways, he at 

aſt arrived at Samarcand, a town of Zagathay, 
where by order of the king he was received 
with all the honours due to his rank. After 
a ſhort ſtay here, he returned to Perſia, to 
lead a more peaceful and happy lite than he 
| G-2- could 


Croſſing the river in a little boat, and in it rowing 
through inundations, reeds and marſhes, ſometimes 
drawing the boat over ſwamps into'deeper water, tra- 
velling up to the knees in mud, obliged to lie a night 
and a day concealed in a garret under ſtraw, in a houſe 
viſited by Mu/covites and Cofſacts, who were ſearching 
for him, till after fix days inexpreſſible fatigue and dan- 
ger he happily croſſed the Fi/ula and Nogat, and ar- 
rived at Marienwerder. See his own affecting journal 


of this eſcape, Gent. Mag. Vol. IV. pag. 629, 705. 
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could ever have enjoyed on the throne of 
Thibet, of which at the enſuing peace he was 
allowed to retain the title of king. To this 
mark of diſtinction were added other ho- 
nours, ſufficient to ſatisfy a prince not very 
ambitious, on whoſe account Perſia knew 
how to make herſelf full amends for the vaſt 
expences which, under pretence of aſſiſting 
his father-in-law, Sha Sephi was at in the war 

he declared againſt the Great Mogol. 
Chekour, when he left Samarcand, was 
fifty nine years old. This prince was mid- 
dle-ſized, thick-ſet, and high- ſhoulder'd. 
His face was full, his phyſiognomy agreable, 
and his deportment free and eaſy, but without 
that air of awe and majeſty which is requi- 
ſite in kings, To a natural good and ſweet 
diſpoſition he joined a mildneſs, and gene- 
roſity of ſoul, which his fortune deprived him 
of the power of exerting as he would. He was 
no Warrior, little troubled with ambition, 
and. rather too humble and familiar in his 
behaviour. In this point he differed greatly 
from his queen, who was haughty and am- 
bitious, and continually regretted her loſt 
grandeur, whereas he preferred retirement 
and liberty to all the pomp of a court. His 
life had been full of changes : twice he ſaw 
himſelf ſeared on the throne of Thibet ; the 
firſt time by the power of a victorious king, 
joined to the diſcontent of the Thibetian lords 
at Mahmoud ; the ſecond by the ſupport ba 
e 


of Oy | 

the king of Perſia, his ſon-in-law, Twice 
he was forced to abdicate the throne ;- the 
firſt time by the defeat of his protector, and 
the inconſtancy of his ſubje&s 3 the ſecond 
by .his indolence and exceſſive confidence, 
or, in other words, by his own fault. Thus 
fortune treated this prince, by his good qua- 
lities worthy of a better fate, but whom na- 
ture had formed fitter for privacy than ſtate. 

Perſia having declared war againſt the 
Meogo! emperor, the Sopht cauſed two large ar- 
mies to take the field: The one was deſign- 
ed to act on the Indus, the other in the 
countries water'd by the Ganges. 

Boulaki, who commanded the former, hav- 
ing paſſed the Indus, ſeized without much 
reſiſtance a ſtrong fort [ Kebl] and entering the 
enemy's country beſieged Daltabat, a ſtrong 
place, which did not make the defence ex- 
_ pected. Notwithſtanding the diſadvantages 

of the ground, and the continued rains, this 
general puſh'd the works with vigour. The 
ſoldiers, animated by his preſence and ex- 
ample, ruſhed on to the attacks up to the 
waiſt in water, with a zeal and courage 
worthy the greateſt praiſes. Boulati having 
made himſelt maſter of the outworks, pre- 
pared to ſtorm the place, when he was * kil- 
led in the midſt of his children and fome 
general officers by a cannon ball, juſt at the 
time A led by his hot and polls hu- 
G 3 maour, 

„ See his character, Gent. Mag. Pal. IV. p. 333. 
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[66 ]. 


_ an exact diſcipline amongſt the troops, 
and was a man of uncommon probity. His 


loſs greatly afflicted the ſoldiers, but did not 


diſcourage them. Sjab and Ibbi, his lieu- 
tenant generals, far inferior to him in capa- 
city, had all the honour-of this ſiege, the 


- 


place ſurrendring to them a few days after 


his death. Sujahb, who was grown old in 
the profeſſion of war, and had been the 


raiſer of his own fortune, had the poſt which 
in Europe is called grand maſter of the artil/e- 
7y, which however he was not well ſkilled in: 
ile was irrefolute, ſeldom forming any cer- 
tain plan, but acting according to circum- 
ſtances. He often committed faults, and 
did not well enough know how to unprove 
the advantages ariſing from his own poſition, 
or that of an enemy. Ibbi, the brother of 
Zelidèe, whom we have mentioned, had a: 
good underſtanding, and a very extenſive 
knowledge in many things beſides war, 
Which he affected to be a great maſter of, 
perhaps becauſe he had been long in the ſer- 
vice; but he was really an indifferent offi- 
cer, being too cautious z a fault, which giv- 


ing the foldiery room to ſuſpect their leader 
of fear, deprives them of that confidence 


Which 
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mour, or his ill fate, he ſtood expoſed on 
the top of the trenches, to ſee the effect of 
the batteries he had ordered. By his death 
Sha Sepbi loſt a brave general, and experi- 
enced, active and vigilant officer, - who 
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which is the ſoul of an army, and the moff 
ſolid aſſurance of ſucceſs. He was alſo 


ſhort-fighted z a defect, which on ſome im- 


portant occaſions had cauſed him to miſtake 
ſhadows for realities, He had a graceful 


appearance, was very briſk and opiniona- 


tive, little eſteemed by the ſoldiers, but 
a refined and ſucceſsful courtrer. The 
conduct of the army of Boulaki was intruſted 
to theſe generals; who, jealous of each other, 


did not act in concert, and ſpent this ſum- _ 


mer and the following without any thing 
remarkable. 
The third campaign, to prevent the pre- 


judice the public affairs received from 


this miſunderſtanding, IJbi was removed, 


and ſent to the army on the Ganges, and 


Seif, one of the generals of that army, had 
orders to fill his poſt. Notwithſtanding this 
precaution, and though Sujah and Seif 
agreed perfectly, yet the Sophr's arms made 
no great progreſs on the Indus, the Mogo! 
emperor having oppoſed to them a great 


general, called Eveneg, who was grown old 
in the profeſſion of arms, having made war' 
in different countries, and with different na- 


tions. By this he had acquired an uncom- 


mon experience, and juſtly merited the 


name of the greateſt captain of the age he 
lived in. His birth was illuſtrious, and he 
ſupported that dignity by an extraordinary 
merit. This generoſity of temper was 
1 | heightned 
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1 68 
heightned by a greatneſs of mind, and # 
magnanimity, which made him almoſt ado: 


red by his own troops, as well as feared and 
admired by his enemies, Some coldneſſes, 


Which he had met with in his youth at the 


court of Per/ia, forced him to enter into the 
fervice of the Mogel, who received him with 
open arms, and employ'd him directly. 
His firſt exploits in war foretold his future 
reputation, and when he arrived at the 
chief command, he gave Perſia frequent 
occaſions to repent her not having ſecured 
him in her intereſts, 

All that Syjab and: Seif could do againſt ſo 
formidable an antagoniſt, who gave them 
perpetual alarms, was to preſerve their con- 
queſts, and to poſt themſelves always fo ad- 
vantageouſly, or intrench themſeives ſo 
ſtrongly, as to avoid being torced to an 
engagement. But in the deſperate ſtate to 
which the Magol's affaits were reduced by 
his great loſſes in the provinces on the Gan- 


_ Fes, it was a maſter-ſtroke in Eveneg to re- 


duce the Perſian generals to ſtand on the 
d:fenlive, even in their own conqueſts ; for 


if Perſia had had as great ſucceſs. on the [n- 


dus as on the Ganges, we may affirm the 


Mogel had been ruined, It is true, this mo- 


narch had undertaken the war contrary to 
the advice of Eveneg, who was far from 
thinking Perſia ſo contemptible an enemy 
as ſhe appeared to his maſter, The reign- 
L | ing 
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ing Mogol was called Sha Reſſinc Frola ; we. 


mall in the ſequel ſpeak of him, his domi- 


2 and government. 


Gemchid, an old warrior, aged fourſcore, 
who had gained a high reputation, rather by 


his courage, which his uncommon good for- 


tune, and a confidence of ſucceſs, contribu- 
ted to carry ſometimes to a degree of raſn- 


neſs, than any experience founded on a cloſe 


ſtudy of his profeſſion, (which he entered up- 
on with but a ſmall fortune, very young, 
and in which he had found the ſecret of a- 
maſſing great riches) was named general 
of the Per/ian army, deſigned to act on the 
Ganges, He had in ſome ſort ſolicited this 


command, and it was not a little ridiculous 


to ſee this grey- headed hero, ſtooping under 
his armour, making at his ſetting out ſuch 
rodomontades as were ſcarce pardonable in 
a young officer. His inſtructions were to 
Join his troops to thoſe of the king of Necbal, 
and briſkly attack the Mogols on one fide, 
while the Chineſe did ſo on the other. The 
conjunction was accordingly made, and the 
combined army, commanded by the king of 
Necbal, was found formidable enough to 
make a powerful diverſion, Gemchid behay*d 
well, but the infirmities inſeparable from 


his great age, increaſed by the fatigues of a 


camp, threw him into a ſickneſs, which car- 
ried him off towards the end of the campaign. 
He died at a * city a ſmall diſtance from the 

| army, 


* Sce his character, Gent. Mag. Jil. IV. p. 33 
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[79 5 
army, and (as it is ſaĩd) in the very:chamber 
where he drew his firit breath. The king 
of Necbal, in appearance, regretted him; buy 
at the bottom was not diſpleaſed to be rid 
of a man, ho deaten'd him continually. with 
his capacity, and who oppoſed all his projects 


with the leſs complaiſance, as the troops 


which he commanded, made the moſt con- 
Ederable part of the allied army. 

- Nefir and Seif, who ſerved as lieutenant 

generals under Gemchid, on his death took 
the command of the Perſian army. Both: 
theſe generals were enterprizing, fond of 
glory, but a little too careleſs as to diſcipline, 
and for that reaſon beloved by the ſoldiery. 
They were very fit for what in war is called 
a bold ſtroke, excellent to command in ſecond, 
or to ſhine at the head of a detachment, but 
wanted the patience and wiſdom neceſſary 
to govern alargearmy. In other reſpects, they 


were brave officers, and acted in concert for 


the good of the common caule. | 
Neſjir, in the courſe of this war met with a 
ſmall diſgrace, occaſioned by his obttinacy 
in not manning an advanced poſt in ſight 
of the enemy, though he was aclviſed to the 
contrary, Heinlifted the place was ſecure 


from its poſition and the nature of the 


ground, but by his neglect of it he was the 
ſame night ſurpriſed and forced in his quarters. 


He was even ſo full of confidence, that af- 
ter 


p * 9 — PET 
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ter having viſited * 2 at evening all 
the other poſts, he went to bed in his tent 
with as great unconcern and tranquillity as if 
he had Deen in his hotel at Iſpaban. Scarce 
had he ſlept two hours, when he was wakened 
uddenly by the noiſe of arms, and the cries 
of the contederates. He roſe immediately, 
Find prepared to drefs himſelf, and fly where 
the danger called ; but the attack was ſo 

unforeſeen, and ſo well conducted, that the 
© Auigoliaus had got to his tent, ſo that half 
naked he was forced to eſcape, and happily 
b purchaſe his ſafety with the lofsof his equipage. 


414 renn 


This F little misfortune, the neceſſary conſe- 


gquencc of his confidence and imprudence, af- 
forded for ſome days a ſubject of raillery to 
the ſoldiers, who love to jeſt with every 
thing, even without reſpect to their leaders; 
but "Us Ne/jir's courage was unqueſtionable, 
his reputation no way ; ſuffered by this acci- 
dent. 

About this time Sha Sepbi, to reward the 
good ſervices of his generals, Sujah, bi, 
Neſir, and Seif, on the fame day ſent to 
each of them the grand Calaat.“ 

Tho? the Mogel had ſent to the Ganges 
the flower of his troops, and given their 
command to Semir, a brave and experienced 


general 


1 See Gent. Mag. Vol. IV. p. 515. 
| * Calant is a robe of honour ſent by the Grand Sig- 
i nior and other eaftern Princes to ſuch Generals or Go- 
. vernors as behave well: but it is here metaphorically 
| put for the Paton of Marſhal of France. 
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general, yet his arms were unſucceſsful. By 
trequent ſkirmiſhes between detachments, in 
which the Mogol troops had generally the 
diſadvantage, the allies forced the paſſes, 
and taking ſeveral towns after eacn other, 
opened a way into the fineſt provinces of the 
empire. The Perſians had ſtill new grounds 
to hope for greater conquelts, as Semir in a 
battle he engaged in, loſt his life juſt at the 
moment when the ardour of his troops had 
diſordered thoſe of his enemies, and flittered 
him with a complete victory. Whatever 
care was taken to conceal his death from his 
army, they ſoon diſcovered it, and loſt cou- 
rage; this turn gave time to the combined 
army to recover itſelf; and fall with ſuch 
fury on the Mogolians, that after a weak re- 
ſiſtance they were totally defeated. | 
Theremarkable ſucceſſes of this campaign, 
joined to the progreſs the Chineſe made on 
their ſide, decided the remainder of the war, 
Sigoken,who ſucceeded Semir in the command, 
found it impoſſible to re-eſtabliſh matters; 
the Mogolians were driven from poſt to poſt. 
The king of Necbal diſcovered on all oc- 
caſions an uncommon activity and courage; 
his capacity, at an age which might excuſe 
his want of it, ſurpaſſed that of the oldeſt 
generals, and was equally admired by officers 
and ſoldiers, who, wherever he led, believed 
they marched to an aſſured victory. It was 
in theſe diſpoſitions, ſo flattering to a com- 
mander, 


ura 


mander, and ſo conſpicuous in themſelves, 
that the battle of Oric was fought ; ; à battle 


the more bloody, as the two armies attack - 
ed each other by ſeparate bodies, which were 
again ſucceeded by others; ſo that it might 


be ſaid there were as many diſtinct actions 


in it, as there were regiments engaged. 
Sigoken did all that could be expected from 
an able commander, and the Mogolians, as 
if it had been their laſt effort, fought like 


men deſperate. But after an obſtinate and 


ſanguine reſiſtance, they were forced to quit - 


the field to the Perſians ; who, being them- 


ſelves weakened by the loſs they ſuſtained, 
left them a free retreat, contented with an 


advantage which had coſt them dear. 


It was in this engagement that a Per ſian 
officer of note, leading his troops to the 


charge, had the misfortune to fall, and re- 
main a conſiderable time trampled on by the 


men and horſes, who rode over his body. 


In this deplorable condition, he was at lait 


drawn out from amongſt the ſlain, but was 


ſoon recovered, without having much hurt ; 


he was one of the handſomeſt men ever ſeen, 


and taxed with admiring his own perſon as 


much as a lady: which gave room for ſome 
to ſay, that out of concern for his beauty, 
he had preferred this method of ſaving ir, 


though to the hazard of being either killed, 


or greatly disfigured, 


H After 
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After this battle, there paſſed nothing re- 
markable. The combined army approached 
the ſtrong towns, and ſeemed by their pre- 
parations and diſpoſitions to threaten a lege 
of conſequence; but the propoſitions of 
peace made in the inlerim procured a ſuſpen- 
ſion of arms. However, the armies conti- 
nued both on the Ganges and Indus, till the 
contending powers having agreed, withdrew 
their troops, and till the concluſion of the 
treaty in agitation, left matters on the foot- 
ing they were, = 

Beſides the conſiderable loſſes which the 
Mogul emperor ſuſtained in this war, and 
which induced him to wiſh it ended; there 
were other ſtrong motives to incline him to 
peace. This prince was about fifty one, 
and of a tender conſtitution. He had no 
children but daughters; and the age of his 
empreſs, who was forty five, gave him no 
proſpect of an heir to continue his family, 
the male line of which was thus likely to ceaſe 
with himſelf. The fear of leaving princeſſes, 
yet young, to maintain an expenſive war, 
or as ſome think, his deſign of marrying 
the eldeft of his daughters to ſome prince 
he might recommend to his ſubjects for his 
ſucceſſor, and in this having no mind to 
expoſe himſelf to the oppoſition of the powers 
with whom he was then at variance; were 
the reaſons which influenced him to hearken 
to an accommodation. 


After 


e 
After ſome preliminary negotiations ba- 
twixt his miniſters and thoſe of Perſia, 
which were. kept ſecret, leſt the king of 
Necbal, or the emperor of China, ſhould have 
ſtarted ſome difficulty to interrupt them, 
the articles were ſigned at Gebanabad, the capi- 
tal of Indoſton, and the reſidence of the Mogol 
emperor, The ſubſtance of them was, That 
«© Chetour ſhould reſign the crown of Thibet, 
retaining the title of king, in which qua- 
„„ lity he ſhould be acknowledged by all 
« the contending powers. That he ſhould 
«© be put in peaceable poſſeſſion of the prin- 
e cipality of Tata, to enjoy it during life; 
« and that after his death, that territory 
„ ſhould be united in full ſovereignty for 
„ever to the crown of Per/ia, That the 
* /on of Mahmoud ſhould be acknowledged 
„as king of Poland by Chekour and his 
« allies. That to indemnity the prince of 
« Tatta for ſacrificing his dominions to 
e the publick tranquility, he ſhould have 
« the principality of Aracam. That the 
„ ſon of the emperor of China ſhould be 
« acknowledged as king of Cochinchina,and 
countries dependent on it. That the 
king of Necbal ſhould have the territory 
„ of Ava, and its diſtricts. That Per/ia 
fſhould reſtore the conqueſts ſhe had made 
« in the Mogol empire during the war,exclu- 
c five of certain domains granted that emper- 
«© orin full propriety. And laſtly, that Perſia 

H 2 „ fſhould 
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_ & ſhould guarantee the famous edict by which 
« the Mogol had ſettled the ſuccefſion of his 

* Hereditary eſtates in his own family. _ 
Such was the iſſue and concluſion of a 
war, from whence Sha Refjinc Frola, though 
reduced to the greateſt extremity, found 
means happily to extricate himſelf, at the ex- 
pence of the princes of Tata and. Aracam. 
As to his giving up the kingdom of Cochin- 
china, and the territory of Ava, it was only 
making a virtze of neceſſity, ſince the Chineſe 
had wholly ſubdued the former, to which 
they had old pretenſions; and on the other 
hand, the king of Necbal and the Perſians 
were maſters, not only of Ava, but of the 
beſt provinces near the Ganges; beſides, theſe 
ceſſions of the Mogol were ſufficiently countet- 
balanced by the generoſity of Perſia in re- 
ſtoring the conqueſts ſhe had made, and in 
the territories ett him in full propriety by tlie 
ce; a title more certain, than his pre- 

tended rights to the countries he gave up. 
As ſoon as theſe articles were ſigned, in 
which each of the contending powers, ahd 
eſpecially the Great Mogol, found his own 
advantages, that prince haſtened the conclu- 
ſion of the match, betwixt his eldeſt daugh- 
ter Nagar, and Narfi ic prince of Aratam, 
who before the peace was ſtyled prince of 
Tatta. But Sa Reſſinc Frola, ſtill hoping for 
an heir, made this mew couple renounce tlie 
Mogel crown, in caſe he had a jon. = the 
| ame 
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fame ack it was ſtipulated, that if Nagar had 
no male iſſue, and her ſiſter Remana had, the 
children of the latter ſhould ſucceed, to the 
excluſion of the daughters of Nagar, in the 
Mogol's hereditary eſtates, to which Narſic 
(as to his perſon) was cut off from all pre- 
tenſions, _ 

Coſrou, who could not be denied the ho- 
nour of having procured Sha Sephi and his 
allies great advantages by this peace, was 
turning all his attention, that Perſia might 
enjoy the fruits of his labours, when he was 
ſuddenly diſgraced. His - accuſation was, 
that by the treaty of Gehanabad he had ſacri- 
ficed the intereſt of the allied powers to the 
Mogol emperor, and made peace upon too 
ealy conditions: that in the diſtreſs to which 
that prince was brought, he might have been 
torced, to ſave himſelf from ruin, to ſign any 
terms. This miniſter was alſo charged with 
having received immenſe ſums, by way of 
bribe, for this important fervice, It was 
given out, that Sha Sephi had warned Ina! 
Beg to watch the conduct of Coſrou; and 
hinted to him, that he was well informed 
he abuſed his truſt: but the Ahbematdoulet, 
prejudiced in favour of a man who was 
devoted to him, and whoſe abilities he could 
not diſpenſe with, continually juſtified him, 
and aſcribed the allegations thrown out a- 
gainſt him to envy. and malice, At laſt, 
IT 3 whether 
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whether they got convincin proofs of this 
miniſter's infidelity, or that Inael Bep found 
it impoſſible to ſupport him longer, he was 
arreſted, and confined to a ſtrong Caſtile, 
where no perſon, not even of his own fa- 
mily, was admitted to ſee him. A puniſh- 
ment too gentle for his.crime, if it had been 
well proved; but too ſevere for a bare ſuſ- 
picion of it. It is even probable, that there 
wanted proofs ſufficient to condemn him, 
fince his impriſonment was ſhort, and he 
was, by the court's order, removed to the ca- 
pital /own of a province, where he enjoyed 
the liberty granted to a man who Is not re- 
garded as a ſtate criminal, his family had 
tree acceſs to him, and he had leave to viſit 
his friends, to receive and write letters. 
Such was the fall of a great ſtateſman, whom 
perhaps a ſight imprudence, or rather the 
credit of the enemies of the houſe of Mirza 
lleddi, which openly fupported him, contri- 
buted to difgrace, rather than any crime 
juſtly laid to his charge. 

He was ſucceeded in his poſt of firſt ſe- 
cretary of ſtate by Tamel, and the keeping 
of the Sopbi's great ſeal was reſtored to old 
Ibrahim, from whom it had been taken fix 
teen years before. 

Tamel was deſcended of a family famous 
for politics, and had a Tong time been em- 
ployed in the finances ; for which poſt he 

5 Was 
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was much fitter than that he was now ad- 
vanced to, in which he made not the beſt 
figure. He had a good underſtanding, was 
indefatigable, active, ambitious and jealous. 
He ſtammered, a great defect in a perſon, 
whoſe poſt obliged him daily to confer with 
foreign miniſters, To aſſiſt him in the la- 
borious part of his office, he had the good 
fortune to have able men, who had been 
long experienced in buſineſs, and were 
perfectly acquainted with the intereſts of 
Perſia, as well as thoſe of all the foreign 
powers, Theſe men may be conſidered as 
the props of a ſtale, being leſs expoſed than 
the firſt miniſters to the ſtrokes of envy z 
and the leſs ſubject to be turned out, as it is 
not eaſy to find others. capable to ſupply 
their place, Miniſtries change often, but 
theſe under officers uſually hold for life. It 
ſeems juſt therefore that a miniſter ſhould _ 
pay due regard to them, as the neceſſary 
agents under him, and in place next to him- 
ſelf, But Tame!, haughty and jealous of 
his rank, having a pique at one of theſe 
perſons, becauſe he had juſtly been a favou- 
rite of Coſrou, reſolved his ruin, For this 
end he accuſed him of ſecret correſpondence, 
particularly with that diſgraced miniſter, and 
of refuſing to communicate to him fome 
important Jecrets of ſtate, which he alledged 
he knew. On this ſlight impeachment the 
poor 


80 
poor man was ſeized, and ſo cloſely impri- 
ſoned, that his wife could not obtain leave 
to ſee him. Though ſo ſevere a treatment 
might give room to think him guilty, yet 
his integrity was ſo univerſally known and 
believed, that he was not ſuſpected of the 
ſlighteſt fault. His misfortune, on the con- 
trary, was ſolely aſcribed to the envy and 
bad character of Tamel, who by this affair 

hurt himſelf, both with foreigners and with 
the Perſian nation, . 
It was ſoon after Coſrou's diſgrace that 
Iſmael Beg began to think of reſigning the 
poſt of prime miniſter, and determined the 
Sopbi to caſt his eyes on prince Se vagi for his 
ſucceſſor. With regard to probity, zeal for 
the publick good, and a diſcerning judge- 
ment, this prince could not have made a 
better choice. Indeed theſe are the eſſential, 
and perhaps the only qualifications requiſite 
in a ſtateſman ; for as to the toilſome part, 
and the detail of affairs, it is well enough 
known, that a minifter is always ſurrounded 
with people ready to take the burden off 
His hands. It ſeems therefore ſufficient that 
a prime miniſter be poſſeſſed of integrity and 
a love of glory; that his views be ſure and 
well conducted ; and eſpecially that his un- 
derſtanding be clear, diſcerning and juſt; 
all which accompliſhments united in prince 


Sevagi. 
an This 
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[8] 
This prince; naturally indolent, was at 


this time of an age, that ſeemed to require 
repoſe rather thin by/ineſ5, His health was 


beſides infirm, and the death of his brother 


Soliman, which happened a year before, had 
made a ſenſible impreſſion on him. He had 


long reſiſted the earneſt ſolicitations of 7/maet 


Beg, and even of the king himſelf. But as 
he really loved Sha Sephi, he could not re- 
fuſe him this inſtance of his entire attach- 
ment to his perſon, without ſome ſort 6f 
ingratitude. The meaſures were concerted 
for naming him Athematdoulet, at a royal 
pleaſure-houſe about twelve leagues from 
Iſpahan, where the Sophi deſigned to ſpend 
part of the autumn, with all his court, How 
weak are the ſchemes of mortals in the fight 
of heaven! Sevagi, who had twenty years 


before been cut for the ſore, finding for the 


two or three years laſt paſt ſome pains in the 
bladder, which made him apprehend the 
return of this dreadful diſorder, had uſed 
ſuch remedies as ſeemed to give him preſent 


eaſe, tho % reality they were only pallia- 


tives, Jult at the time of Sha Sephr's de- 


parture, his complaints returned in a more 


violent and frequent manner than uſual, at- 


tended with very dangerous ſymptoms, 
which gave juſt ground for alarm. The 


phyſicians of the firſt rank were immediate- 
ly called, as well as a foreign ſurgeon of 
eminence, who then luckily was at Ipaban. 


They 


[82] 


They carefully examined the preſent ftate 


of the patient, N it with what had 
happened before. The foreign ſurgeon ap- 
plied the probe; and the reſult of the con- 
ſultation was, that the prince had an ulcer 


in the urethra; and that in order to ſtop the 
progreſs of it, and prevent certain death, it 


was abſolutely neceſſary to perform the ope- 


ration. Tho? this ſeemed a hazardous me- 


thod, yet it was not doubted but the prince 


would, as. his conſtitution was good, and his 


life temperate, get well over it. He conſented 
to undergo it; and the foreign ſurgeon per- 
formed the operation, - which had all the 
ſucceſs that could be deſired, What till 
gave further hope, was, that the phyſicians 
gained time; an eſſential point in theſe ca- 
ſes. But on the nineteenth day in the morn- 
ing the prince was taken very ill, and fell 
into a total deprivation of ſenſe, which laſt- 
ed for twenty four hours, attended with 
frequent convulſive motions. After this he 
viſibly grew worſe, and on the twenty ſe- 
cond day in the evening died; after having, 


ſince the operation, born with a wonderful 


conſtancy the ſevereſt pains. He left only 
a ſon, thirteen years old; to whom on his 
death-bed he gave the beſt and nobleſt ad- 
vice. To Zelide he left by his will the 
greateſt part of his fortune, and legacies to 
all his ſervants, proportioned to their * 
an 
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and ſervices, His loſs was juſtly and uni- 
verſally regretted ; and his princeſs, Zelide, 
remained inconfolable. 1 
Sha Sephi had, during the prince's illneſs, 
ſent conſtantly to enquire how he was: and 
all the grandees, in imitation of the king, 
did the ſame. On the nineteenth day, at the 
height of his criſis, Daltemo came early in 
the Sophi's name, and having expreſs orders 
to ſee the prince, he deſired to be introdu- 
ced to him, notwithſtanding the weak con- 
dition he was in. 1bbi, who then waited 
on the prince, being informed of it, imagin- 
ed, that the acquainting his highneſs with _ 
this meſſage might contribute to revive him, 
and reſtore him to his ſenſes. With this 
hope he approached the prince's bed-ſide, 
and with a loud voice told him that Daltems 
was come to ſpeak to him in the name of the 
Sophi; but that, conſidering the ſtate his 
highneſs was in, he was going to receive 


him. The prince, like one riſing from a 


deep ſleep, replied, It was not Below him- 
ſelf to receive ſuch commands; and ordered 
Daltemo to be introduced. He immediately 
entered, and communicated to the prince 
the king's inquietude as to his health. Se- 
dagi, with a preſence of mind which aſto- 
niſhed all who had ſeen the condition he was 
in, intreated Daitemo to aſſure Sha Sepht of 
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to make his laſt compliments in the moſt 
affectionate manner to 1/mael Beg, to whom 
he particularly recommended his lady, and 
the prince his ſon. Scarce | had Daltemo left 
him, when he relapſed into his inſenfibility, 
from which he never recovered more. This 
ſurpriſing incident, plainly ſhews how ten- 
derly the Sophi was beloved by this prince ; 
as the impreſſion ſo dear a name had made 
on his mind, could awaken his ſenſes at the 
moment of their departure. = 
By the death of Sevagi, all the projects of 
Sha Sephi and 1ſmael Beg were diſconcerted. 
This miniſter now quitted all his intentions 
of retiring from buſineſs, in order to ſacri- 
fice the remainder of his days to the ſervice 
of his ſovereign. His attention to ſtate af- 
fairs, did not however make him forget young 
Sevagi, to whom he continued the ſame ten- 
der regard he had for the father. Of this 
he gave effectual proofs, by ſecuring him 
(in ſpite of the intrigues of thoſe who envied 
his family) the poſſeſſion of all the poſts 
which the late prince had held. Sha Sephi, 
ſtill fond of Sevagi's memory, for two years 
continued to honour his country ſeat with his 
vifits. But the diſguſt given by Nargum to 
- "ſome of his favourite domeſticks, which has 
| been mentioned before ; and an occaſion that 
preſented itſelf to the Sophi. of buying a 
houſe of pleaſure, advantageouſly ſeated on 
the 
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the Zenderan, ſome miles from N 1/paban, put * 
a ſtop to theſe excurſionss. 
The Sophi employ d all his care in render- 
ing this villa worthy the reception and aer 
commodation of a ſovereign prince. 


1 + * 


made large additions to the buildings, eech 


were too confined. In particular, every one 
admired a ſmall apartment, contrived under 
that of the Sophi, with which it had a com- 
munication by a ſecret ſtaircaſe, _ This was 
the lodging of the favourite miſtreſs. The 
beauty of the ſculpture, the richneſs of the 
gilding and painting, the elegance of the 
furniture, and the fineſt mirrors advantage- 
ouſly placed, heightned its ſimplicity, and 
gave it a wonderful air of gallantry and 
| pleaſure, In a word, all that art could do 
appeared in the contrivance, and the fineſt 
taſte crowned the diſpoſition, The charge 
of this villa was committed to Kigon, a fa- 
vorite of Sha Sephi, and the ſon of Seif. Here 
Sha Sephi often retired, with Retima, and ſuch 
perſons of his court as he honoured with his 
familiarity. This place became ſoon as fa- 
mous for pleaſures, as the little apartments 
of the palace of Mpaban; and was the more 
agreeable by its rural ſituation, and the 
folicude it conſtantly afforded, em. 
About this time Mirza Haddi died; and 
his death was ſoon ſucceeded by that of O/- 
man, who was Under-ſecretary -at War: 
This poſt was filled by Ibben on Oſman's 
ah 3 __ death, 


a K p F * q 
= Dee 4 yl Stade... 4 nt vac SEO VET TIE Ee * R * 3 n r 4 8 = 
„ F ²˙ A WOT nn OS” E A 1 onde bn: * 8 * . 26 
Es N R R 9 88 > SEEN * ““ N 3 n 234 E Tr. 
3 * 7 . Wy - Ll * 2 5 9 by 2 
* 7 I 5 * 6 þ « 4 v3 : J 7 152 So. * 
„ 0 32 * 2 
> . ; : 5 
* 

* 

- . 

2 0 4 | = 
3 * 982 pe 
| £ n : $3 
| 
0 * > 
— 
« - 
„ . 
* 4 % N 


dearh, as it had been by Oſman, on the Qi. 
grace of the unhappy Atabar. 
The ſame year the UPbecks of Zagathay loſt 
their king, who. was in the fifty ſecond year 
of his age, and by his temperance and good 
conſtitution gave room to hope a longer 
reign, He was the ſecond king of this 
country. His father, who had been Raja 
of Alttock in the Mogal Empire, having with 
his troops powerfully aſſiſted Sha Poledal, 
then reigning, obtained from him, by way 
of recompence, the erection of this territo- 
ry of Zagathay into a kingdom. 
The deceaſed prince, we are ſpeaking of, 
was of a middle ſize, inclining to fat; he 
dreſſed plainly, or rather coarſely, and lived 
in the ſame manner. He was avaricious, 
ſpending no money but on his troops, of 
which he always kept a large body on foot. 
His humour was to have the talleſt men, 
for which he ſpared no expence. His time 
was ſpent wholly in hunting or reviews. He 
Was arbitrary, and ill beloved by his ſub- 
Jects, and even his own children, whom he 
treated Pay: "Otherwiſe he was a prince 
who, loved to keep up a good underſtanding 
With his neighbours, ſeldom making war 


without juſt grounds; one of great good 
ſenſe, atid who perfe&tly tomprehetded his 
rn 
With his dominions, his im menſe trea- 
{ſures deſcended to Gion Ran, His ai. 
_” | T then 


00 aged. t 4 » i e Uſbecks 
5 rehoiced at the chere this prince, 
m they paſſionately. 100 5 11 
Wem they hack fares 
deren as they knew he A. 0 
mned the ſeverity and avarice of his fa- 
ther. Gion Kan had great learning, but was tog 
fond of controverſy and diſputations. 
ſpent his time uſefully, and was an engou- 
rager and lover of men of letters. Before his 
acceſſion, he was mild, affable, complaiſant 
and generous: but ſcarce was be inaugurat- 
ed when all theſe amiable qualities vaniſhed, 
and he diſcovered himſelf an ambitious prince, 
a dangerous politician, an unſteady ally, a reſt- 
leſs neighbour, and a rigid maſier : In a word, 
2 king more tyrannical, and leſs generous 
than his predeceſſor. 

In the mean time, Perſia was wholly ta- 
ken up with the marriage between the eldeſt 
daughter of Sba Sephi. and. the ſon of the ny 
91 5 of China, which was celebrated 


| 1 ſolemnity and pomp. The moſt 
endid publick rejoicings , magnificent 
— triumphal arches adorned. with de- 
vices and Ws and the moſt ſom⸗ A 
ptuous ehtertainments, fucceededeach. rte 


— for ſome days ſer ved to divert the court 
and the city, as well as to raiſe the admira- 


tion of , came from all parts 
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This princeſs was but thirteen, but ex- 
tremely lovely, and exceeding fair: ſne 
had not only an enchanting ſweetneſs, that 
charmed all who ſaw her, but a majeſty 
which commanded reſpect. Nor was ſhe 
leſs the delight of the Chineſe, than ſhe had 
been of the Perſians. The prince was about 
twenty, and with regard to the graces of his 
rſon, or the accompliſhments of his mind, 
fell no way ſhort of the princefs his bride, 
The attention of Alia was at this time 
wholly bent on the war juſt broke out be- 
tween Gelaleddin, emperor of China, and 
Chanavas Kan, emperor of Japan, and Raja 
of Cabul, on account of large ſums which 
theſe monarchs claimed as reciprocally due 
from each other, and alſo on pretence of 
certain violations of treaties. But this was 
only the ſpecious plea for a rupture, the real 
cauſe of which (on the ſide of Gelaleddin) 
was to ſtrip the Fapaneſe of the privilege 
they had obtained, of trading to the domi- 
nions of China, which it was ſaid they had 
abuſed. The deſign was alſo to put a ſtop 
to the increaſing power of that kingdom, 
by cutting off the vaſt riches they gained 
from this trade. The complaints of the 
emperor of China againſt the Faponeſs were 
not altogether groundleſs: As this nation 
was very powerful by ſea, and had a parti- 
cular genius for commerce, they had Jong 
fought a free entry into the ports of _— 
| whic 
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which they were . more earneſt to obtain, 


as they knew Gelaleddin ſeldom granted this 
indulgence. They however ſucceeded ſo 


far as at leaſt partly to gain their end; for 


this monarch, who dreaded, by too extenſive 


a licenſe to increaſe that power which al- 
ready gave umbrage to moſt princes of Ala, 
confined his permiſſion to a fingle Hip. 
The Fapaneſe however made their own ad- 


vantage of this, by ſending a veſſel of ſuch 


burthen, that her cargo was equivalent to 
thoſe of ſeveral ordinary merchant-ſhips ; 
And to make amends for the ſhort limits to 


which the Chineſe emperor had confined his 


grant, they had the precaution to ſtation 
ſmaller ſhips by the way, on board of which 
ſhe delivered her freight; ſo that ſhe was 
thus able to make a great many voyages 
to China in a ſhort time. In effect, ſhe 
was ſcarce abſent, for ſhe no ſooner clear'd 
from one port, but ſhe enter*d another load- 


£d, This method went on for Tome years, 
during which the Fapaneſe made incredible 


profit. At laſt the Chineſe opened their 


eyes, and ſaw how they had been duped, 
To puniſh theſe iſlanders for their treache- 
ry, or rather cunning, Gelaleddin threatned 


to withdraw his grant. The court of Fa- 
pan did all that was poſſible to ward off 


this ſtroke. After ſeveral fruitleſs expedi- 
ente, the Fapaneſe reſolved, rather than ſuffer 
the loſs of their privilege, to exert their 


1 3 +44 £1 powꝛer 


power, and preſerve by force of arms an 
advantage they could but loſe at the worſt. 
Such were the motives of a war, that held 
Aſia in ſuſpenſe, when the Perſian court re- 
ceived news of the death of Sha R eſſinc 
Frola, emperor of Mogol. This prince, who 
was the thirteenth emperor of his family in 
a direct line, ſaw his male ſine end in himſelf, 
He was at his death fifty five years old, 
twenty nine of which he had reigned, almoſt 
always engaged in war, inheriting all the 
haughtineſs, ambition, and thirſt of power 
of his anceſtors. He was a refined politi- 
cian, and an implacable enemy to Perſia. 
He was of a dark melancholy temper; 
gentler to his people than his predeceſſor, 
yet arbitrary enough. His government was 
tyrannical, the common fault of all the em- 
perors of his lineage. His court was ſplen- 
did, but not polite; his expences ſhew'd a 
grandeur muck — magnificence. He was 
impatient of any advice that contradicted 
his own ideas of things, and was neither ge- 
nerous nor humane. Before his being em- 
peror, he had given proofs of his courage 
in the field. Since that time, as he only 
made war in the cabinet, he ſeemed to have 
forgot that the fate of arms is precarious; 
and that fortune, like an inconſtant goddeſs, 
often frowns on the moſt brave and expe- 
rienced leader. On this principle he pu- 
niſhed without mercy, either by death or 
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imprifonment, ſuch of his generals as were 
unſucceſsful, or defeated: A very impoli- 
tic method of forming commanders in chief. 
What ſtill heightned this rigour, and ren- 
der'd it yet more unjuſt, was, that com- 
monly the orders of that court, with regard 
to the diſpoſitions neceſſary for a vigorous 
campaign, were ſo flow, or fo ill executed, 
that no Mogol general could promiſe him- 
ſelf a ſecurity from diſgrace. 

The death of this emperor was cauſed by 
a ſurfeit, which carried him off in eight days. 
By his marriage with Sezlazibeb, princeſs of 
Vriſenub, to whom he had been eſpouſed 
thirty three years, he left only two daugh- 
ters, Viz. Nagar, married four years before 
his deceaſe, to the prince of Aracam, and 
Remana, yet unmarried. This monarch, 
not foreſeeing his own death would happen 
ſo ſoon, had taken no meafures to fix his 
ſucceſſor in the empire. He only ſhewed 
ſome diſpoſitions in favour of his fon-in-law, 
whom he had thoughts of getting elected in 
his life-time z but he had only ſounded the 
 Rajas on this head, without any certain de- 
termination, oo | 
Sha Reſſinc Frola was of the houſe of Del- 
ly, which for above three centuries paſt had 
filled the Mogol throne in ſuch a manner, 
that tho? by the conſtitutions of the empire 
it was elective, they had made it hereditary, 
By an invariable and ſteady policy, by ws 
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ral large kingdoms and princi lities fram 
time to time annexed to this ly, ſome 
by ſucceſſion, ſome by powerful appropria- 
tion, or conqueſt, and ſome obtained by 
treaty, this family had riſen to ſuch a for- 
midable degree of power that all the electors 
dreaded- it; eſpecially under the three laſt 
emperors 3 inſomuch that in the general a/- 
ſemblies held to deliberate on affairs, the 
members durſt not give their opinions con- 
tra ry to the emperor's ſentiments or orders. 
Thus the publick liberty groaned under a 
tyranny the more deſpotic and unjuſt, as 
theſe princes knew the conſtitution they in- 
fringed ; and tho? before their coronation they 
were bound by the moſt ſacred oaths to pre- 
ſerve theſe rights, they daily ſtudied how to 
elude: the obligation, and milinterpret its 
ſenſe. 
The kingdom of Golconda was made he- 
reditary by Sha Poledol, who cauſed his ſon 
to be crowned king in his preſence, in an aſ- 
ſembly of the ſtates, which he ſummoned to 
the capital toꝛun for form only. By his meer 
authority he abrogated at this time all the fo- 
lemnities, which for ſeven ages together 
had been conſtantly obſerved at the election 
of their kings, This violence cauſed a ge- 
neral inſurrection, which occaſioned an ob- 
ſttinate war for ſome years, and ended in 
that nation's totally loſing their liberty. In 
the ſame manner this prince treated the prin- 
cipality of Balagnets, which he reduced to 
an 
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an hereditary province; by this means he 
alſo ſtripp*d one Raja of his dignity, and add- 
ed another to the uſual number; both with- 
out the conſent or participation of the ſtates 
of the empire, to whom both the right of 
diveſtment and creation belonged by the laws. 
By the ſame deſpotic authority he erected 
Zagathay into a kingdom. | 
Seipho his ſucceſſor, yet more violent and 
arbitrary, looked on the kingdom of Fenupar 
as his hereditary domain, and aſſumed the 
title of king, without being either elected 
or crowned by the ſtates of that country, who 
however recognized him without any op- 
poſition 3 by which they ſeemed to renounce 
their antient conſtitution, which had always 
been elective. This privilege they had at 
leaſt retained for four centuries, and is now- 
eſteemed as one of the fundamental laws of 
the empire. This ſame monarch Seipho, in 
his private council, proſcribed the Rajas of 
Multan and Viſapour, the head of the latter 
being proclaimed and ſet at a price. He 
tore alſo with his own hands the copy of 
the act, which his Father Sha Poledol had 
granted to- inveſt them in their dignity, 
throwing the fragments at his feet. After 
this he ſeized on their dominions, which he 
treated like conquered countries. He cauſed 
the children of the Raja of Viſapour to be 
carried off, and ſecured in a ſtrong * 
8 Ft or- 


(94) 

forbidding them to aſſume the name af their 
family. He uſurped the territories of feveral 
righttul heirs, ſold thoſe of others no way 
belonging to him, and committed unheard 
of oppreſſions and acts of violence, both 
within and out of the empire. 

Sba Refjinc Frola, at his acceſſion to th 

crown, had no regard to the remonſtrances 
of the Golcondeſe, to have their rights and 
privileges reſtored, Their chief demand 
was, that the ſucceſſion of their crown ſhould 
not for the future be transferred to the female 
Tine of the imperial family. He formed a 
deſign of appropriating to himſelf the do- 
minions and ſovereignties of the Reja*s of 
Multam and Viſapour, which his predeceſſor . 
had invaded, and which he kept ſome time 
in his poſſeſſion. He cauſed the new Raja 
his father had created, to be acknowledged. 


He ingaged the empire in hisperſona] quarrels, 


and to crown all, made the auguſt aſſembly 
of it ſolemnly guarantee and ſwear to the 
execution of the ediF by which (two years 
after his acceſſion to the imperial dignity) he 
thought proper to regulate the order of ſuc- 
ceſſion in his hereditary eſtates. This de- 
cree, by his authority, he got to be received 
as an imperini lat, and had the ſatis faction 
to ſee it confirmed by moſt of the Afeatick 
The ſubſtance of this edict, regiſtered in 
the imperial archives, as a perpetual and ir- 
5 revocable 


11 


tevocable law, was, That in caſe Sha 


4 Refſinc Frola died without male heirs, the 


« eldeſt of his daughters (ſtill obſerving 
ac the order and right of NK. primo- 


« geniture) fhould ſucceed in all his king- 


„ 


« dots, provinces and eſtates; which mould 


% never, on any account, deb or ſe- 
« parated in favour of thoſe of the ſecond, 
£ or any other line or branch, or otherwith 
% on any account whatſoever : the ſame or- 
der and right of indiviſible primogeniture 
« being to ſubſiſt in all cafes, and at all 
« times and ages equally, whenever the 
£ queſtion ſhould ariſe about the ſucceſſion 
de to the kingdoms, provinces, and heredi- 
e tary eſtates of this emperor.” | 
The inheritance of this prince was im- 


menſe: Excluſive of the kingdoms of Golconda 
and Fenupar, and the principalities of Delly, 


Sambal, Bactor and Bengal; he held the — 
tries of Candis, Baleguete, Telenga, Carnatica 
and Patna, with ſeveral * other ſovereigoties 
and lordſhips. Immediately on his death, 
Nagar his eldeſt daughter was proclaimed 
queen of Golconda and Fenupar, and ſovereign 
princeſs of Delly, and all the hereditary pro- 


vinces which belonged to her father, in con- 


ſequence of the before mentioned ſettlement. 


She was not only acknowledged by all her 


ſubjects, and by the Rayas, but alſo by the 


_ greateſt part of: the A. 1atic powers. The * | 
O 


* See Gent. Mag. Vol. IV. index. 
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of Viſapour alone refuſed to own her, on ac- 
count of his pretenſions to the late emperor's 
ſucceſſion, which he reſolved to maintain, 
and which were founded on antient family 

compacts, and eſpecially the will of the 
emperor Sepper Kan I, who had reigned 
two hundred years before, which ordained, 
<< that the princeſs his eldeſt daughter, who 
<< ſhould be alive at the time of his death, 

„ ſhould ſucceed to the kingdoms of Gol- 
© conda and Fenupar, and his other domi- 
«« njons, in caſe his three brothers left no 
«© male children.” * 
By another clauſe of the ſame will, this 
prince declared That all his hereditary e- 
4 ſtates of Delly, and their dependencies, 
e ſhould,in caſe of the extinction of his law- 
* ful male heirs, belong to his brother and his 
« heirs male, as the only and lawful ſuc- 
<« ceſſors, — except ſuch of his daughters 
% as ſhould ſucceed in his kingdoms, and 
<« poſſeſs them.” By a codicil annexed to 
the ſaid will four years after, he confirmed 
this diſpoſition, and expreſly declared, that 
nin the caſe in queſtion the kingdoms of 
© Golconda and Jenupar ſhould fall to the 
«« eldeſt of his daughters who ſhould be 
alive at his deceaſe.” This emperor had 
married his eldeſt daughter to the Raja df 
Viſapour, from whom deſcends the family 
now reigning z and from whom they de- 
| rive 
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tive their pretenſions from the ſucceſſion of 


Gba Refſinc Frola. To this plea the princeſs 
Nagar reply*d, that the article of the will 
produced by the Raja of Viſapour was not a- 
greeable to the original will, the words of 
which were not- in caſe of failure of heirs 
male, but in caſe of failure of /awful heirs.” 
That in conſequence of this diſpoſition, agree- 
able to the right of nature and nations, ' ſhe 
had an undoubted preference to every glaimant 
whatſoever, as the eldeſt daughter of the laſt 


ſurviving male. Beſides it was certain, that 


in caſe of a ſucceſſion from which females 
were not excluded, they ought to be com- 
prized under the name of lawtul heirs. _ 

The Raja of Viſapour was not the ſole 


pretender. The king of Necbal laid claim 


to the principality of Bengal. The emperor 
of China pleaded a family compact, ſigned 
123 years betore, in the capital of the king- 
dom of Fenupar, between the emperors of 
Mogol and China then reigning, by which/ 
the latter yielded to the former the ſucceſſi- 
on to the ſtates of Bacar, Sambal, and ſeve- 
ral provinces, on condition, however, that 
if the male line of that Mogol ſhould fail, the 
countries ſo ceded ſhould return to the Ch 
neſe monarch and his poſterity, ſo that the 


female heirs of that line ſhould exclude the 
poſterity of the Mogol. Whence it was in- 
terr'd that the princes and princeſſes iſſue 
by the wife of S bas the Great, (which 


K queen 


11 
queen deſcended from the emperor of China, 
who made this agreement) had a right to the 
imperial ſucceſſion preferably to the daugh- 
ters of Sha Poledol and his ſucceſſors. 
The king of Zagathay alto appear d as a 
competitor. As Raja of Attock, he revived 


the inconteſtable rights his family had to the 


eſtates and country of Bacar, founded on an- 
tient family treaties and alliances between the 
Rajas of Attock, and the princes of Bacar, 
as well as other claims. In conſequence 


of his pretenſions he entered that province 
with a numerous army, where he found lit- 
tle reſiſtance, as having kept his enterprize 


a ſecret till the moment of execution, ſo that 
Nagar had no time to put herſelf in a poſture 
of defence. This ſtep of the king of Zagathay 
was the more ſurprizing to all {/a, as he had 
juſt given Nagar the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of 
his attachment to her intereſts, and his ſin- 
cere diſpoſitions for preſerving the peace of 
the empire. He thought it a ſufficient juſti- 
fication of his conduct to declare, that the 


conjuncture, and the juſt fears he had of ſee- 


ing his deſigns prevented by ſuch as pretend- 
ed to the late emperor's ſucceſſion, required 
ſuch a ſpeedineſs in the enterprize, and ſuch 


a ſtrictneſs of executing it, that it allowed 


him no time to explain himſelf beforehand 
with the queen of Golconda : That his deſign 
in marching an army into Bacar, was only 


to ſecure that province from any attacks ot 
me the 
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the pretenders to the imperial ſucceſſion, W 
might have ſeized on it by force, at a ti ne 
that Afia ſeemed threaten'd with a ger ral 
war ; and that in doing this he had no in- 
tention to diſoblige the queen of Golconda, 
with whom on the contrary he earneſtly de- 
ſir' d to maintain a firict friendſhip, and to 
contribute all in his power to her real inte- 
reſt and preſervation. 

Notwithſtanding theſe fair proteſtations the 
king of Zagathay ſoon after enter d into a 
joint treaty with Pera, and the Rajas of 

Viſapour and Labor, the intention of which 
was no leſs than to ſtrip the queen of Golcon- 
da. The march of his troops was only the 
ſignal of a general war, which ſoon inflam'd 
all Alia. 

In the mean time the choice of a Magol to 
ſucceed Sha Refine Frola, ſet all the powers 
in agitation, particularly Perſia, who was 
highly concern'd, to procure the imperial 
crown to be given to a prince who would be, 
in ſome ſort, at her devotion. This inclined 
her principally to ſupport the Raja of Viſa- 
pour, whoſe family had at all times eſpouſed 
the cauſe of the S9phis. The great misfor- 
tunes which its alliance with Per/a had 
brought on it, and the recent calamities that 
country had ſuffer'd, well deſerved that Sha 
Sephi ſhould at this conjuncture give eſſen- 
tial marks of his gratitude and attachment to 
Sa Baſtan, then Raja of * But 
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before we relate what the Sophi did in favour 
ef this prince, it will be proper to give the 
reader ſome idea of the Mogol empire, its 
conſtitution and ſtate, as well as that of the 
reſt of Aſa at the death of Sha Reſſinc Frola. 
This vaſt and powerful empire, which had 
for a long time been hereditary, is now be- 
come elective. It contains ſeveral ſtates, go- 
vern'd by Raj as, ſubordinate indeed to the 
emperor, but who ſhare the ſovereignty of 
the empire with the Omraſs, and ſeveral con- 
ſiderable free cities. Theſe compoſe three 
claſſes, which united form the body of the 
empire; to this aſſembly belongs the right 
of deciding all affairs which relate to the pub- 
lick. The emperor has only the power of 
calling theſe aſſemblies together, and mak- 
ing his propoſals by his commiſſioners, who 
+.pr. ſide there in his name. MY 
The empire is divided into ſcveral large 
provinces, whoſe princes, the Omrahs, and 
the deputies of the cities which are called 
Imperial, affemble at certain times for par- 
ticular affairs. Theſe provinces contribute to 
the charge of the ſtate of which they are 
members, by furniſhing their quotas of troops - 
and money in proportion to their ability. 
But theſe contingents can only be applied to 
the publick ſervice; for if the emperor ſhould 
engage in a war no way relating to the em- 
pire, or that is not in a general aſſembly de- 
clared an imperial war, he has no _ N 
eſe 


* 
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cheſe ſupplies, nor can demand any aſſiſtance 
from the provinces ; but muſt carry on, at his 
own charge, and with his own troops, a war 
which is regarded only as perſonal. For this 
reaſon it is, that the Rajas take particular 
care always to place the imperial crown on 
the head of a prince powerful and rich e- 
nough to ſupport the dignity. 

The Rajas, who have the ſole power of 
electing the emperor, are thoſe of Guzarare, 
Buckor, Multan, Fenupar, Viſapour, Labor, 
Attock, Brampour, and Cabul. Of theſe nine 
Rajas the three firſt have only an active voice, 
i. e. they may elect, but cannot be elected, 
whereas the laſt ſix have both an active and 
Ee voice, i. e. they can both elect, and 
be elected themſelves. The dignity of Raja 

with regard to theſe laſt is hereditary from 
male to male, but with regard to the three 
former it only belongs for life to the perſon 
whom the lords of the country raiſe to that 
dignity, which is a privilege peculiar to 
the ſtates of Guzarate, Buckor and Multan; 
the dignity of Raja is however in all caſes 
inſeparable from the principality which gives 
name to it. Each of theſe Rajas is abſolute 
ſovereign in his own dominions, and can 
make war or peace, alliances and treaties, ei- 
ther within or without the empire, with whom 
he pleaſes, provided the emperor and empire 
receive no detriment by it. 


In the vacancy of the imperial throne it 
K 3 be- 
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belongs to the Naja of Guzarate to ſummon 
the reſt of the Rajas to proceed to the elec- 
tion of a new emperor- This election is null, 
if, either thro* inadvertence or deſign, he 
ſhould neglect to invite one elector. But if 
the emperor during his life has named his 
ſucceſſor, in that caſe the Raja of Guzarate 
can iſſue no ſummons without the conſent 
of all his Collegues, who in this caſe are the 
repreſentative body of the empire. 

Amadabat, an imperial town, is the place 
fix'd for the diets of election. The candi- 
date muſt be indiſpenſably a male, a Mogol, 
if poſſible, by birth, or at leaſt extrac- 
tion, and of a competent age. He ſhould 
be good, juſt, prudent, and valiant, in ſhort, 
endow*d with all the virtues which make a 
oe uſeful to the ſtate, and, to ſum up all, 
he ſhould be rich and powerful, to ſupport 
with diſtinction the imperial crown he 1s to 
wear. : | 

By the edict of Salcher IV. the Rajas 
ought to aſſiſt in perſon at this election, or 
at leaſt to ſend thither their proxies with full 

powers; and in caſe of failure, they 
were to forfeit, for that time only, their right 
of voting. The election ſhould alſo be made 
in the ſpace of a month, reckoning from 
the day in which the Rajas were ſworn. | 
As ſoon as the election is over, the new 
emperor is made to ſign the conditions on + 
which he is elected, and ſworn to obſerve 
them; 
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them; after which he is proclaimed. Theſe 
conditions contain the regulations made to 
limit his power, to prevent his pretending to 
any hereditary ſucceſſion in the empire, or 
procuring it either for himſelf or his deſcend- 
ants, or any other perſon; and laſtly to main- 
tain the privileges in poſſeſſion of the Rajas, 
and the rights and liberties of the empire. 
On the day of his coronation he takes a new 
_ oath to preſerve the rights, and recover the 
lands of the empire, and to employ them 
faithfully for the publick ſervice. N 
Buy the laws and conſtitutions of the em- 
pire, the emperor cannot, without the general 
conſent of the ſtates, puniſh any Raja, Omrab, 
or other particular members of the imperial 
body, either by confiſcating their eſtate, or 4 
depriving them of their right of fitting and | 
voting in the aſſembly. He cannot mort- 
gage or alienate the poſſeſſions of the empire, 
or diſpoſe of the principal vacant fiefs. He 
can neither declare or make war within or 
without the empire, or conclude peace or 
alliances, beſides many other things too te- 
dious to relate, without the publick appro- 
bation. But, theſe caſes excepted, he acts 
with full power, and ſovereign authority. 

At the death of Sha Reffinc Frola, Nabal 
Akel Kan, deſcended of an antient and noble 
family, was Raja of Guzarate ; a dignity, 
to which his merit had raiſed him ſome years 
before. His place, which was the firſt 1 
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the claſs of Rajas, gave him a very exten- 


five credit and authority, which he ſolely 
employed for the good of the empire, to 


3 peace and unity between its mem- 


and to give the ſtate a head worthy to 


command it. He had juſtly gained not on- 
ly the eſteem and friendſhip of the deceaſed 
emperor, but that of all the empire, and e- 


ven of Pera, with whom the ſituation of 
his dominions required he ſhould preſerve a 
good underſtanding. As he was no warrior, 


he kept only a few 1 troops on foot by way of 
garriſons. He perfectly underſtood the in- 


tereſts of the empire, and in the allemblies 
was ſo reſpected and confided in, on account 
of his age and experience, that his advices 
were generally heard and follow'd. 


The Raja of Buckor, who held the ſecond 


rank, was called Nali Kan. His nobility of 
birth, and perſonal qualities had procur'd him 


this dignity. He was a ſincere affable prince, 


and whatever biaſs he diſcovered for the 


bouſe of Deliy, he generally ſeconded the 


views of the Raja of Guzarate. 

Abdalla Kan, the third in the claſs of 
Rajas, was of the houſe of Viſapour, and 
had ſucceeded one of his uncles in the dig- 
nity of Raja of Multan. He had a great 


and generous ſoul, was a magnificent prince, 


zealous for the intereſts of his famil y, and 


cloſely united with his brother, the Raja of 
Vifapour, by which he was often led to 74 . 


the 
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the deſigns of the late emperor, whoſe de- 
ſpotic power theſe two princes bore not with- 
out impatience. 

The fourth Raja was he of Jenupar, a 
dignity which Sha Refſinc Frola enjoyed as 
annexed to his poſſeſſion of that crown, and 
which conſequently became vacant on his | 
death. 

Sha Baſtan, Raja of Viſapour, of which 
country his family had been an age in poſſeſ- 
ſion, held the fifth place. This prince was 

tall, of a ſpare viſage, had fine eyes, and a 
gracious look; his noſe was long, and his 
mouth inclining to large; in ſhort, he was 
not what is called a handſome man, but he 
was a prince of great goodneſs and affability, 
of an amiable diſpoſition, and mild temper. 
He was generous, grateful, conftant in His 
friendſhip, and faithful to his engagements ; 
he was reckoned not to have great ſkill in 
war, nor a genius of the firſt claſs. Tho? his 
relation to Sha Reſſinc Frola, whoſe niece he 
had married, might ſeem to incline him tothe 
houſe of Delly, yet the good of the empire, 
his own intereſt, and perhaps the remem- 
brance of the injuries his anceſtors had ſuſtain- 
ed from that family, often made him ſide with 
the party which oppoſed the late emperor. 

The ſixth Raja was the prince of Labor; 
his name was Selim Kan, and he was alſo 
married to another niece of the late emperor. 


He was tall, had a good face, but was round- 
ſhoulder'd, 


3 
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| houlder'd, and exceſſively corpulent for his 
age; he was good-natured, magnificent, ge- 
nerous, and eaſy of acceſs. Notwithſtand- 
ing the alliance he had contracted with Perſia, 
the Raja of Viſapour, and the king of Zaga- 
thay againſt the queen of Golconda, he was , 
rather inclined to peace than war; and even 
tho' he had been of a contrary party, yet his 
own intereſt, on account of the poſition of 
his dominions, which were bounded by thoſe 
of the houſe of Delly, as well as the affection 
of the grandees of his kingdom of Thibet to 
that family, required him to conduct himſelf 
with great caution. 

Gion Kan, Raja of Attock, and ag of 
Zagathay, was the ſeventh. The es 
we have already given of this prince, and his 
invaſion of the province of Bacar, juſt on 
the death of Sha Reſſinc Frola, are ſufficient 
to ſhew his policy, and his real regard to the 
houſe of Delly. We ſhall only add, that this 
prince, vain of his power, ſeemed to have 
forgot that Sha Poledsl had inveſted his 
grandfather with the title. of king of Zaga- 
thay, or perhaps he thought himſelf — 
from all obligations of gratitude for a ſervice 
ſo old, or concluded that without doubt it 
had been ſufficiently acknowledged by his 
two predeceſſors. 

The eighth was the Raja of Brampour. 
called At Kan. The neighbourhood of Per 
ha, which, on the leaſt provocation, could in 

| Vac. 
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vade his dominions, as well as his being 
the ſame ſituation with regard to the territo- 
ries of the houſe of Delly, obliged him ta 
carry matters very even between theſe two 
powers, with whom it was ſo viſibly his in- 
tereſt to keep on good terms. However at 
certain junctures, eſpecially in the war which 
Sha Reſſinc Frola entered into with Perſia, 
the emperor of China, and the king of Nec- 
bal, this prince, regarding it as a perſonal 
quarrel of the Magol's, remained neuter. 
The laſt of the Rajas was the prince of Ca- 
bul, Chanavas Kan. He was the third of his 
family who held this dignity, which Sha Po- 
ledol had, by his ſole authority, erected in 
favour of the Kat zem of Vriſenub, his grand- 
father, on this ſingular condition, that neither 
he nor his deſcendants ſhould ever give their 
voice at an imperial election, but to a prince 


of the houſe of Delly. Chanavas Kan was ſo 


wholly devoted to this family, that after the 


death of Sha Refſinc Frola he uſed his utmoſt 


intereſt for its ſupport. The alliance of this 


prince was the more ſervicable to the Q. of Gol- 


conda, as by his influence the Japaneſe, whoſe 


emperor he was, not only aided this princeſs 


with large ſums of money, but in the end 


openly declared for her. This ſtep they 
took the more readily, as it gave then an oc- 


caſion to quarrel with the Perſians, their an- 
tient and implacable enemies. Perhaps alſo, 


in this conjuncture, that nation acted like a 


credi- 
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editor, who being largely out of pocket, 
is willing to venture a little further, in hopes 
of being paid at laſt, or, if not, of ſeizing 
all his debtor's eſtates, at leaſt ſuch part of 
them as lie moſt convenient for him. How- 
ever this be, it is matter of ſurprize how 
Chanavas Kan could bend ſo far to his views 
the Fapaneſe, a people known to be intrac- 
table, and regardleſs of their kings, jealous 
of their liberty, and greatly diſſatisfied with 
the government of their preſent emperor, on 
account of his frequent viſits to his principa- 
lity of Cabul. Yet this monarch had found 
the ſecret to rule this ariſto-democratic limi- 


ted monarchy more abſolutely than any of 
his predeceſſors, being refuſed nothing he 


deſired. This was owing to the policy and 


ſkill of his miniſters, who procured him an 
active authority in the ſecond claſs of the ſe- 
nate, which is the moſt numerous, by in- 
troducing into this aſſembly a great number 
of perſons devoted to the court, and who, 
indebted to the emperor for their fortunes or 
poſts, always declared for him, and gave 
him a majority by their votes. Some mem- 
bers the miniſtry gained by menaces, but the 
greateſt part by the hope of rewards. 
This prince was rather of a low than tall 
ſtature, dad a haughty look, and an unpro- 
miſing air. Tho? his conduct was agreeable 
enough to good policy, and the intereſt of 
his people, yet he was a man of no great ca- 


pacity. 
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pacity. He meddled little with affairs, leav- 
ing them, like moſt other princes, to his 
miniſters. He diſobliged many, even of his 
family and children, the eldeſt of whom was 
a prince ſo beloved by a great part of the 
Japaneſe nation, that he might have raiſed a 
formidable party, if he had inclined to have 
made uſe of their affections, and followed 
the dangerous counſels of his flatterers, at 
the time of the mifunderſtanding between his 
father and him. Chanavas Kan had ſome 
little taſte for gallantry, but no genius for 
great things. Tho' he had appeared at the 
head of armies, he was no general. His 
character was ambiguous, neither lively nor 
indolent, neither proud nor affable, and ra- 
ther grave than gay. His court was not ſo 
ſplendid on account of his own magnificence 
or expence, as by that of the Fapaneſe no- 
bility, who for the moſt part are very rich, 
and-love to make a great figure. 
Beſides theſe nine Rajas there were in the 
empire ſeveral Omrabs, whoſe power render- 
ed their alliance and friendſhip courted, ' and 
ſeveral imperial towns, who had an influence 
on public affairs. As to the reſt, the Mago- 
lians in general, weary of the tyranny of the 
houſe of Delly, rejoiced to ſee themſelves, by 
the death of Sha Reffinc Frola, reſtored to 
their antient rights, and at liberty to chuſe a 
prince, on whom they might impoſe ſuch 
Ht 45 5 terms 
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terms as would ſecure them the enjoyment of 
their privileges and freedom. 

The throne of China was then filled by 
Gelaleddin, a prince advanced in years, and 
who, like the Sophi of Perſia, to whom he 
was nearly related, had no inclination to bu- 
ſineſs. He was a good, pacific, humane 
prince, and his reign would have been en- 
tirely happy, if he had not ſuffered himſelf 
to be too much 33 his empreſs. She 
was a princeſs of a genius, haughty, 
proud, ambitious, enterprizing, poſitive in 
her opinion, fond of power, and reſolved, 
at any rate, to form ſovereign eſtabliſhments 
for her children ; a pririceſs, in ſhort, more 
univerſally dreaded than beloved by all the 
courts of Ma. Gelaleddin and Sha Sephi, who 
had juſt cemented their alliance by the mar- 
riage of the eldeſt Perſan princeſs with Ne- 
. geddin prince of China by the fecond bed, 
had the ſame views and intereſts. Beſides, 
the emperor of China, as we have ſaid, had 
pretenſions on the ſucceſſion of Sha Ralfs 
Prola. 

Olahi, eldeſt fon to Gelaleddin by his pre- 
fent empreſs, reigned in Cochinchina. He 
was the more bound to live in good intelli- 
gence with Perfia, as it had aſſiſted not a lit- 
tle to ſettle him on the throne. This prince, 
tho* young, ruled with wiſdom and modera- 
tion, and, what adds to his praife, is, that 
he was beloved by his ſubjects, an incon- 

ſtant, 
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ſtant, reſtleſs nation, and. difficult to be g- 
verned. In ſecret he was an enemy to the 
houſe of Delly, but his dominions lying ex- 
poſed to be invaded by the queen of Golcon- 
da and her allies, this conſideration left him 
long in ſuſpenſe 4s to taking part with Per- 
fia and China. Beſides Selin Kan, king of 
Tibet, and Raja of Labor, whole daughter 
he had married, inſpired him with pacific no- 
tions. 
1 Aﬀeri, who reigned in Go ea, had 
married a ſiſter of the late Mogol, and had 
formed ſome claim to the imperial ſucceſſion, 
which was likely to embroil him with the 
queen of Golconda. But the dread he had of 
the Japaneſe power at fea, whole fleets were 
able to inſult his coaſts, kept him from de- 
claring openly. Beſides chere was no depen- 
dance on this monarch, WIIo Was a little Leit 
ordered in his underſtanding 
The kingdom of Necbat was poſſeſſed by 
Kerſula, prince of Fe/ſova, Tho' we have 
Ipoken of this prince of occaſion of the abdi- 
cation of his father Roturi, and the war he 
carried on againſt Sha Refine Frola, in con- 
junction with China and Perſia, his conduct 
at this juncture obliges us to mention him 
again. This monarch, who had lately mar- 
ried a ſiſter of the prince of Aracam, huſ- 
band to the queen of Golconda, was earneſtly 
courted by this princeſs to eſpouſe his cauſe. 


The offers ſhe made him to give up à con- 
L 2 ſidera- 
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fiderable part of the principality of Bengal, 
to which he laid ſome claim, might have de- 
termined him; but, on the other hand, the 
propoſals ſent him by China and Perſia held 
him in ſuſpenſe. To weigh matters rightly, 
it ſeemed moſt natural he ſnould embrace the 
fide of the queen of Golconda, who had it in 
her power immediately to put into his hands 
the advantages ſhe offered him. But, war 
once declared, he was apprehenſive that the 
combined armies of China and Perſia might 
not only diſpoſſeſs him of the territories ſo 
yielded to him, but even of his hereditary 
*ominions. This prince therefore, like an 
ble politician, ſpun out the negotiations, to 
gain time, and declare according to the turn 
affairs might take. In the mean while he ſaw 
himſelf courted by both parties, and per- 
haps he had at laſt joined his antient allies a- 
gainſt the queen of Golconda, if the emperor 
of Japan had not determined him in favour 
of that princeſs, by the offer of large ſums 
under the name of ſubſidies, and aſſurances of 
troops for the defence of his dominions. 
Thus this prince, who, like his father, lov'd 
to fiſh in troubled waters, did not declare 
openly, till he found his advantage real. It 
the empreſs of China had on her fide ſooner 
granted Kor/ula the ſhare he demanded in the 
countries to be conquered from the queen of 
Golconda, this blow might have been warded 
off, But the views ſhe entertained on theſe 
. a terri- 
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territories for erecting a kingdom for her ſe- 
cond ſon, ſon-in-law to the Sophs, made her, 


_ contrary to good policy, obſtinate not to 
yield, what ſhe run no hazard of promiſing, 


as it was not yet her own. 

Ruſſia had then for emperoran infant at the 
breaſt; whoſe father, in quality of regent, 
held the adminiſtration. The queen of Gol. 


conda was the more ſure of the friendſhip « of 


this potent empire, as the regent and mini- 
ſtry were all devoted to the houſe of Delly. 


Dabar of Haſſe Cleſſe reigned in Jaleteldar, 


and Mobadi in Balck. Theſe two princes ſaw 
with uneaſineſs the fermentation which the 
death of Sha-Refſinc Frola cauſed in the dif- 
ferent courts of Afa, where every thing be- 
tokened an approaching war, which they 
wiſhed 4 avoided. 
Mabmourh was then emperor of the Turks 
but, whatever inclination he might have to 
hurt the houſe of Delly, he was too fully 
employed in the wha of his own domini- 
ons, to intermeddle with the affairs of the 
Mago empire. 

After the different princes we 27 men- 
tioned, the Ceylaneſe made the greateſt figure 
in Afa, and were the moſt courted by the 

different powers. Their government is re- 
publican, but the power of the ſtate is in- 
_ veſted in a certain number of deputies, 
named by each province, who repreſent the 


hne people, and act in their name: but as 
L 3 _ - 
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each province is free, and at liberty to'take 
its own meaſures, as well as regulate its owre 
government, thoſe who are at the head of 
affairs can determine nothing in caſes of im- 
portance, till they conſult their reſpective 
provinces, and receive their orders. The 
oppoſition of a ſingle province is ſufficient to 
reject what is propoſed, or to ſtop the exe- 
cution of what is reſolved. Beſides this, the 
grand aſſembly, inveſted with the ſupreme 
power, is compoſed of ſuch a number of 
men of different characters, that it is ſcarce 
poſſible they ſhould all agree unanimouſly in 
their zeal for the public good. It is eaſy to 
ſee the numberleſs inconveniences to which 
this kind of government is ſubject, and how 
practicable it is, by fomenting a diſunion be- 
tween theſe deputies, to prejudice the ſtate 
itſelf. It is even matter of wonder that this 
republic has ſubſiſted ſo long; the different 
ſhocks it has received, ſince the Ceylaneſe, 
two hundred years ago, withdrew themſelves 
from the Chineſe domination, and erected 
themſelves into a commonwealths ; the con- 
tinual diſunion which reigns in this great aſ- 
ſembly ; the diſcontent of the people, which 
has often broke out into inſurrections; the 
care taken to exclude from the government 
men of capacity and experience; and above 
all the want of a chief or head, whoſe quali- 
ty might give authority and weight to the 

| ſtate: all theſe ſymptoms ſeem to prophely, 

| that 
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that this republic cannot long preſerve its 
preſent form of government, the rather as it 
has lately received ſome alterations, which, 
tho* ſeemingly inconſiderable, yet have ſe- 
cretly hurt its original conſtitution. - 

The conduct of the ſovereigns of this ſtate, 
on the death of Sha Reffinc Frola, appeared 
as unaccountable to ſome, ' as prudent to 
others. They kept fair with the court of Per- 
Ja, with which they had no mind to embroil 
themſelves; they equally took care to pleaſe 
the houſe of Delly, the emperor of Japan, 
and all the parties concerned. Indeed it was 
of the laſt importance to them to preſerve the . 
peace of Aſia, ſince a war could not but be 
greatly prejudicial to their commerce, which 
was very extenſive, and the greateſt ſupport 
of their dominions, which did not produce, 
by far, the neceſſary ſubſiſtence for the pro- 
digious number of its inhabitants. Their ſub- 
ects are all traders, and in ſome degree the 
factors of all Afa, whoſe univerſal magazine 
their capital ſeems to be. The wealth brought 
in by this vaſt traffick, as it inriches private 
people, ſo it renders the ſtate opulent and 
great. As all theſe advantages were hazard- 
ed by a war, it was of the laſt conſequence to 
| them, to uſe all means to prevent one ; _ 
it was difficult to manage 605 as to pleaſe par 
ties of ſuch oppoſite intereſts. Per ſia and i its 
allies inſiſted on the diviſion of the late em- 
por s ſueceſſion, and on the depreſſing the 


power 


power of the houſe of Delly, to which the 
xtinction of the male line in the perſon of 
Sha Reſſinc Frola gave a fatal blow; Perſia, 
alſo, reſolved to procure the imperial ſcepter 
for the Raja of Viſapour. On many accounts 
ir was indifferent to the Cey/aneſe, tho* this 
prince ſhould be elected emperor, but their 
intereſt vifibly led them to ſupport the houſe 
of. Delly, and to preferve the dominions of 
the late emperor entire to the queen of Gol- 
conda, on account of the large ſums due to 
them from that family, as ſecurity for which 
they held ſeveral towns in Feldrans, which lay 
conveniently to ſecure their frontiers on that 
ſide. . To: declare againſt the queen of Gol- 
conda, was to expoſe themſelves to the loſs 
of their pledges, the rather, as in this cafe the 
Japaneſe, who long wanted a footing in the 
-neighbourbood of Perfia and Mogol, might 
-by advancing this princeſs the principal mo- 
.ney to pay the Ceylane/e, get poſſeſſion of 
their ſecurity. It was the more neceſſary to 
prevent this, as the power of Japan began 
to give ſuch umbrage to the Ceylaneſe, as 


made them of all things dread their neigh- | 


bourhood. Another motive which kept the 
. ftates of Ceylan attached to this queen, was 
the offenſive and defenſive treaties of alliance 
ſubſiſting between them and the courts of 
Delly and Japan. Beſides, the Japaneſe lord- 
ed it at ſea, and by this means had it in their 
power to hurt the trade of Ceylan greatly, fo 
| whic 
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which in a late war, that was not favoura- 
ble to the republic, the Japaneſe did a con- 
ſiderable prejudice, by depriving them of 
the power of trading from Ceylan to Japan, 
unleſs in Zapaneſe veſſels. 
To perform, therefore, their engagements 
with the houſe of Delly, and Japan, the ſo- 
vereigns of Ceylan ordered vaſt preparations 
of war by ſea and land; but at the ſame time, 
to prevent a breach with Perſia and her al- 
lies, theſe preparations went on ſo ſlowly, 
that it was eaſy to perceive they were made 
only. to. anſwer in appearance the obligati- 
ons of thoſe treaties, which ſerved them as 
an excuſe at the court of Per/ia, againſt any 
reproaches. In the mean time, by remain- 
ing allied to the queen of Golconda, they ex- 
poled themſelves to fee the towns engaged to 
them by the houſe of Delly taken by the 
arms of Perſia; ſince, as ſhe continued fall 
ſovereign . of them, Perſia would naturally 
commence hoſtilities againſt this princeſs, 
by attacking the places belonging to her, 
tho* even garriſoned by Ceylaneſe troops. 
The event ſhewed the truth of this con- 
jecture. | | | 5 * 
While the ſovereigns of Ceylan behaved 

with ſuch caution, many of their ſubjects, ill 
affected to the Perſian miniſtry, openly 
blamed their conduct. In all converſations 
nothing was heard but cenſures on the go- 


vernment, expreſſions of affection to the 
| queen 
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queen of Golconda, and reproaches againſt 
her enemies. The perſons in the adminiſtra- + 
tion took little notice of this; they were not 
ignorant, that theſe diſcourſes were generally 
held at night, eſpecially after a hearty glaſs. 
They thought the leaſt that could be done, was 
to leave. free liberty of ſpeech to merchants, ; 
whoſe induſtry was the fupport of the ſtate, 
and who only thus, over an evening bottle, 
made amends for the fatigues of the day. 
They knew, theſe reflections would be forgot 
next day as ſoon as buſineſs called them up, 
with which the Ceylaneſe ſuffered no other 
conſideration to come in competition. 

- Tunquin, another potent and wealthy re- 
public; tho' of ſmall extent, was little inferi- 
or to Ceylan. The adminiſtration in this 


country is committed to a certain number 


of the nobility, and governed by a chief, 
who has no power, but jointly with the ſu- 
preme council, independent of which 
is a fupreme tribunal of ten citizens, up- 
right, diſintereſted, and thoroughly acquaint- 
ed with the laws and conſtitution of the ſtate ; 
this tribunal Keeps in awe both the nobility 
and people. This form of government is of 
great antiquity, and having been always ſup- 
ported by wiſdom and moderation has raiſed 
this republic to its preſent opulence and power. 
The Tunguineſe, directed by the ſame wiſe 
maxims, ſeemed no way inclined to ſhare in 
* war, to which the death of Sha Tal 
ro 


een, 
la was about to expoſe all Afia. Careful 
oly to ſecure their frontiers from inſults, 
4 tey remained ſpectators of the event. 

The Kalmoucs, who form a numerous peo- 
ple, ſcattered in the inacceflible mœmtains of 
Aſa, a warlike, frugal nation, exempt from 

the Aliatic luxury, and the ambition of ex- 
tending their power, were alſo courted on 
this occaſion: They are divided into diffe- 
rent Cantons, independent on each other, 
each under its own government, but all uni- 
ting together for their common ſafety and 
intereft. They preſerve a good underſtand- 
ing with all the Afatic princes, to whom ; 
they furniſh indifferently troops for ready 
money. A policy that eaſes their country, 
which is barren, of uſeleſs hands, and brings 
them in returns of money, which, without 
this kind of traffick, would be ſcarce with 

them. Theſe people alſo reſolved to keep 
a ſtrict neutrality, and, like the Tunguineſ/e, 
only took care to ſecure their frontiers. 
There were alſo the principalities of Ara- | 
cam, Ava, and ſeveral {maller ſtates, which 
by their ſituation were involv'd in the agita- 
tion of the larger countries, on which they 

| border'd, or in which they lay. 

Such was the ſituation of A/ia, on the 
death of Sha Reſſinc Hrola. In the mean 
time the Rajas, in compliance with the invi- 

tation of the Raja of Guzarate, prepared to 
ſet out for Amadabat, to proceed to the e- 
lection 


\| 


T_T 
lection of a head of the Mogel empire. Is 
important affair ſet all powers in motion; P 
a in particular made vaſt levies of men, an 
erected prodigious magazines on her from. 
tiers. In the mean time ſhe prepared to ſend 
an embaſſador to Amadabat, as was always 
cuſtomary for her to do on theſe folemn oc- 
caſions. 3 High fy | 
There was then in the Perſian court a per- 
ſon call'd Scadeck, a man of great genius, 
and of equal ambition. He was advanced 
in years, and had paſſed all his life in the 
profeſſion of arms, having ſtudy'd war as a 
ſcience. He was brave, ſometimes to exceſs, 
and was an able and experienced general. 
Tho! he fatigu'd the ſoldiery by frequent re- 
views, and continual exerciſe, he was well 
belov'd by them, becauſe he increaſed their 
pay, by employing them in labour in the 
places of his government, and ſupported 
them from being oppreſs'd by the inferior 
officers, whom he was tax'd of treating with 
too much diſregard. He was active, poſi- 
tive in his way of thinking, full of projects, 
and taught by his merit to aſpire at the 
higheſt command in the army, in which, 
notwithſtanding his great capacity, he had 
riſen but ſlowly. His birth was derived 
from an illuſtrious, tho* not an ancient fa- 
mily, his grandfather having been employ'd 
in the miniſtry, and died in diſgrace. This 
misfortune diminiſhed the credit of the fa- 

mily, 
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mily, yet, as it was rich, it ſupported-itſelf, | 
and Scadeck, who was become the head of it, 
was well received at court. He was a man 
who would know every thing, and neglected 
nothing to be well informed of the power and 
weakneſs of all the Afatic princes and ſtates. 
Thiscurioſity, join'd to anextenſivecorref 
dence, created him ſo much buſineſs, that the 
daily employ'd fix ſecretaries. He was enter- 
prizing, not without enemies; and was thought 
by many not to chuſe the moſt likely means 
to render his ſchemes ſucceſsful. He had a 
brother ſome years younger than himſelf, 
an officer in the Perſian troops, no way his 
inferior in point of capacity, but more ſolid 
and judicious. He examin'd every thing 
coolly, and before he undertook any project, 
conſulted how to go thro? with it. The two 
brothers liv'd in cloſe union, and the elder 
always took the advice of the younger, which, 
(*tis ſaid) was often of great ſervice to him. 
Scadecł, ſuch as we have juſt deſcribed 
him, is faid to have firſt projected, and com- 
municated to the Aibemaldoulet, the grand 
ſcheme, not only to procure the Mogol crown 
for the Raja of Viſapour, by gaining ſome 
of the principal Rajas to his intereſt, and 
intimidating others, but likewiſe to give a 
mortal blow to the houſe of Delly, by ta- 
king away its moſt conſiderable poſſeſſions, 
and ſettling them on SHA Basxan, whoſe ter- 
ritories were too ſmall to ſupport the im- 
M . perial 
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perial dignity. He repreſented that for this 
end it would be neceſſary to make choice 
of ſuch a perſon for the embaſſy to Amada- 
bat, as was perfectly acquainted with the 
different characters of the Rajas, capable of 
accommodating himſelf to their different 
tempers, and ſufficiently ſkilPd in the affairs 
of the empire, to convince them that it 
was their true intereſt to come into the mea- 
ſures of the court of Perſia. But effectually 
to ſupport theſe negociations, and ruin the 
houſe of Delly for ever, it was neceſſary to 
march an army of 100,000 men into the 
ſtares of the Raja of Viſapour, which under 
the name of auxiliaries, and on pretence of 
aſſiſting him to make good his Juſt claims 
upon the ſucceſſion of Sha Refine Frola, 
ſhould ſeiſe the principality of Delly, and the 
kingdom of Fenupar, the beſt provinces of 
the queen of Golconda, and awe the Rajas 
and princes of thoſe parts, who ſhould incline 
to the intereſts of - that princeſs. At the 
ſame time he propoſed that another army, 
of atleaſt 40,000 men, ſhould march into 
the eſtates of the Raja of Multan, to pro- 
tect him againſt his neighbours, and to be 
ready at hand to enter into the principality 
of Cabul, of which the emperor of Fapan 
(who was known to eſpouſe the cauſe of the 
houſe of Delly) was Raja; and, above all, to 
ſecure to their intereſt the king of Zaga- 


thay, whoſe late irruption into the province 
: | of 


— 


Ann 


of Bacar was a powerful diverſion, which it 
was highly neceſſary they ſhould improve. 
That in the mean time the emperor of Chi- 
na ſhould, jointly with the king of Cochin- 


china, his fon. attack the country which the 
queen of Golconda poſſeſſed near the Ganges. 


But that the ſucceſs of this affair, which 
would not laſt longer than ſix months, if 
this plan was exactly follow'd, intirely de- 


_ pended upon the promptneſs of the execu- 


tion, and a profuſe liberality of money 

Inael Beg reliſh'd this project; bur the 
expence of two armies, amounting to no leſs 
than 140, ooo, beſides the charges of the 
embaffy, frighted him. Beſides, he was 8 
ſhort-ſighted to ſee that the invaſion of the 
ſtates of the queen of Golconda ſhould be 
done at once, which was abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry, for otherwiſe the enemy would have 
time to make ſuch diſpoſitions, as would pre- 
vent the conqueits propoſed, or at leaſt ren- 
der them too dearly bought. However, he 
approved the plan, reſerving to himſelf the 


Power of making ſuch alterations in it, as 


ſuited with his own ceconomy, and way of 
thinking. The author of it was in the mean 
time rewarded with the title of embaſſador 
to the aſſembly of Amadabat, honour'd 
alſo with the grand Calaat, and had im- 
menſe ſums remitted to him. He had or- 
ders to ſound the Rajas, and the princes of 
the Mogol empire, with whom it was expe- 

2 dient 


” 3 C 9 8 
A > N 7 N 
W 37 * = Ns, 3 
— * R 
- 


* 5 F. Ad t 
4 N G * 155 . 4 A ee tht; a t%, 8 RE WM 
* s B * 8 * * 
oe r . by , y 4 
& * 2 * 5 8 * \ Ie N 8 5 : * \ 
$ 3 D 2 a N 8 . TVS n 
5 OY SAS. A 7 mY * F< : n 5 9 1 2, 
4 Wo * * x 0 * & e 4 
5 - 
5 , * 
* "YI. * 
wn 8 
E. 
8: 
* 
1 
. F 
” ” 


dient to form alliances, and to ſpareneither 
promiſes nor money to gain them to his in- 
tereſt, to concert with the Raja of Viſapour 
the operations of the war, plann'd by the 
ſcheme; and, laſtly, to confer with the king 
of Zagathay for the good of the common 
cauſe, Scadeck neglected nothing which 
could give ſplendor to his embaſſy, and even 

carry'd the magnificence of it to ſuch a 
height. that it was ſaid Amadabat never ſaw 
any thing fo grand, nor ſo numerous and 
elegant a Tetinue. To give ſome idea of his 
prodigious expence, it is ſufficient to ſay 
that there ſet out every week from Ipaban 
two waggons loaded with proviſions for A 
dabat, where they arrived in a few days, 
by means of freſh horſes, placed at proper 
diſtances on the road; and this was continued 
for near a year, that he remained at that 
city, which however he did not leave with 
all che ſatisfaction he could have wiſh' . The 
Athematdoulet inform'd him that the Soph: 
would willingly march 40,000 men into the 
ſtates of Multan, but that he could give no 
more to the Raja of Viſapour, with the title 
of generaliſſimo. Scadeci in vain made the 
ſtrongeſt repreſentations of the inſufficiency 
of this number to effect the operations pro- 
jected; he even went ſo far as to ſay it would 
expole the glory of Sha Sephi, and the ho- 
nour of the nation ; that he might as well 


do nothing, as do no more. He was — 
e 


* * . 
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ed by Rhedi, but it ſignified nothing; he 
was obliged to follow his directions, with the 
mortification of foreſeeing that ſo fine a pro- 


ject would prove abortive, but at the ſame. 


time with a reſolution to owe the ſucceſs of 
it to nothing but his own genius, and the ſe- 
cret ſprings he intended to ſet in motion. In 
ſhort, he was the more animated to ſupply 


what was wanting, by his own ſtrength of 


mind, as he knew, if he miſcarried in the 


enterprize, he ſhould bear the whole blame. 

It was with this temper of mind that in 
his way to Amadabat he paid a viſit to the 
Rajas of Guzarate, Buckor, Multan, Bram- 
Pour, and ſome other princes whom he thought 
it his intereſt to ſecure, He had reaſon to 
be content with the favourable diſpoſitions 
he found in ſome, or which he knew how ta 
inſpire in others. He arrived at length to 
the Raja of Viſapour, to whom he commu- 
nicated the deſigns of the king of Perſia to 
advance him to the imperial dignity, and 
what he had tranſacted with the Rajas and 
princes Juſt mentioned. He preſented him 
alſo, in the name of the Sophi, with the com- 
miſſion of generaliſſimo of an army of 40, ooo 
Perſians, who were to take the field as ſoon 
as the ſeaſon permitted, independent of a 
like number which lay on the frontiers of 
the Raja of Multan, He with much art 
diſplay'd the importance of theſe ſuccours, 
and intimated that greater might be 
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expected when the ſituation of affairs re- 
quird: © which is not probable, /ays be, 

< if as ſoon as the Peri an troops have join- 
„ed thoſe of Viſapour, they attack the queen 
of Golconda in the heart of her dominions, 
< and marching directly to Gebanabad, the 
* capital of the principality of -Delly, make 
„ themſelves maſters of that place, which 
will not be very difficult, and then the 
Whole country will ſubmit. They may 
then turn their arms on the kingdom of 
* Fenupar, the conqueſt of which will be 
yet more eaſy, as it will have been pre- 
** ceded by that of the province of Del!y 
its neighbour; and as the king of Zaga- 
«© thay, with whom he had orders to confer, 
„ would promote it by the powerful diver- 
„ ſion he has juſt made in the province of 
«© Bacar.”” Thus Scadeck labour'd at a di- 
ſtance to turn to the advantage of the enter- 
prize the deficiency of the means by which 
it was to be accompliſhed, and which 
haps might have proved effectual, if they 
had been employ'd as he propoſed. To 
prevent the Raja of Viſapour's obſerving the 
weaknefs of the ſuccours of Perſia, he ſub- 
tilly inſinuated to him the plan of operations 
for the approaching campaign, and the uſe 
he might make of the troops the Sophi had 
' allotted him, to aggrandize himſelf at the 

expence of the houſe of Delly. 

Every thipg being ſettled with the _—_ 
= | © 
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of Viſapour, Scadeck proceeded: forward to 
the king of Zagatbay, whom he found en- 
gaged in the fiege of one of the principal 
towns of the province of Bacar, in conſe- 
quence of a ſignal victory he had obtained 
over the Dellyans, who had been obliged to 
quit the field of battle after a Jong fighr, 
which they bad ſuſtained with the greateſt 
intrepidity. Scadeck congratulated Gion Nan 
upon his ſucceſſes, and communicated. what 
the Sophi had defigned for the advantage and 
tranquillity of the empire of Mogol, and his 
defire of maintaining an inviolable friendſhip 
with the king of Zagatbay. The Perſian 
miniſter made but a ſhorr ſtay with this mo- 
narch, who treated him with the higheſt 
diſtinction, and after admiring the Upeck 
army. which had been drawn up to do him 
| honour, he took the road to Amadabat. It 
is faid, and in all appearance probable, that 
in this interview the laſt hand was put to 
the regulations which had been before con 
certed between the two crowns. 

The queen of Golconda's affairs were now 
in the moſt unfortunate ſituation z while the 
king of Zagathay, in conjunction with the 
Raja of Labor, ſubdued with a 2 
rapidity the provinces of Bacar and Sambal, 
the Sopbi and the Raja of Viſapour were pre- 
Paring to carry fire and ſword into the _ 
cipality of Dell), and the kingdom of Fe- 


nupar. At the fame time the emperor of 
| Ching 
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China threatened the provinces on the Gan- 
gen. This princeſs found the finews of war 
wanting, and would have had the mortifi- 
cation to ſee her fineſt ſtates raviſhed from 
her, without power to defend them, if the 
Japaneſe, among others, had not ſupported _ 
her by conſiderable ſupplies of money, which 
enabled her to raiſe and maintain numerous 
armies, to repulſe her enemies, and at length 
to retrieve her affairs. 4 

About this time died, at 1/pahan, Serizade, 

a princeſs, no more than 27. She had been 
very unhappy in Mirza Haddi, her huſband 
(who died about 6 months before her) al- 
tho' ſhe had a moſt amiable character, and a 
ſweetneſs of temper that was univerſally 
charming; ſhe left iſſue but one prince, 
ſtill an infant. | * 

The different corps which the Soph: had 
deſtined to form the armies of Viſapour and 
Mullan began their march; thoſe which 
were allotted to ſerve under the command of 
the Raja of Viſapour repaired to the frontiers 
of Per/ia bordering on Guzarate, and the 
army of Multan to the province of Se- 

geſtan. As ſoon as theſe two armies, which 
were the fineſt in the world, had reached 
their reſpeCtive places of rendezvous, the 
ſecond, as an army of obſervation, was 
poſted in the eſtates of Multan, and remain- 

ed there all that campaign, and part of the 
following, without committing any hoſtili- 
ties, 
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ties. It was commanded by Aar, a man of. 
genius, whoſe late expedition againſt the 
revolted iſlanders had gained him the grand 
Calaat; he paſſed for a good officer, tho“ 
his capacity was not generally acknowledged: 

The firſt, commanded by Scadect, inde- 
pendent of the character of ambaſſador to 
Amadabat, took the rout of Viſapour, where 
it arrived after a long and fatiguing march; 
it was there joined by 30,000 Viſapourans, 
and by that means formed an army of 
70,000 men, having at their head the Raja 
of Viſapour as generaliſſimo. He marched im- 
mediately towards the province of Delly, as 
if he had deſigned directly to attack the ca- 
pital, which, as we ſaid above, Scadeck had 
ſhewn him the neceſſity and facility of be- 
coming maſter of: if he had taken this ſtep, 
he would have embarraſſed the queen of Go 
conda exceedingly, for Gehanabad was al- 
moſt defenceleſs. On the firft rumour of S 
 Baſkan's entry into the principality of Del- 
ly, Nagar had taken the alarm, and retiring 
to Golconda with all her court, had left 
Gehanabad with a weak garriſon, which had 
orders to repair the ancient fortifications, and, 
if they had time, add new works. But Sha 
Baſtan had views very different from laying . 
ſiege to the capital of Delly, he choſe to be- 
gin by the conqueſt of the kingdom of Fe- 
nupar, of which he intended to get himſelf 
elected and crowned king. But to pou 
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the Perſian officers from penetrating his de- 
ſign, he thought proper at firſt to ſeize ſome 
little frontier places, and at the moment 
when they expected he would march to Ge- 
Banabad, he threw himſelf into the kingdom 
of 7enupar. Neſſir, who had been ſent to 
command under him, becauſe Scadeck could 
not at the ſame time be at the head of the 
army and at Amadabat, in vain repreſented 
to him the dangerous conſequences of this 
conduct. But nothing could prevail upon 
him to alter his m2aſures; he contented him- 
ſelf with leaving. Kazac, a Perſian officer, in 
the principality of Delly, with a body of 
10,000 men, moſt of them Per/tans, to awe 
that province, and preſerve the conquer'd 
places. After theſe diſpoſitions, which he 
thought ſufficient, he divided his army into 
ſeveral columns, and continued his march 
toward Fenupar, the capital of the king- 
dom, under the walls of which all his troops 
had orders to aſſemble to form the ſiege. The 
queen of Golconda not having then any con- 
ſiderable body of forces in that country, but 
only a few light horſe diſperſed in ſmall par- 
ties here and there, who were leſs formida- 
ble than troubleſome; the Raja's army ar- 
rived without Joſs before Fenupar, which 
they immediately inveſted; the garriſon 
conſiſted of but 2000 regular troops, who 
ſcarce fired a ſhot, having little or no am- 
munition. Sha Baskan was not ignorant " | 
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the bad ſtate of the place, and therefore had 
no deſign to beſiege it in form, but rather 
to ſurprize the town, by means of a corre- 
ſpondence within, or carry it by aſſault. It 
was in effect taken by eſcalade, a few days 
after; an atchievement, which was the more 
glorious, as it is uncommon. This project, 
and the execution of it, was the work of 
Kalife Sultan, a brave and experienc'd offi- 
cer, and a commander in whom his troops 
repoſed the greateſt confidence. He was 
the ſon of Mahmoud king of Thibet, whom 
we have already mentioned, by a fa- 
vourite miſtreſs of illuſtrious birth. He 
had been long in the Perſian ſervice, and 
was much belov'd by Sha Sepbi. He had 
a lean countenance, his complexion was 
ſomething ſwarthy, his air robuſt ; he was 
remarkably tall, and very ſtrong ; his diſ- 
cernment was exquiſite, and his converſation 
engaging 3 he was amorous, and thought to 
have extraordinary talents, which gained 
him great influence among the ladies, with 
whom, it is ſaid, he had acquired an high 
reputation. It has been reported that he 
had conceived a tender paſſion for a lady 
whoſe name was Zelamire, incomparable in 


the art of mimicking the paſſions; but 


leſs celebrated for this excellence, than for 
her fine genius, and noble ſentiments. Her 
houſe was the reſort of the beſt and po- 
liteſt company. This lady died, after a few 
hours 
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hours illneſs, in the moſt violent pain, which 
gave occaſion to ſuſpect ſne was poiſoned, 
and it was even faid ſhe fell the victim of a 
lady jealous of the viſits Kalife Sultan paid 
her, which were more frequent than ſhe 
could bear. Soon after her death there was 
much talk of letters pretended to have 
paſſed between her and this Jord ; , but whe- 
ther theſe letters were ſuppreſſed, or this re- 
port was without foundation, none of them 
ever appeared. 

As ſoon as they had ſettled matters at 
Fenupar, Sha Baskan was elected and crown- 
ed king, amidſt the acclamations of the 
inhabitants, who thought themſelves too 
happy, inaſmuch as the conqueror had not 
treated them with the rigour of the laws 
of war. | 
Fortune was not equally favourable to 
this prince in the principality of Delly, nor 
in the ſtates of Viſapaur. Kazac, who, as 
we haye already obſerved, had been left 
with a body of 10,000 men to preſerve the 
<onqueſts, finding himſelf too weak to 
keep the field before Bakir, the Gol- 
condeſe general, retired under Secandra, a 
town of conſiderable ſtrength on the river 
Gemene, by which he hoped to have re- 
ceived his convoys of proviſions and am- 
munition. But Bakir cut off his com- 
munication with that river, and in a few 


days reduced him to the abſolute want of 
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ſubſiſtence. Kazac, having now no reſource, 
choſe rather to capitulate, than make an at- 
tempt, at the head of his little army, to force 
an honourable paſſage ſword in hand; a 
conduct which did him no honour, tho? it is 
confidently affirmed he produced the written 
orders of Iſmael Beg for his juſtification 3 
which does not appear improbable, becauſe 
he was well received by the Sophi, and em- 
ployed again afterwards. But a fault, from 
which he could never clear himſelf, was his 
not taking care to ſpecify in the capitulati- 
on the rout which his troops were to take in 
their retreat, whereby they were forced to 
make a long and tireſome march, in which 
he loſt great numbers of his men, who were 
refuſed even the neceſſaries of life. Kazac 
was a large man, handſome and well made, 
had a great deal of vivacity and humour, 
and was in cvery' reſpect fit for a court, 


where his gracetul appearance gained him 


more reputation than his capacity for war. 
Bair, after this expedition, in a ſhort time 
recover*d the reſt of the principality of Delly. 
Aura, at the head of another army, threw 
himſelf into the Vi apouran; he routed Rez- 


za, who was in no condition to oppoſe him, 


and putting all to fire and ſword poſſefied 
himſelf of the principal towne, and march- 


ed toward the c ipital, to Which he laid ſis ge: 


Jt made a vigorous defence, but at length 


was forced to ſurrender. The Golcendzje a are 
N | re- 


21 


reproached, not only with pillaging all the 
houſes, and the palace of the Raja, from 
which they carried away vaſt treaſure, but 
with exerciſing all kinds of cruelty. One 
particular inſtance will be ſufficient to give 


an idea of the inhumanity with which they 


treated the vanquiſhed: A rich merchant, 
ſeeing the enemy upon the point of forcing 
a bridge which communicated with the town, 
cauſed it to be immediately cut down, and 
from his houſe, which fronted it, and in 
which he had drawn together ſome choſen 
men, he very much incommoded the be- 
ſiegers. After the reduction of the place, 
the Golcondeſe, far from having any reſpect 
to the bravery of the man, who had done 
no more than his duty in fighting for his 
prince and country, hanged him at the end 
of the very bridge he had ſo gallantly de- 
fended. Aura having taken the capital, was 
ſoon maſter of the whole country; and thus 
Sha Baskan in one campaign found himſelf 
deſtitute of all his dominions, and was re- 
duced to lead a melancholy life at Amada- 
bat, where he kept his court. 


This reverſe of fortune, and the march 


of Pr. Salcher, brother-in-law to the queen of 
Gelconda, obliged the combined armies of 
Lagathay and Tabor to retreat, and they e- 
vacuated the province of Sambal. But there 
being a miſunderſtanding between the com- 


* . parted, ard the army of La- 
| hot 
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hor going to join the Perſians in the king- 
dom of Jenupar, prince Salcher follow- 
ed the king of Zagathay ſo cloſe, that 
that monarch could not avoid coming to a 
battle, which was fought in the plain of 
Kuſſala. The Dellians bore down all before 
them, and puſhing on even to the body of. 
reſerve, penetrated into the enemy's camp, 
where the ſoldiers, greedy of booty, fell into 
diſorder, and regarded nothing but pillage, 
a fault roo common in war. The king of 
Zagathay taking advantage of this, rallied 
his troops fell upon the Dellians, and ma- 
king a dreadſul ſlaughter, raviſhed the vic- 
tory out of their bands. 

The queen of Golconda then thought of 
d Gion Ran from the grand alliance, 
by giving him part of his conqueſts: but 
the negociations could not be carried on ſo 
ſecretly, as not to take air. Næſir had even 
inform'd the court of Per/ia of it, and by 
ſeveral diſpatches aſſured them that there 
vas no confidence to be repoſed in the king 
of Zagathay; that he had his own intereſt 
ſolely in view, and that in a little time they 
fhould ſee him eſpouſe the quarrel of the 
queen of Golconda, or at leaſt make a ſe- 
parate peace with her, without regard to 
Perſia and her allies. So much the leſs cre- 
dit was given to theſe advices in Perſia, as 

Scadecł ſent a quite contrary account, who, 
| notwithſtanding his penetration and abili- 
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ties, ſuffered himſelf to be amuſed by this 
prince, with whom he had frequent con- 
- ferences. Theſe rumours, however, were 
but too well founded, and the event proved 
that Neffr was not deceived : for the king of 
Zagathay in effect made his peace with the 
queen of Golconda, and withdrew his forces. 
And this princeſs had the ſatisfaction ſoon 
after to ſee the Raja of Labor accede to this 

treaty, thro* the good offices of the em- 

peror of Japan. 
The conduct of the king of Zagathay was 
generally diſapproved, and gave ſuch a ſtain 
to his reputation as he never could efface. 
Perſia might have warded off this blow, if 
Iſmael Beg, leſs ſaving, inſtead of forty thou- 
ſand, had ſent a hundred thouſand men to 
the Raja of Viſapour; for the vaſt ſuperiori- 
ty of theſe forces would have kept the King 
of Zagathay within bounds. Be this as it 
may, after the defection of Gion Kan, the 
queen of Golconda, having thoſe forces at 
her diſpoſal which ſhe had brought againſt 
him, ordered them to march with all expe- 
dition towards the kingdom of Fenupar, and 
her ſubjects furniſhing her ſpeedily with ſup- 

lies, ſhe was ſoon in a condition to make 
herfelf ſo much the more formidable, as 
ſickneſs and mortality had conſiderably 
weakened the Perſian army. The remain- 
ing part was detach'd to different places at 


a diftance from each other, and between 
which 


9 [ 137 ] 
which there was no eaſy communication. The 
Raja of Viſapour, contrary to the advice of 
Nefiir, directed this inconvenient diſpoſiti- 
on; and it was ſuppoſed that Scadeck, who 
had made ſeveral] journies from Amadabat to 
the army, adviſed it; and tho' this does not 
well ſuit the martial genius that was aſcribed 
to him, it is nevertheleſs certain that he was 
blamed for it. Soon after this ſtep Sha Baſ- 
kan, having learnt thas he was choſen em- 
peror of Mogol, left the command of the 
army to Neſ/ir, and repair'd to Amadabat to 
receive the imperial crown, 
Towards the beginning of the year a co- 
met appear*d, which was viſible for a whole 
moon. It was very bright, and its tail ex- 
tremely hairy, and extended a vaſt way 
northward, Its magnitude, and the dura- 
tion of its appearance, occaſioned a good 
deal of diſcourſe, to which the fituation of 
affairs was more than ſufficient to demand 
attention, without the concurrence of the co- 
met. Bur thus it is that the vulgar terrify 
themſelves with -theſe meteors, natural as 
they are, and always draw unlucky preſages 
from them, which have no foundation but 
in their ignorance. 
| Mean time the queen of Golconda's army 
advanced, by long marches, towards the 
kingdom of Fenupar, and received conſi- 
derable reinforcements daily. Neffir, who 


was informed of its approaches, gave orders 
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to his forces to quit the ir quarters; but their 
great diftance, and want of communication 
prevented their joining; and all that could 
be done was to form, with difficulty enough, 
two or three corps, and to endeavour to 
join as ſoon as poſlible : but the enemy, who 
was much ſuperior, did not give them time. 
Neſir, whoſe corps was the moſt conſidera- 
ble, had juſt received a check, which made 
him reſolve to retire to Feunpar, and put it 
in a poſture of defence. As he had made 
this place his magazine for arms, and it was 
not ill provided, he doubted not in the leaſt 
of making the conqueſt of it a dear purchaſe 
to the Golcondeſe. Part of his forces he ſent 
into the town, and caufed the reſt to encamp 
round the walls, behind good intrenchments, 
and left nothing undone that his experience 
made him judge neceſſary. Scadeck came 
and joined him, and ſhut himſelf up in the 
town with him. The Golcondeſe, commanded 
by prince Salcher, ſoon appeared before the 
town; and Scadeck directly offered to ſur- 
render it to the queen's forces, provided the 
army and garriſon might have leave to re- 
tire, The prince accepted the propoſal for 
the army only, but inſiſted on the garriſon 
being made priſoners of war. Scadeck and 
Neſſir, having rejected theſe terms, the town 
| was beſieged in form; but gs their forces 
| were intrenched breaſt high, the ſiege went 
on ſlowly, and there was ſo little appear- 
” ance 
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ance of their being able to force the Perg. 


ans, that it was reſolved to change the ſiege 
into a blockade. Salcher ſhut up all the 
paſſes ſo well, that it was impoſſible for 
Scadeck and Nefir to have any communica- 
tion with the country round. Mean time 

large detachments of the Golcondeſe ſcoured 


the country, and gave no quarter to the Per- 
/ians. One of theſe parties attack'd a little 


defenceleſs place, which they had converted 
into an hoſpital, where there were atleaſt eight 
hundred Perſians ſick, guarded by about two 
hundred men, who immediately ſurrender'd, 
and they were all put to the ſword without 
mercy. EFT”: wh | 

The queen of Golconda, encouraged by 
her ſucceſs, gave orders at length to beſiege 


Jenu par. Salcher immediately made all the 


neceſſary preparations for forcing Væſir's in- 
trenchments; they were vigorouſly attack- 
ed, and as bravely defended. The Golcon- 
deſe renew d the attack ſeveral days ſucceſ- 
ſively, but could gain no ground. Salcher 
finding his forces repulſed, and that he had 
loſt a great many men to no purpoſe, re- 
turned to his firſt project, which was to keep 
the enemy block'd up, and take the town 
by famine. This was the ſureſt method, 
and would infallibly have ſucceeded, if Sha 
Sephi, well inform'd of the wretched condi- 
ton of his forces, had not ſent the army 
that was in Multan to relieve them. A vaſt 
number 
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number of Perſians periſhed by famine in a 
few months, and thoſe that ſurvived were 
forced to eat the fleſh of their horſes, a pound 
of which, towards the concluſion of the 
blockade, was ſold for four or five Mamo- 
dies x. It was ſuppoſed that 1/mael Beg had 
carefully conceal'd the ſituation of Nefjir 
from . the Sophi, who was no otherwiſe in- 
formed of it than by a letter which they 
found means to convey to Retima. Having 
read it, ſhe left it upon the table, ſeeming- 
ly without deſign, foreſeeing that the cu- 
rious, 4nd perhaps jealous, Sophi would not 
fail to ſeize it. This innocent ſtratagem ſuc- 
ceeded, and Sha Sephi learnt-by this means 
to what extremity Næſir was reduced. He 
ſeem'd offended at it, but he was ſo ſtrongly 
1 in favour of /mae! Beg, that he 
id not alter his behaviour to him; but con- 
tented himſelf with giving orders to have 
the Divan aſſembled in his preſence, where 
it was debated whether they ſhould relieve 
the forces that were block'd up in Fenupar, 
or not. The Athematdoulet was for the nega- 
tive, and repreſented the immenſe ſums ithad 
already coſt them for a prince, who did not 
aſſiſt himſelf. But the majority of the mini- 
ſtry, and eſpecially Rhedi, who ſpoke un- 
dauntedly, tho' he was indebted to Vnael 
* A Mamodie, or a Mamot hy, as Baily calls it in his 
dictionary, is a piece of money current at Ormus ; va- 
lue 8 4. ſterling, | ” 
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Beg for his elevation, demonſtrated that the 
dignity of the Sophz, and the honour of the 
nation were concern'd, not only to relieve 
Neſſir, but likewiſe to ſupport Sha Baskan, 
the rather on account of what they had al- 
ready done for him; and, in ſhort, that the 
danger being very preſſing, there was no 
room to heſitate about ordering Azer to 
march with all poſſible diligence to Fenupar. 
Rhedi proceeded ſo far as to ſay that money 
ſhould not be wanting, and that he had at 
| leaſt three millions of Temans || 1n readineſs: 
for the expedition. It was then reſolved to 
relieve Neſſir, and in conſequence thereof 
orders were given to Azer to make long 
marches for this purpole. At this news his 
army teſtify'd an unſpeakable joy, and an: 
ardor which gave all reaſonable hopes that, 
notwithſtanding the diſtance, they would 
get chere time enough to deliver Nei from 
the danger he was in. They were, notwith- 
ſtanding, in great alarms at the court of 
Perſia, and did not take courage again, till 
they heard that Azer was got to the frontiers. 
of the kingdom of Jenupar, and had re- 
ceiveda reinforcement of 10000 recruits, that 
had been diſpatch'd ſome months before, 
but could not enter the kingdom; and, in- 
thort, that, notwithſtanding all the oppoſi- 


tion Salcher could make, who had raiſed the 
| | block-- 


| A Toman is in value about two pounds ſterling, or 
forty five livres French money, 
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blockade to give him the meeting, he did 
not doubt but he ſhould join Nęſir in a little 
time, who, on his ſide, was upon the march 
with a part of his troops to facilitate their 
junction, whilſt Scadeck remain'd in Zenupar 
with thoſe that were left behind. Ka Sul. 
tan, who had a map of the country, hag, 
with 14,000 men joined Axer, and under- 
took, on forfeit of his head, in a council of 
war, that he would conduct the army, with- 
out any obſtacle, thro' a paſs that he was 
acquainted with; but nothing could prevail 
upon Azer to march forward. Whether it 
were owing to a panic fear, or to private or- 
ders of Iſmael Beg, as was ſuſpected, he re- 
treated with a fine courageous army of ſixty 
thouſand men, who long'd only to meet the 
enemy, and took the rout of the river Ge- 
mene, in order to throw himſelf into the 
country of Yiſapcur. This conduct of Axer 
was the more cenſured, as the junction of the 
two armies was an eſſential point to be gain- 
ed, and might have proved deciſive ; and he 
was ſtrong enough to have effected it, in 


ſpite of the oppolition of the Golcondeſe. For 


this reaſon this general was recall'd, and diſ- 


grac'd, but too late; for the courage of the 
ſoldiers was abated, and the extreme ſeverity 
of the ſeaſon had deſtroy'd great numbers, 
whilſt the time was loſt in councils of war 

and debates. . 
It muſt be own'd that Perſia had en 
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the worſt method: Her deſign being to 
deliver the forces that were beſieg'd in Je- 
nupar, the plaineſt method was for Axer to 
lead the army under his command into the 
territories of Viſapour, to which he was ſo near, 
that he might have reach'd them within a 
few days, without apprehending any obſta- 
cles. This diverſion would certainly have 
delivered Neffr, becauſe it would have 
oblig'd Prince Salcber to quit the kingdom 
of Jenupar to go to the relief of Viſapour, 
and cover Gehanabad, which would have 
been in danger. They took this ſtep when 
it was too late; for Axer's army was reduced 
to extremities, and entirely exhauſted, by 


a long and painful march, without maga- 
Zines, ammunition, acroſs a barren country, 


already ruined by the paſſage cf friends and 
enemies, and harraſſed inceſſantly. by Prince 
Salcher, who purſued them. And yet the 
arrival of this, in a manner, ruined army, 
in the territories of Viſapour, contributed to 
procure the recovery of them. But notwith- 
ſtanding the ſuccours which the Sophi ſent 


thither, Nefir, who, after the recalling of 


Azer, had taken upon him the command, 
could not keep them; the Deliians drove 
him out of the country, which was taken 
and retaken, even to a third time, and at 
laſt entirely ruined by a third conqueſt, 
which the Queen of Golconda made of it. 
The Perſians were ſtill maſters of ſome 
| | places 
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places in the kingdom of Jenupar, which 
were beſieged one after another.  Scadeck 
was ſhut up in the Capital with eleven thou- 
fand men, not reckoning the ſick. Prince 
Salcher, at his quitting the kingdom to pur- 
ſue the army of Axer, left Ziety behind 
him, with orders to lay freſh ſiege to the 
new Fenupar, This General obey'd, and 
cut off all communication from Scadect ; but 
after a blockade of above two months, the 
latter formed a project toleave the town, and 
conceal his retreat from the enemy. To ſe- 
cure the ſucceſs of ſo great an enterprize, 
and to prevent even his own men from ſu— 
ſpecting his deſign, four days beſore the ex- 
- ecution of it, he ordered the garriſon to be 
in readineſs to make a general ſally; and 
in conſequence a certain quantity of ammu- 
nition was delivered to the ſoldiers, and 
they ſeiz'd on all the horſes that were in 
town, and divided them amongſt the dif- 
ferent corps. He diſcovered not his deſign 
till the night before his departure, and left 
the town next morning before day, at the 
head of near ten thouſand men, ſixteen hun- 
dred of which were cavalry, a train of field 
| artillery, waggons, baggage and ſmall arms. - 
YH He carried with him ſeveral hoftages, to an- 
= ſwer for the ſecurity of the ſick and wounded, 
and likewiſe by way of repriſal for the 
treatment they receiv'd at the taking of 
Japcur. He had amaſſed a fund by large 


COn- 
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contributions, which he had exacted from 
the inhabitants, and which they had parted - 
with their moſt valuabl- effects to raiſe. At 
his quitting the town, he had the precaution 
to order the gates to be kept ſhut, to pre- 
vent Zieky's getting intelligence of what 
paſs'd, who had his ſpies in the town. His 
meaſures were ſo well taken, that his van- 
guard having been met by ſome parties of 
the enemy upon patroll, they took them 
for Perſians, who were going upon a general 
. forage. But tho? he had got two or three 
days march of Zieky, he was overtaken by 
ſome light horſe : and he loſt at leaſt three 
thouſand men, by the ſword, deſertion, 
and the great inclemency of the ſeaſon. 
They took moſt of hisartillery and baggage, 
even his o.])i equipage, and that of the com- 
miſſary- general of his army. He left a ge- 
neral officer in the town, and about nine 
hundred men, with orders to make the beſt 
compoſition they could for themſelves. Eight 
days afterwards Zzeky ſent a ſummons to 
this officer, who obtain'd an honourable ca- 
pitulation, the garriſon having the liberty 
to depart. with all the honours of war. In 
the town they found a numerous artillery, 
a large magazine of ammunition in the 
caſtle, pontons, many warlike ſtores, and 
above three thouſand fick, who were made 
priſoners. Notwithſtanding the misfortunes 
that Scadec encountered in his retreat, he 
| O deſerves 
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deſerves ſo much the greater praiſe, as the en- 
ter prize he had undertaken, was if not impoſſi- 
ble, at leaſt very difficult, Zieky having 
caus'd all the bridges to be broken down; 
and as, notwithſtanding a diſorder which 
render*d him unable to ride on horſeback, 
he did not deſert his little army, and would 
be carried wherever his preſence was neceſ- 
fary. For reward of ſo much care and fa- 
tigue, on his arrival at court, he met with 
ſo cool a reception, that he thought proper 
to retire to a country ſeat he had, a few 
miles from 1/pahan. 

The Queen of Golconda celebrated the ſur- 
render of Fenupar by a very gallant and mag- 
nificent entertainment, which ſhe made in 
Gehanabad : it was a chariot-race, 1n imita- 
tion of the Grecians, and it was ſo much the 
more particular, as there were none but la- 
dies, with Nagar and her fiſter Remana at 
their head, who enter*d the liſts to contend 
for the prize: a ſpectacle that had never be- 
tore been exhibited in the empire of Mago, 
and perhaps no where elſe in the world. 

Some little time afterwards, ſhe eſtabliſhed 
a court of judicature in 7enupar, to try the 
citizens, not excepting thoſe of the higheſt 
rank; and ſome were put to death, and 
others ſentenced to pay immenſe fines. The 
pretence for theſe puniſhments was their ex- 
ceſſive affect ion for $ha-Baskan, but it was 
thought that the real crime of the greateſt 

| part 
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part was their being very rich, and that 
Nagar wanted ſpeedy and conſiderable ſup- 
plies. The ſeverity which this princeſs uſed 
on this occaſion, far from contributing - to 
leſſen the idea of cruelty, which her enemies 
had form'd of her, ſerv'd only to increaſe 
it, We have made ſuch frequent mention 
of this queen, that ' tis requiſite ro give the 
reader a more particular account of her, as 


well as of the prince her conſort, and her 


brother-in-law, Prince Sacher. 
Nagar, the Queen of Golconda and Fe- 
nupar, was 3 oung, of a becoming ſtature, 
and a great beauty in ſome people's opinion. 
She had a full face, a high forehead, fine 
eyes, a haughty look, a fteady aſpect, a 
noſe too exactly ſhapꝰ d, a very pretty mouth, 
tho' ſhe had thick lips; a fair complexion, 
and a noble mien. With abundanceof good 
ſenſe, ſhe had a ſteadineſs of mind not com- 
monly found in her ſex: ſhe was imperious, 
paſſionate, revengeful, but generous and 
grateful ; ſhe lov'd to rule, and would be 
punctually obey d. The cruelty of her ſol- 
diers, and her treatment of the towns of 
Viſapour and Fenupar, have given her, per- 
haps with ſome foundation, the character of 
ſprinkling her laurels with blood, and mak- 
ing war like an exaſperated woman. Tis 
true, that the obſtinate reſolution of her ene- 
mies to deprive her by force of her territo- 
O 2 rief, 
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ries, ard the extremity to which ſhe was re- 
duced, were indeed ſufficient motives to ex- 
cite her hatred, and make her wiſh for oc- 
caſions to revenge her wrongs; but the un- 
expected return of fortune ought to have 
ſtifled ſuch ungenerous ſentiments, ;and to pro- 
duce only a noble ambition to excel in great - 
refs of ſoul, and overcome her enemies bya 
generous war. As for the reſt, her fortitude 
under adverſity, and the reſources the found 
to recover herſelf deſerve as much praiſe, as 
her obſtinacy in not acknowledging — 
Prince for head of the empire, whom the 
Rajas had elected, and conſequently pro- 
longing a war that coft the empire of Magoi 
and the reſt of Aha ſo much blood and trea- 
| ſure, have expoſed her to cenſure. 
Nar/ c, Prince of Aracam, her conſort, 
was of a middling ſtature, and had but an 
ordinary aſpect, tho? he had fine features. 
He was an inoffenfive man of a moderate un- 
derſtanding, had no genius for war, and 
gain'd no reputation in his campaigns. The 
ueen, his ſpouſe, had aſſociated him with 
Herſelf in the government, rather to do her- 
ſelf honour, than for any need ſhe thought 
ſhe had of him, or any vrility ſhe Brela w 
likely to accrue from it. His brother, Prince 
gal her, was tall, well made, and very much 
ee with the ſmall pox : he lov'd war, 
underſtood it well, was a brave man, belov'd 


by the ſoldiers, but little by the officers, 
whom 
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whom he ſometimes treated with haughti- 
neſs. He was active and vigilant, at leaſt 
in the morning, but it was thought that he 
cared little or warlike affairs after dinner. 
His exalted birth, and the title of brother-in- 
law to the Queen of Golconda, gave him a 
good deal of authority; and Nagar, by 
truſting him with the chief command of her 
_ armies, acted prudently, and prevented the 
jealouſy and Res gh e which pre- 
vails too much amongſt Generals, who com- 
monly will not yield a jot to each other in 
birth, merit and capacity. _ 
Mean time the Sophi, tired with ſo ruinous 
a war, offer'd to withdraw his troops, and 
leave it to the care of the empire to ſupport 
the head it had elected. After ſome diffi- 
culties on the part of the Queen of Golconda, 
_ theſe propoſals were at length accepted; 
and in conſequence Nęſſir gather*d his forces 
together, and took the rout of Indus to re- 
enter Perſia. They obliged him to give 
hoſtages to prevent his committing, any hoſti- 
lities in his retreat; which, however, was 
a very unneceſſary precaution, becauſe Sal- 
cher purſued the Per/fans to the frontiers 
with all his army. Of near an hundred and 
thirty thouſand men, that the Soph! had at 
ſeveral times ſent into the empire of Mogel, 
Neſfir brought only twenty-five thouſand 
back, and, according to ſome, a much lefs 


number; but all agree that the forces which 
O 3 were 
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were ſaved, were in a deplorable condition, 
Tis reckon'd that Sha Sephi loſt in two 
campaigns, not only by arms, (for little 
blood was ſpilt) but by famine, cold and 


deſertion, at leaft eighty thouſand of his 


fineft troops: a very conſiderable loſs, and 
hard to be repair'd. It coſt him above ſe- 
ven millions of Tomans *, many brave offi- 


cers, and a great number of perſons whoſe 


employments called them to attend the 
army. 4 ; 
After having quarter*d his forces on the 
frontiers, Neſir came to court, and was 
ill receiv'd. This General, whoſe bravery 
and conduct at Jenupar had been ſo much 
extoll'd, that he was look'd on as the only 
captain Perſia could boaſt of, did not find a 
ſingle friend that had either inclination or 
courage to ſpeak in his favour ; and this war- 
riour, whom even the enemy admir'd and 
reſpected, had orders to retire to his eſtate. 
ſome thought that Sha Sephi was induc'd 
to diſgrace him for no other reaſon but to 
pleaſe Sha Baſtan, who hated him: others 
Jaid that he did indeed act well in the be- 
ginning, but that at length his judgment 
fail'd him, and, inſtead of employing him- 


ſelf in his profeſſion, he paſs'd his whole 


time at table, which he was tax'd with lov- 
ing beyond meaſure. However this was, it 
. ; muſt 


* That is, fourteen milions Herling, or about three 
hundred and fifteen millions French money. 


: 4S |.» - HE 
muſt be own'd, that an officer, who was 
ſeventy five years old at leaſt, eſteem'd a 
brave man, and ſerv'd his Prince and: 
country well, merited a different fate; eſpe- 
cially after ſo difficult a war, in which, tis 
own'd, that thoſe who were engag'd in it 
ſuffered more hardſhip in two campaigns than 
is commonly undergone in twenty, He had 
a younger brother, who had taken the prieſtly 
habit, and was call'd Mabamet Neſir. He 
had been a man of a very general acquain- 
tance, and in great favour at court, both on 
account of his genius, vivacity and gaiety, 


and his refinement in, and taſte for the plea- 


ſures of the table, and the exerciſe of hunt» 
ing. Sevagi had him commonly with him, 


which procur*d him the honour of being fre- 
quently admitted into Sha Sephi's com- 


pany. He knew well how to make his court, 
and was a faſhionable man enough, though 
he was paſt the prime of life, and had no 
very pleaſing aſpect. Being diſguſted with 
the world, he retir'd, a little time before 
Sevagi died, to a ſolitude, with ſome Fa- 
quirs, who were under his direction, and 
to whom he ſet an example, by the regula- 


rity of his life. His retiring was matter of 


aſtoniſhment to both town and court, and 
thoſe who knew him could hardly be per- 
ſuaded to think that he would continue ſted- 
faſtly in a ſtate of life ſo very oppoſite to his 
diſpoſition. However, whether it proceeded 


from 
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from the ſincerity of his zeal, or his appre- 
henſions of what the world would ſay, ſo it 
was, that he perſiſted in his reſolution z and 
nothing but the unfortunate ſituation of his 
brother, in the kingdom of Fenupar, could 
have prevaiPd with him to appear again at 
court, whither he came to ſollicit his en- 
largement : and having obtained his ſuit, 
went back to his retirement, and quitted it 
e 5 
The Fapaneſe had treated the Perſans for. 
two years paſt, in ſucha manner that their con- 
duct might be deemed an inſult. 1/mael Beg 
had always diflembled, and perhaps his 
cautious way of acting contributed not a 
little to render the 7apaneſe more enter- 
prizing. To curb their inſolence, and make 
the Perfian na me reſpected by them, vaſt 
preparations for ſea were made ; an effort 
that appeared ſo much the more ſurprizing, 
as the navy was in no flouriſhing condition 
in Perſia. The command of the fleet was 
beſtow'd on Tachmene, the ſecond ſon of 
Zelide, by her firſt marriage, a nobleman 
of about thirty years of age, who had made 
marine his particular ſtudy, and was 
very deſirous to bring it into greater credit 
with the Perfans. He gave attention to 
the minuteft particulars, and neglected not, 
when occaſion offer*d, to inform himſelf of 
the naval affairs of thoſe nations that were 


the moſt renowned at ſea, He was tall, wm 
ſo 
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5 ſo luſty for his age, that he ſeemꝰd to walk 


with great difficulty; hehad a round faze, a 
forehead rather little than large, dark, hol- 
low eyes, often look*d wildly, and ſometimes 
confuſedly, had a ſhort, Roman noſe, turning 


upwards, a mouth a little flat, but ſmiling, 


a fair skin, and fine complexion. His voice 


was ſtrong, his manner of ſpeaking quick, 


and he had the appearance of a robuſt, ac- 
tive man, His underſtanding was ſlow, but 


Juſt ; he was inoffenſive, very ſober, and 
had gain'd a general eſteem. He was a true 


friend, and took a pleaſure in doing good 


offices. Thoſe that did not know him 


thoroughly found him cold ſometimes, and 


not very complaiſant; but his friends knew 


that his coldneſs and gloomy air were not at 


all owing to his temper, which was excel- 
lent, He was naturally merry and lov'd 
raillery, but did it without giving pain, even 
to thoſe to whom he ow*d no reſpect. As 
he had never ſeen a battle, it cannot be po- 
ſitively affirm'd that he wanted not courage; 
but he was too nobly born to leave room to 
apprehend that he would forget himſelf, in 
fuch occaſions as required him to hazard his 


perſon. After about ten months at ſea, 


which very much alarm'd the Japaneſe, and 


during which he contracted an ill ſtate of 


health, he re-entered the Penſſan port much 
indiſpos'd, and was landed with difficulty, 
and a few days afterwards died. FThoſe who 

paid. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


a = . 9 - 4s. ; N F : X —— 5 

, Ty ; 8 2 Sn. ah e 8 r "7 wo * 4, 
Ks c POW W A 3X. * Bs $2 "A > 4 * * a <1 2M ” Dy 
CT 7 2 - 2 7 * Do 7 5 JF. - 5 
* 3 * & 288 8 Y 88 2 1 902 3 LE OW 4 3 8 5 WP "> EY 
* 23 R AK . Fr J A * 5 1 1 0 4 
© - AM . 7 Fs de- fax 
* f 3 

9 Ga 2 *. 


F 
| paid their court moſt aſſiduouſly to him in 
VB his life time, rais'd reports of him after his 
= death injurious to his memory. Some gave 
out that he died of the wounds he receiv'd 
| jn a duel, with an officer of his fleet; but 

the ſenſible part of mankind, and thoſe 
who knew better, diſregarded theſe rumours, 
and truly regretted his loſs. He left a wi- 
dow very rich, handſome and young, by 
whom he had no children. Zelide was much 
concerned for his death, for ſhe lov'd him 
paſſionately. 5 
In the beginning of the ſecond year of the 
war with Fenupar, a Turkiſh embaſſador ar- 
rived at 1ſpahan, charg'd, as it was reported, 
with very important negociations, but in 
fact only with a treaty of commerce. He 
had a numerous retinue, and made a mag- 
nificent entry. 16h; was deputed to accom- 
pany him at this ceremony. This embaſ- 
ſador's name was Horeb. He was in the 
decline of life, of a middling ſtature, and 
had a venerable aſpect, with a brisk, 
piercing eye. He was a man of excellent 
underſtanding, and extenſive knowledge, 
of a ſociable temper, an eaſy, polite. beha- 
viour, and very fond of living in Perſia. 
He was ſaid to have been engag'd in ſome 
gallantries which were little talk'd of, but 
4 ſome of the principal perſons in his retinue 
| had ſome amours that made ſo much noiſe, 
that he was oblig'd to enjoin them a con- 
b | trary 
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trary conduct. It being the cuſtom in Per- 
a to defray the expences of the Turkiſh em- 
baſſadors, he deſired to make the disburſe- 
ments himſelf, and with that view applied 
to have the money remitted to him, which 
was allowed for every day's jexpence; this 
occaſion*d his being tax'd with avarice, and 
not without foundation, for he was far from 
being generous. He had all the reaſon in 
the world to be ſatisfied with his reception 
at Jſpaban, and at his departure thence. Sha 
Sephi gave him rich preſents for the Empe- 
ror his maſter, of greater value than thoſe 
he had brought the Sapbi, tho? they were 
very fine. He had preſents likewiſe made 
him for himſelf and his retinue, which he 
had the greateſt reaſon to be ſatisfied with, 
He liv'd above a year at Maban, and left 
it with regret. | 
A little time after the arrival of the em- 
baſſador, Sha Sephi ſent one to the Empe- 
ror of China, charg'd with negociations 
concerning the pretenſions of the two crowns 
againſt the houſe of Delly; but eſpecially to 
conclude a marriage between one of the 
Princeſſes of China, and the preſumptive 
heir to the crown of Perſia, a young Prince 
of thirteen years of age, handſome, of a 
quick wit, not eaſily kept within bounds 
ſometimes, but which, for all that, afforded 
the moſt promiſing hopes. The embaſla- 
dor's name was Baubec Kan; he was a luſty 
5 man, 


4 © 


. 

man, of great abilities, talk d well, and was 
fall of vivacity, which ill agreed with the 
profeſſion of Moullab that he had embrac'd, 

and ſeem'd not born for; ſo that it was 
fear'd he would not ſucceed in fo circum- 
ſpect a court as that of Peking Was. He 
an artful, diſſembling man, and paſs'd for 
one that had ſtoop*d to mean actions, un- 
befirting his character. He was captious, 
miſtruſtful and covetous, and fo paſſionate 
that he ſometimes ſuffer'd himſelf to be 
tranſported to give indecent language. He 
was extremely well receiv'd by Gelaleddin, 
but little care d by the Chineſe lords, who 


eſteem'd him ſo xt the leſs for his cha- 
racter, which got thither before him. They 
were ſurpriz*d at the Perſian court at Albe- 
maldoulel's choice; but the politicians ima- 


gin'd he embrac'd this occaſion to ſend a- 


way with honour a perſon, whoſe abilities 
and cunning he dreaded. 


The king of Nechal declared, as above- 
mention'd, in favour of the Queen of Gol- 


conda, and having join'd the Dellians, march'd 
againſt the Chineſe and Cochinchineſe, who were 


enter'd the territories of the hiouſe of Del, 
ſituated on the further ſide of the Ganges, un- 
der the command of Beareddin, a Chineſe of- 


ficer, celebrated for his conqueſt of the king- 


dom of Cochinchina, a few years ſince. The 


court of Pekinp, diſſatisfied with the little 
progreſs he mate, recall'd him, and ſent 


Segedin 
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Segedin in his room, who ſucceeded no bet - 
ter for want of ſufficient forces, and ſo juſti- 
fied his predeceſſor. In truth, his ſituation 
was extremely perplexing, for the king of 
Cochinchina, terrified by the Japaneſe fleet 
that appeared upon his coaſts, and threaten'd. 
to make adeſcent, had withdrawn his troops, 
and embrac'd the neutrality. Segedin, being 
conſiderably weaken'd by the deſertion of 
the Cochinchineſe, prudently reſolv'd to re- 
move his army to ſuch a diſtance, that he 
might be under no apprehenſion of an at- 
tack from the enemy. This wiſe precaution 
would, however, have avaiPd nothing, and 
this General would ſoon have been con- 
ſtrain*d to quit his poſt, becauſe the enemy 
purſued him from place to place, if Gelaled- 
din had not made a diverſion in the princi- 
pality of Fe/ova, which oblig'd the king of 
Necbal to haſten thither with the beſt part 
of thoſe forces wherewith he had join'd the 
Queen of Golconda's army. This diverſion, 
which was undertaken, in order to penetrate 
the territories of Nagar thro* thoſe of Kore 
ſula, and join Segedin, immediately gave 
him more room, The principality of Je- 
ſeva was ſoon reduc'd, and its capital taken 
by Negeddin, the Sopbi's ſon-in-law, who 
was ſent upon the expedition by his father, 
the Emperor of China. Korſala did not ſuf. 
ter the young Prince to hold his conqueſts 
long, but retook them as quick as he had 

0 P gain'd. 
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gain'd them. Negeddin ſent to China for 


ſuch ſupplies as might empower him, with- 
out delay, to repair his loſs; and he was 
pot only furniſh'd with reinforcements, but 
Gelaleddin diſpatch'd Sulaſti to command 
under him, in the room of Zerid, who was. 
found too flow, and to whom the loſs of 

Jeſova was likewiſe imputed, Seulaſki, a 
more active and enterprizing man, enter'd 
again into Feſova, and after making himſelf 
maſter of a caſtle, the garriſon of which' he 
made priſoners of war, he march'd to Kcr- 
fula, intending to give the enemy battle, 
but found them poſted ſo advantageouſly, 
that he judg'd it improper to attack them. 
The two armies reſted two days in ſight of 
each other, and when it was leaſt expected, 
the King of Necbal decamp'd, and retired 
into another of his principalities, next ad- 
joining to that of Ze/ova, leaving the latter 
at Negeddin's mercy, who was admitted 
into the capital as a conqueror. This mo- 
tion of the king of Necba! troubled the 
Queen of Golconda, and the Emperor of 
Japan, and made it ſuſpected that there. was 


ſome treaty between this monarch and the 


court of China ; but he remov'd this ſuſpi- 
cion, and encouraged his allies, by juſtify- 
ing his retreat, which he was forc'd to, for 
want of forage, and then by the weakneſs 
of his troops, that were extremely fatigued, 
and the ſuperiority of the enemy. 


Th 


* 
2 


L 159 J. 

The Chineſe being maſters of all the 
country, and quarter'd in it, levied great 
contributions, whilſt they waited for a con- 
ſiderable reinforcement from Pera, with 
which they reckon'd they ſhould be ſtrong 
enough to force the paſſages in the ſpring. 
Mean time, Negeddin, in the midſt of the 
pleaſures he had again recourſe to, in the 
capital, was in danger of loſing his life, by 
his apartment taking fire in the night: one 
of his guards, with great zeal and intrepi- 


5 dity, burſt his chamber door, and carrying 


off the Prince afl-ep, ſav'd his life; this 
help was very ſcaſonable, for in a few mi- 
nutes afterwards the floor fell in, and the 
building was burnt to the ground. The 
grateful Negeddin rewarded his deliverer 
very bountifully, This accident, which was 
only occaſioned by careleſneſs, was ſuſpected 
to proceed from Korſula's revenge, or at leaſt 


from the hatred of his ſubjects towards their 


new maſters. Thus were people ready to 
aſcribe it to cauſes very wide of the truth, 
and as derogatory to the honour of the King 
of Necbal, as they were contrary to the laws 
of a fair war. 6 | a 
The Sophi reſolv'd at length to aſſiſt his 
ſon- in- law with twelve thouſand men, which 
he afterwards increaſed to twenty-two thou- 


ſand, and gave the command of them to 


the Prince Morat Bache; this choice he 


made, it is ſaid, not to diſguſt Soulaſti, 
| P 2 : Who 
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who was captious, and carried it with a high 
band, ſo far as to ſay, he would not ſerve 
with any Perſian officer, tho* ſuperior to 
himſelf. Morat Bakche having join'd Ne- 
geddin, they deliberated with the Generals 
of both nations about the meaſures that were 


to be taken, to render the chief end of the 
diverſion ſucceſsful; and it was reſolv'd 
that they ſhould attempt a paſſage through 
the principality to which the King of Necbal 
retir d. After having provided for the pre- 
ſervation of Jen, the combined army 
begun their march. The two Princes, both 
young, brave, and thirſting after honour, 
penetrated, in one campaign, into the prin- 
cipality, and feiz*d upon ſome ſtrong holds, 
not without conſiderable loſs, But notwith- 
ſtanding the difficulties they met with, from 
the narrow defiles they had to paſs, which 
were not eaſy to be forc'd, and in ſpite of 
Kor ſula's reſiſtance, whodiſputed the ground 
-with them, inch by inch, with equal cou- 
rage and conduct, there was a probability 
that the princes would have been able to 
have made their way, even to the dominions 
of the Queen of Golconda, had they not been 
detain'd longer than they expected, by a 
very tedious and bloody ſiege, and oblig'd 
to raiſe it, by the advance of the ſeaſon, and, 
the ſnow falling, to conduct their army, 
which was much leſſen'd, and vaſtly fatigu'd, 
. ENT Into 
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into winter quarters; a refreſhment. which 


they wanted extremely 


A little time after the exaltation of Sha 


 3a:ken to the throne of Megol, they had 


the news in Ala of the revolution which hap- 


. pened in Ruſia, where the army had de- 


thron'd this Emperor, a child, to put Sela- 


tibeb in his place, a Princeſs of thirty three 


years old, greatly belov'd by the whole na- 
tion. The hatred they bore to the miniſter, 
who, in the opinion of the people, govern'd 
himſelf ſome what too much by the princi- 
ples of the houſe of Dellh, occaſion'd this 
revolution, which was ſo well conducted, 


and ſo ſpeedily executed, that a ſingle night 


ſaw the beginning and ending of it. Syda- 
meck was then embaſſador at this court, from 
Sha Sephi: he was a Perſian Lord, about 


thirty ſix, tall, very handſome, witty, ex- 


tremely polite, and a man of great gallantry. 


He was faid to be in high favour with Sela- 
tibeb, to whom indeed he regularly paid his 
court, and ſhe treated him with particular 
marks of diſtinction. There was this re 


markable, that the ſoldiers deputed fifty of 


their number to inform Sydameck of what 
paſſed, and recommend the Empreſs to his 
care, for whom, they ſaid, they. knew he 
had a ſingular affection; and likewiſe to 
teſtify, that they earneſtly deſir'd that their 


new miſtreſs would keep up a good intelli- 


gence with the Sophi, whom they lov'd and 


F 49 reſpected. 
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reſpected. This event caus'd ſo much the 
more uneaſineſs at the court of Golconda, 
becauſe  Selatiheb had confin'd the miniſters, 
and ſome lords that were attach'd to the 
houſe of Delly, and had found amongſt 


their papers certain ſchemes and correſpon- |. 


dences that the new Empreſs had reafon to 
be diſpleas'd with. This revolution en- 
tirely unhing'd the affairs of Nagar at this 
court, and a rupture was apprehended. . H- 
dameck artfully took advantage of the diſ- 
Poſitions of the Empreſs 3 and as he daily 
advanced in her favour, it was not doubted 
but ſhe would ſoon openly ſide with Per/ia. 
The power of this monarchy, which was 
little known twenty years ago, had been 
lighted by the ſovereigns of Afia 3 but the 
Emperor Phadek, a wiſe Prince, and who 
had great deſigns in view, having at once 
rais'd his empire from the obſcurity in which 
it lay, and created, as I may ſay, a new 
people, had drawn all eyes upon him, ar- 
riv*d at length to that authority that he had 
a vaſt influence in general affairs. Sydameck 
was the firſt perſon Sha Sepbi ſent to this 
court with the title of embaſſador ; and as 
this ſtep gave great ſatisfaction, there was 
reaſon to believe, that if Pera reſolv*d to 
have a miniſter of the firſt rank reſident there 
conſtantly, the nation would continue to be 
highly reſpected by the Raſſians. 27 2 

| = | The 
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1 
The year before the Perſſans quitted the 
empire of Mogol, the Queen of Golconda and 
her allies ſent ſeveral corps into Feldrans. 


Their plan of operations was to penetrate 
into Perſia, and oblige Sha Sephi, by this 


- diverſion, to recal his troops 3 which could 


not have been effected without expoſing 
them to great dangers in their retreat. But 
the Sophi was happily provided for it; for 
far from diſarming, he had made ne levies,, 


and ſent them by degrees to his frontiers. 


Beſides a numerous army, which he could 
get together in a few days, in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Indus, he had another in 


that part of Feldrans that belong'd to him. 


On the rumour of the allies being in mo- 


tion on that ſide, he came to a reſolution to 


put his troops in motion. The command 
was deſigned for Seif, who was fo ill that he 
was advis'd to refuſe it; out of pique, per- 
haps, that the ſame honour was not con- 
ferr'd on him, that Neftr was rewardedwith 
upon his expedition to Fenupar. Upon his 
refuſal, the command was given to bi. 


All the princes and the nobility thought it 


their duty to repair to this army: They 
arriv'd late, and tho* an action of impor- 
tance was expected every day, yet nothing 
happen'd, becauſe the allies made no at- 
tempt. The Sophi diſcovered great mode- 


ration in this juncture; for tho' he ſaw the 


enemy at his gates, and knew their deſigns, 
yer 
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yet he was ſatisfied with only putting him- 
felf in a poſture of defence, and took no ad- 
vantage of the conduct of the allies, fo much 
the more indiſcreet, as war was not yet de- 
clar*d. Di employ'd himſelf in marches, 
encampments, and providing, in his uſual 
way, againſt ordinary accidents: he vi- 
fited the places of moſt conſequence, putting 
them in a poſture of defence, and took par- 
ticular care of the fortifications of a maritime 
town, which Sha Sephi had a mind to fecure 
effectually againſt all attempts. This was the 
firſt campaign of the young Sevagi, who 
diſtinguiſh'd himſelf leſs by the magni- 
ficence and ſplendor of his equipage, than by 

his application to buſineſs, vigilance, and 
indefatigable zeal, and, above all, by his 
affability and generoſity, by which he me- 
rited the praiſes of the officers, and gain*d 
the hearts of the ſoldiers. This young 
Prince was then ſeventeen, handſome, tall 
for his age, genteel, and had an engaging 
air, A ſtiff and conſtrain'd behaviour be- 
fore perſons of the ſame quality, or ſtrangers, 
and a kind of baſnfulneſs, made him ſome- 
times appear confus'd, but he corrected this, 
at leaſt in part, during the campaign, and aſ- 
ſum'd a more free and eaſy carriage. He 
had a good underſtand ing, a noble ambi- 
tion, and uncommon generoſity; in a word, 
he was a very able and promiſing Prince. 
Zelide was ſo much the more uneaſy at his 
3 departure, 
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departure, becauſe he was of a very tender 
conſtitution; but two months ſtay in the 
army ſtrengthened it, and he return'd quite 
alter*d for the better. 
A little before this campaign died at V 
. pahan, aged thirty-three, Selatibeb, the 
widow of the late Emperor of China, Semein 
the firſt, the eldeſt ſon of Ge/aleddin, in 
whoſe favour his father abdicated the throne 
eighteen years ſince, and who did not reign 
a year. This Princeſs was the daughter of 
Ali Homajou, and one of thoſe whoſe mar- 
riage was one of the conditions of the peace 
between Perſia and China, as we have already 
obſerv*d in the beginning of theſe memoirs, 
Ever ſince her return to 1/þahan, ſhe led 4 
very retired and melancholy life. 
I Towards the cloſe of the ſame year, Re- 
tima loſt the title of favourite miſtreſs, and 
tell into diſgrace. Her generous diſpoſition 
occaſion'd her misfortune : She had four 
ſiſters, one of whom ſhe brought to court; 
her name was Ofiria, ſhe had been ſome 
years a widow, having loſt her husband, a 
Perſian Lord, who was carried off, in the 
twenty-ſixth year of his age, by a peſtilential 
fever. She was pretty, very fair, and tho? 
ſhe had made but little noiſe in the world 
ſence ſhe became a widow, yet ſhe appear'd 
at court with pleaſure, and not without am- 
bition. Being introduc'd by Retzma to She 
Sepbi's company, ſhe deſpair'd not of touch- 


ing 


1 1 * * A -» J 9 
* 5 Me "0 —— * v 
4 n . r TIS „ * ? X et 
E -, EE? A a 4 1 * n 8's. 4? <a 2 
' Gaye Io as Ars 2 INS $ WET 
* Make” 5 ö 8 N 8 1 * 


** 
* n * WORD 2 wn I : 10 * x Sa 4.4 y 
5 5 > Os ON" A n 
1 1 Ws =, * 0 4 7 - . 
5 9 . ; 
$ k 
2 8 : 


[ 166 J | 
ing his heart, and ſupplantirg her ſiſter, 
Azmut, one of the four Mebters, it was 
faid, had a conſiderable ſhare in this in- 
trigue. He was tal], well made, agreeable, 
extremely gallant, and ſtil] retain'd a quick 
reliſh of thoſe pleaſures, the exceſſive uſe 
of which had worn him out faſt, and made 
him an old man before his time. He had 
deen a great lover of the ſex, and was gene- 
ally thought to have met with very grate- 
ful returns. His intrigues had made a great 
noiſe, and engag'd him in ſome quarrels, 
from which he extricated himſelf with ho- 
nour. He was a perſon of good ſenſe, gay, 
diverting, very rich, but a bad œconomiſt. 
He was greatly eſteem'd at court, and found 
means to gain Sh Sephi's good graces : add 


to this, he was ambitious, and after the 


death of 7/nacl Beg was tax'd with aſpiring 
to the miniſtry ; a poſt which, notwith- 
ing his abilities, it may be affirm'd he 
was unfit for, by reaſon of his inclination 
to pleaſure, want of application, and a ra- 
Kiſh air. r 

Sha Sephi could not reſiſt Qfria's charms 
but this intereſted woman, being determin'd 
to avail her ſelf of the advantages ſhe knew 
her beauty gave her over Retima, made him 
purchaſe the conqueſt 3 for ſhe would not 


accept the place of favourite, unleſs accom- 


panied with ſuch ticles and diſtinctions, as 


there had been but one inſtance of under the 
9 reign 
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reign of the gallant Sha Abbas the Great; 
ſhe yielded not to his wiſhes, till ſhe had firſt 
procured ſuch a ſettlement as might ſecure 
her againſt all events. Sha Sephi was too 
much in love not to grant all ſhe aſk*d, and 
her credit became ſo great, that it was fear'd 
ſhe might come to govern abſolutely. A 
pretty little apartment was built for her in a 
palace out of town, which the Sophz, as we 
have before ſaid, purchaſed two years after 
Sevagi's death; convenient machines were 
contrived to carry her from place to place, 
at ſuch times and occaſions as her lover 
thought worthy the utmoſt attention. 

Retima heard the news of her diſgrace 
with unſpeakable grief; and as ſhe had truly 
loved, and her heart was affected, ſhe re- 
mained long inconfolable : but an Iman, a 
perſon of great zeal and underſtanding, 
brought her to ſcrious reflection; and the 
frequent converſations ſhe had with him re- 
ſtored her former tranquillity, and gave her 
a ſight of her duty. And now this lady, 
who uſed to dreſs ſo richly, and ſpent her 
whole time in diverſions, diligently frequent- 
ed the. moſques in a plain dreſs, mix*d with 
women of an inferior rank, from whom ſhe 
could only be diſtinguiſhed by her devotion 
and modefty, and was more admir'd and re- 
ſpected in this lowly ſtate, than ſhe had been 
in the heighth of her grandeur. Sha Sephi 
ſettled on her a yearly penſion, of about nine 

| hundred 


hundred Tomans, gave her a palace, and 
ordered her debts to be paid, amounting to 
ſeventeen thouſand Tomans ; which, tho? 
a large ſum, will not appear extravagant, if 
it be conſidered, that ſhe made no advantage 
of the place the held, and received no more 
that five hundred T omans a year; which 
fell far ſhort of her expences at court. The 
payment of the ſeventeen thouſand Tomans 
was aſſign'd upon the revenue of the cu- 
ſtoms; but notwithſtanding the orders of the 
Sophi, thoſe that were entruſted with the di- 
ſtribution of the fund, not content with mak- 
the creditors wait, wrong d moſt of them 
conſiderably. | 
The two other ſiſters of Retima were 
Euxica and Doghdon. The former had been 
married ſome years to Zingis, a Perſian lord, 
who, tho* he was not of the firſt quality, 
maintained his rank at court. She was tall, 
well made, agreeable, and her conduct was 
unblameable. Doghdon, the youngeſt ſiſter, _ 
was very tall, had a thick bad ſhape, and 
nothing ſtriking in her perſon. She was at 
leaſt twenty ſeven years of age, and was mar- 
ned the following year to Mir Tehekar, who 
had been a widower ſome years, and was 
{till young, very rich, and a perſon of great 
quality, but as to the reſt, a man not much 
regarded. 

At the end of the ſaid year died in his ca- 
pital Aſt Kan, Raja of Brampour, at the 20 
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of eighty one, leaving no children behind 
him. Ihe title of Raja, and his dominions 
devolved by right of ſucceſſion to A. Konli 
kan, a prince of the ſame family, but of an- 
other branch, a little paſt eighteen. He took 
poſſeſſion of his dominions in a very critical 
conjuncture, and at an age when uſually 
prudence does not preſide ; he nevertheleſs 
took a wiſe ſtep, in reſolving to concern him- 
ſelf no further with the troubles that ſhook 
the empire of Moge!, than to contribute to 
reſtore its tranquillity. 
The war was carried on vigorouſly between 
China and Japan, at leaſt by ſea. The two 
nations frequently took each others ſhips, 
and by the liſts that were publiſh'd, it ap- 
pear'd that the Japaneſe, tho* much ſuperior, 
at ſea, loſt a greater number than the CH- 
neſe. It muſt be own'd, however, that if 
China had kept the fea with a naval army, 
and hazarded a battle, it is vaſt odds that 
ſhe would have been beaten; but ſhe was ſa- 
tistied with ſending out ſeveral ſmall ſqua- 
drons, which cruized from place to place, 
and annoy'd the Faponeſe more than if they 
had been joined together. This war coſt 
both nations immenſe ſums, eſpecially the 
Fapaneſe, whoſe coaſts not being fortified, 

could not be protected without a large fleet; 
which, added to the ſupplics they fent the 
queen of Golconda, put them to a prodigious 


cXPENCEI but as they were valily rich, and 
had 
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na endic:s reſources in their induſtry, trade, 
and the conſtitution of their government, 


whatever expence they were at, and whatever 


loſſes they ſutain'd, they were yet much in- 
ferior in p:op>rtion to thoſe of the Chineſe, 
who had wante | theſe advantages. Amongſt 


their other «nterprizes the Fapaneſe attempt- 


ed to ſeize on a maritime town in China, 
where great treaſures were lodged. They 
made vaſt prepirations for this expedition, 
which proy'd unſucceſsful ; for they were for. 


ced to retreat with loſs; and ſickneſs and bad 


weather compleated the deſtruction of their 
men. But even their loſſes ſpirited them 
up to greater undertakings; and we beheld 
with aſtoniſhment new fleets ſail out of the 
Fepaneſe ports, even more numerous and 
more formidable than thoſe of the preceding 


years: So great is the power of this empire, 


and ſo ſurprizing the courage of the people! 


Mean time JI/mae! Beg's health declin'd 
daily, his advanc'd age, and an habitual in- 
diſpoſition, which old age render'd ſtill more 


dangerous, preſag'd his approaching end. 
He was often brought extemely low, his phy- 
ſicians poſitively forbid him all application 
to buſineſs, and he concern'd himſelf as lit- 
tle as he could with ſtate affairs, and paſ- 


ſed the beſt part of his time in a coun- 


try houſe four miles from //pahan, The 
miniſters waited on him every day to 


give him an account of affairs, and receive 
9 his 
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his orders. Jbben, who, as before ſaid, ſuc- 
ceeded O/man in the poſt of ſecretary of war, 
attended him one morning, and ſpent ſome 
hours with him in buſineſs, and wherher 
it proceeded from indiſpoſition, or too 
much conſtraint, he was taken fo ill when 
he went away, that they thought his life in 
danger. The Iman Haſdy, the confident of 
Iſmael! Beg, to whom he ow'd his fortune, 
fearing perhaps leſt this accident mighr 
make too great an impreſſion on his maſt 
er, whoſe health was not ſo good as to 
baniſh all apprehenſion, did not give the 
leaſt aſſiſtance to [bben, and had him carri- 
ed in all haſte to Vaban, where he was 
brought without life according to ſome, or. 
according to others in ſo deſperate a condi- 
tion that he died next day. The death of 
Ben made a noiſe, and Haſdy was publick- 
ly cenfur'd for it, and tax'd with inhuma- 
nity: And indeed his conduct appear'd ſo 
much the more odious, inaſmuch as it was 
afirm'd that if Ibben had been reliev'd in 
time, his life might have been ſav'd. 

His place was warmly ſollicited, but it was 
given to Neamed, the fon of Daracha, of 
whom we made mention in treating of the 
regency of Ali Homajou. He was tall, well! 
made, had fine features, an obliging air, 
but inclin*d to melancholy, a noble mien, a 
ſparkling, but not very ſolid wit, and a ſu- 
perficial Knowledge of abundance of things; 


and 


l. 
and as he talk'd well and fluently, he im- 
pos'd on perſons at firſt ſight. He had 
long enjoy*d the confidence of the prinze of 
Jeſſeing. His ambition was boundleſs, 
and it was faid that his only reaſon for ſol- 
liciting ſo vigorouſly 15ven*s poſt, was that 
he might have a ſhare in the miniſtry, and 
ſtand a fairer chance to ſucceed in his en- 
deavours to obtain the poſt of Divan Beghi, 
This new miniſter's conduct was ſo arttul, 
that he came to be in great credit with S 
Sep hi. : 

T/mael Beg died a few months afterwards, 
after a tedious indiſpolition, which he bore 
with courage, and retain'd his perfect ſenſes 
almoſt to his laſt breath. The S9phi made 
him two viſits during his illneſs, and 
they were ſhut up together a long time. It 
is reported that //mael Beg in theſe confe- 
rences, in which he gave his maſter an ac- 
count of the ſtate of the kingdom, and 
what he thought neceſſary to be done in the 
circumſtances Mia was then in, inſpir'd him 
with an averſion to Muziama Moullab, a 
prieſt of excellent ſenſe, who he apprehend- 
ed might be advanc'd to ſucceed him, tho 
he had always ſeem'd to live in good under- 
ſtanding with him, and, as report goes, had 
done more than give him hopes of a great 
ſhare in the management of affairs. Ha- 
el Beg left the world to the great ſatisfaction 
of not a few perſons, but regretted by the 
Sopbi 
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Sophi, who erefted a ſtately monument for 
him; an everlaſting memorial of his gene- 
roſity and gratitude. - EY 
This Athematdoulet abſolutely govern'd 


Sha Sephi, and all his dominions ſixteen 


years. The little wealth he left behind him 


was a proof of his diſintereſtedneſs ; but 


he had taken care to provide handſomely 
for his relations, which is a manner of ma- 
king their fortunes, ſo much the more re- 
fin'd, as it is more noble and glorious, 
more agreeable to ſelf-love, and not liable 
to thoſe ſuſpicions, which the immenſe 
riches a miniſter leaves to his heirs common- 
ly occaſions. Being excited by his ambiti- 
on to procure a Mehter's place tor one of his 


nephews, he had the mortification to ſee 


the reſt unwilling to admit one amongſt 
them, whom they reckoned unworthy of a 
poſt, which they look'd on as fit only for 
perſons nobly born. Sha Sephi commanded 
them to admit him ; but all his authority 
could not prevent their eagerly ſeizing every 
opportunity that offer'd to make him unea- 
fy in his new poſt. 5 
As a private man Jſnael Beg, was poſſeſs'd 
of many excellent qualities; his underſtand- 
ing being lively and refin'd, his converſa- 
tion free and engaging, his genius quick, 
and extremely witty : He was a humane, 
good man, regular in his manners, a kind 
relation, a good maſter ; but withal he was 
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eunning. diffembling, revengeful, and a 
friend not to be rely'd on. 

As a ſtateſman he was too eafily- preju- 
dic'd, not enough on his guard againſt in- 
tormers, and ridiculouffy fond of being e- 
ſteemed an able mmiſter, even in the opini- 
on of ſtrangers ; he was not liberal enough, 
Jealous of his authority, and did not fo well 
underſtand wherein true honour conſiſted, 
as to maintain his maſter's in a proper 
manner. He had bur indifferent qualifica- 
tions for governing a great kingdom ; for 
he wanted that extent and ſtrength of geni- 
us that inſtantly takes in and comprehends 
all objects, diſcovers their ſtrength and 
weakneſs, advantages and inconveniences, 
and always draws ſuch conſequences from 
them, as are moſt uſeful to a ſtate. By 
pretending a great love for peace, he im- 
peſ-d on ſeveral powers; and in the mean 
time by his intrigues in many courts, en- 
deavoured privately to diſturb the repoſe of 
Aſia by wars in which he had no intention 
of taking part, whatever hopes he gave 
them of aſſiſtance. He caft a blemiſh on 
the honour of his maſter, by infringing” a 
treaty (which he had the imprudence to 
get him to ſign ſome years before) enter'd 
into with the houſe of Delly to the violation 
of prior treaties concluded with other prin- 
ces, and diſgrac'd the Perſian name by the 
imall. number of forces he employ'd to 


„ make 
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make advantage of the infringement of this 
treaty. At his entrance into the miniſtry 
he found things in great confufion, and rec- 
tified all matters in a ſhort time; an zra 
that reflects great honour on his memory: 
But he wanted fkill to improve the oppor- 
tunities that offer'd to advance the power of 
Perſia, or to foreſee thoſe that might here- 
after happen; In a word, the great events 
that fell out during his miniſtry, open'd to 
him an ample field of glory, which, to the 
ſhame and prejudice of his nation, he was 
unable to put to a proper advantage. 
Immediately after {/mae! Beg's deceaſe, - 
Sha Sepbi declar'd he would take the reins 
of government into his own hand: And in- 
deed he devoted himſelf entirely to the care 
of the ſtate, and appointed ſet hours for his 
miniſters to do buſineſs with him. The 
ſtep he took was much praiſed, and with 
reaſon, but few could believe he would per- 
ſevere in this courſe. The little inclination 
he was known to have for buſineſs, and his 
having been always kept a ſtranger to pub- 
lick affairs, made moſt people conclude that 
he would ſoon make choice of a perſon to 
eaſe him of the burden, too heavy for 
bearing long. On this foundation there 
was great intriguing at court, for every one 
who thought they might pretend to this 
important poſt {and theſe were not a few, 
for no body thinks himſelf inferior to _ 
ther 
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ther in ſenſe and capacity) us'd all his arts 
to riſe. Even Coſrou flatter'd. himſelf with 
being reſtor'd to the place he had formerly 

fleſs'd ; and to ſucceed the better com- 
pos'd a large Memoir, in which he cenſur'd 
without reſerve the deceaſed Athematdeulet ; 
he manag'd ſo that he got it deliver'd to 
the king, who was ſtruck with indignation 
againſt the author, and would ſoon have 
made him feel the weight of it, had he not 
been appeas'd. It muſt be own'd Coſrou 
| oe his time very ill, and was guilty of 

the higheſt imprudence, to venture to blame 
a man ſcarce cold in his grave, and whoſe 
memory was dear to the Sopbi. He was ill 
advis'd, and worſe ſerv'd: his precipitation 
ruin'd all; for ſuppoſing there had been any 
hopes of ſucceſs, they were entirely de- 
ſtroyed by the Sophi's manner of ſpeaking 
his mind on this ſubject. This ill ſucceſs, 
far from diſheartening the remaining candi- 
dates, encourag'd them ſo much the more 
as they ſuſpected Coſrou and his party. 
But the Sopbi gave none the preference, ex- 
cept perhaps Rhedi, whoſe credit greatly 
increagd by the care he took to furniſh the 
ſupplies neceflary for the expences which 
this prince laid out on his new pleaſure- 
houſe : One day amongſt the reſt he made 
his court artfully on this ſubject. Sha Se- 
phi, after ſome hours buſineſs with him at 
this palace, ſufter'd him to depart without 
= giving 
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giving him an eſtimate of the addition, to be 
made to the buildings, amounting to the 
ſum of about twenty ſeven thouſand Tomans. 
The king's natural timidity, and the vaſt 
expences required in the preſent conjunc- 
ture of affairs, prevented his handing the 
account about till it ſhould come to RHedi, 
whoſe repreſentations on the matter he pro- 
bably apprehended ; but he had ſcaree left 
his preſence, before he gave the paper to 
one of his eunuchs, with orders to deliver 
it immediately to Rhea, and to tell him 
the Sophi had forgot to give it him. Rhedi 
open'd it directly, and ſeeing the contents, 
return'd to Sha Sephi's apartment, and told 
him he was aſtoniſh'd at the ſmallneſs of the 
jum, for that he had computed it to thirty 
five thouſand Tomanss The Sophi was 
charm'd with the zeal and complaiſance of 
his miniſter, and took it the more kindly, 
as he did not expect it. This trifle eſta- 
bliſhed Rhedi in the good graces of his maſt- 
er; fo true it is that with the great all de- 
pends on right timing things! Cæſrou by 
miſſing this point compleated his ruin. 
Rhedi ſeiz'd it, and eſtabliſh'd his credit. 
Whilſt thefe things were tranſacting in 
Perſia, they lamented in Mogol the death 
of Nabal Akel Kan, Raja of Guzarate, who 
died in his capital, aged ſeventy eight. It 
was a loſs, eſpecially, in the preſent circum- 


ſtances of his empire. The grandees of 
i Cuxa- 
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Cuzarate elected Mir Kaſſem Kan for his 
ſucceſſor. His intereſt requiring him to re- 
main neuter in the quarrels thar divided the 
empire, he diſcovered no inclination at-the 
beginning of his reign for one fide more than 
the other: But in proceſs of time he ſeem'd 
to incline to the queen of Golconda, which 
greatly diſpleas'd the emperor. As for the 
reſt, the power of this Raja being leſs conſi- 
derable in reſpect of his troops, than by the 
authority he derives from his dignity, his 
alliance 1s of no great weight in war. 

Some months afterwards died at Mahan 
the "iy pay Roxana, the mother of Mirza 
Haddi, at the age of ſeventy years, and 
left Coſrou's party in ſome meaſure without 
a head ; ſhe died rich. The neutrality which 
the king of Cochinchina had enter'd into, be- 
ing only an effect of the apprehenfion he 
was under leſt the Japaneſe ſhould make a 
deſcent upon his territories, did-not hinder 
him from ſending ſome regiments to Sege- 
din, which were publickly declar'd to be the 
tame that Gelaleddin had formerly lent to fa- 
cilitate the conqueſt of Cochinchina, and ha- 
ving always been in that emperor's pay, 
were obliged to march at his orders. To 
little purpoſe did the court of Japan com- 
plain of this proceeding as a violation of 
the neutrality, for they could get no other 
ſatisfaction, and, therefore, ſeem'd eaſy, at 
. Kaſt in appearance, and were ſo much the 
more 
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more ſo, becauſe in a ſhort ſpace afterwards 
Olahi withdrew the artillery and ammuniti- 
tion, which he had ſent the year before to 
the aſſiſtance of the Chineſe. But this prince 
remain'd no longer idle than was requiſite to 
provide for the ſecurity of his coaſts, and 
do put his ports in ſo good a poſture of de- 
fence, that he might be out of all fear of 
the Fapaneſe. Having taken theſe precau- 
tions, he rais'd a large army, and march'd 
in perſon to the aſſiſtance of Segedin. Prince 
| Negeddin's ſucceſs in the dominions of king 
Kerſula, the deſire of contributing to eſta- 
bliſha brother, a very natural inclination, the 
urgent ſollicitations of theChine/e and Perſian 
courts, and a ſingular averſion to the houſe - 
of Delly, made the king of Cochinchina re- 
ſolve to break the neutrality. However, 
the conjunction of the Cochinchineſe had not 
all the effect that was expected from it: 
The Dellians were ſuperior, and all that 
could be done was to keep on the defenſive, 
till towards the cloſe of the next year, 
when the Deliian general retir'd, to be at 
hand to ſupport: the king of Necbal, and 
cover the principality of Bengal, which, 
from the advances the Chineſe and Perſians 
made, they apprehended would ſoon be 
invaded, And in all probability it had been 
ſo, if they had not been forc'd by the ſe- 
verity of the ſeaſon to raiſe the ſiege of a 
f Ortl- 
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Fortified town almoſt in the heaft of the 


territories of king Kor/ula. 
Sha Baskan nevertheleſs had thoughts of 


peace, and tranſmitted propoſitions at dif- 
ferent times to the queen of Golconda, which 


ſhe always rejected, being determined not 


to hearken to a ſeparate peace: A conduct 


that made her enemies ſay ſhe had an incli- 
nation to perpetuate the war, but which 


was ſo much the juſter towards her allies, 


inaſmuch as without their aid ſhe had not 
been able to defend herſelf. The neceſſity 
and efficacy of theſe ſuccours afforded am- 
ple matter of diſcourſe to thoſe that ſided 
with Nagar, who concluded that the terri- 


tories of the houſe of Delly, rho? preſerv'd 


entire, were weaker than the powers in 
arms againſt ir. This conſequence, howe- 
ver, was falſe as to men, for the numerous 
armies which the queen of Golconda rais'd, 

was a proof that her dominions were a nur- 
ſery of ſoldiers; but it was juſt in reſpect 
of the ſcarcity of money, which, in fact, 

put it out of her power to make uſe of her 
forces, without being aſſiſted by the ſubſidics 


of her allies. 


The ſtates and princes of the empire 


were divided between tue emperor of Mo- 
gol, and the queen of Golconda, each having 
ſided with one or the other, as inclination or 
intereſt led him. Thus did this very pow- 


erful and formidable body labour its own 
de- 


deſtruction, tearing its boſom, and forging 
thoſe chains, which it was ſo blind as not 
to ſee the victorious ſide might one day fet- 
ter it with. The empire of the Mogol was 
not the only one that diſcord had infected 
with its poiſonous breath; the empire of 
Ruſſia, and the kingdom of 7alekeldar had 
their ſhare, for they carried on a bloody 
war againſt each other; Which 1/maet Beg, | 
it is ſaid, contrived to engage the Jalekel- 
darians in, doubtleſs with intent to keep 
Ruſſia employ'd, and deprive the queen of 
Golconda of the aſſiſtance ſhe might have 
promis'd herſelf through the application of 
the emperor of Japan;, who had great ſway 
at that court. Tanis war was prejudicial to 
the Falekeldarians from the beginning to the 
end, and might have prov'd fatal to them, 
had not the empreſs of Ruſſia had the gene- 
roſity to hearken to the propoſitions of 
peace that were made her, to which ſhe 
was induced, by a promiſe that was 
given her of ſetting one of her near relati- 
ons on the throne of Falexeiiar, which was 
elective. Two generals loſt their heads, 
which is an infamous puniſhment at Jale- 
keldar, for the ill ſuccels of that war. No 
means was left unattempted to lave their 
lives, but eſpecially the life f one of the 
two, whole name was Negef Kuli Beg, who 
prov'd that he never joined, nor had it in 


his power to join the main army, when 
R it 
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it was defeated by the Ruſſians. But all 
was in vain, nothing could overcome the 
animoſity of the greateſt part of the mem- 
bers of the ſenate, who were greatly exaſ- 
perated at this defeat, ſo that theſe generals 
ſuffered. The unfortunate Negef Kouli Beg, 
the night before the execution, endeavour'd 
to make his eſcape, and in part ſucceeded; 
but an unlucky accident, which human 
prudence could not foreſee, having prevent 
ed his getting at ſuch a diſtance, as to be 
out of danger, he was diſcovered, brought 
back to the capital city, and beheaded 
next day. The hatred of the nation expi- 
red with him, and this great man was gene- 
rally regretted: A ſad and memorable 
example of the ingratitude and inconſtancy 
of the people! 

About the- beginning of this year ſome 
Fapaneſe men of war, and a fireſhip came 
before the bar of a neutral port, into 
which had retir'd a Chineſe veſſel of ſixty 
guns, commanded by Huſſein, a Perſian of- 
ficer of uncommon intrepidity. TWO Ja- 
paneſe ſhips weigh'd and enter'd the port, 
and ſent a ſummons to Huſſein to ſurrender; 
to which this brave officer replied by a dil- 
charge of all his artillery 3 but finding that 
the Fapaneſe, notwithſtanding purſued their 
point, and the commander of the fort made 
no preparations for his defence, he landed 


his men, ſet fire to the ſhip, and blew it up. 
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The fick periſh'd in it; a fatal, but una- 
voidable accident, for want of ſufficient 
time to land them. $119 

In the mean while the queen of Galconds 
had a numerous army upon the banks of the 
Indus, under the command of prince Sal- 
cher, who threaten'd to paſs the river, and 
return Perſia invaſion for invaſion, by ma- 
king it the ſcene of war. It was the more to 
be fear'd that this ſcheme would ſucceed, be- 
cauſe in the ſame juncture of time Nagar 
and her allies got together another great 
army higher up, in the neighbourhood of 
Amadabat, with which they deſign'd, as it 
is preſum'd, to join prince Salcher To de- 
feat theſe meaſures, Sha Sephi fent Ibbi at 
the head of fifty five thouſand men to pre- 
vent this en ; and he gave about 
the like number to Sei, with orders to de- 
fend the paſſage of the Indus, and cover 
the neighbouring provinces.” 

Ibhi paſſed the Indus, and . to- 
wards the river Emni, in order to make him- 
ſelf maſter of an advantageous poſt; but 
having been prevented by Haider, the ac- 
tive 7apaneſe general, he poſted himſelf on 
the banks of the river Emni, over which he 
laid two bridges, to gain a free paſſage, and 
be in a condition to take advantage of the 
motions thar the confederate army, encam- 
ped on the other ſide, would make. - The 
_ Emperor of Japan was juſt arrived to head 
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his army, where one of hls ſons, called Mir 
Kaſſem, was got before him. The troops of 
the different nations which compos'd it, were 


commanded by brave and experienc'd gene- 


rals of their own country; Haider command- 
ed the Jagoneſe and their hir'd troops; and 
Jaber and Memet the Dellians. 

They faced each other for ſeveral days; 
at length the allies having made a motion to 


their right up the river, in order, as ſome 


will have it, to approach” a reinforcement 
of twenty thouſand Ceylaneſe who advanc'd 
to meet them; or, as others report, to ſeek 
for proviſions and forage, which they had 
exhauſted, bi, who had intelligence of 
this motion, immediately ordered about 
thirty thouſand men to paſs the river, the 
infantry over two bridges, whilſt the caval- 
ry forded it, deſigning to attack the rear» 
guard of the enemies vigoroully, and cut 
them off. Haider perceiving Y bi's intenti- 
on, and concluding that the whole Perſian 


army was paſſing, drew up the Jar aneſe, 


who made the rear-guard, with all expedi- 
tion in order of battle, whilit orders were 
ſent to the vanguard to return directly back. 


The Perſians having march'd thro? a nar- 


row paſſage, which conceal'd the diſpoſiti- 
ons of the enemy from them, . were aſto- 
niſhed when they found their whole army 
drawn up ready to engage; but, as they had 
advanc'd too far to retreat, and on Rey 
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ther hand imagin'd that they had only the 
rear-guard . to encounter, they march'd 
bolgly up to the Fapaneſe, and receiv'd their 
fire, which was terrible. The Perfian 
ranks being conſiderably thinn'd, they were 
| thrown into ſome diſorder, and loſt ground; 
but their commanders rallied them, and 
led them a ſecond time to the charge, 
which ſucceeded no better than the firſt; 
and at length a third time, with little effect, 
the Dellians being then come up. Mirgi 
Mola, the ſon of prince Faſſeing, Miram the 
younger brother of Mirza Haddi, and the 
two ſons of Soliman and Sevagi did won- 
ders, Some regiments of infantry behav'd 
bravely, but were ill ſeconded by a body of 
foot, conſiderable by their number, and di- 
ſtinguiſh'd by the rank they held in the Per- 
ſian militia, who took to their heels, and 
ſpread a terror throughout the greateſt part 
of the infantry, which fled likewiſe, leaving 
the cavalry, who were forc'd to maintain a 
running fight with great diſadvantage. This 
cavalry were the choiceſt of ShaSephi's troops; 
they fought bravely, and ſuffer'd extremely, 
The Fapaneſe confeſs d that they were aſto- 
niſh'd at the fury where with they began the 
attack, and could not have ſtood them if they 
had either given the third diſcharge with the 
ſame intrepidity, or had not been deſerted by 
their infantry, or the Dellians had not come 
up very ſeaſonably. Thoſe that fled, ima- 
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gang the enemy was at their heels, threw 
themfelves icto the river, and part of them 
were drowned. This action laſted four 
hours and a half, and colt the Per tans” a- 
bundance of men, and ſeveral brave offi- 
cers in particular, who, ſceing their regi- 
ments turn their backs on the enemy, rang d 1 
themſelyes in a firm line, preferring an 
honourable death to a ſhameful flight. 

The allies, who had been ſorely gall'd by 
the Perſian artillery, imagining that their 
whole army was paſſing, judg'd it improper 
to purſue thoſe that fled; fearing perhaps 
leſt the deſire of gaining greater advanta- 
ges might occaſion the loſs of thoſe they 
were in poſſeſſion of: So that they con- 
tented themſelves with remaining on the 
field of battle till next day in the after- 
noon, when they quitted it, and what ap- 
pear'd ſtrange, abandon'd their wounded 
men, and ſome pieces of cannon. It was 

reported, however, that if they had taken 
advantage of the diſorder the Perf, ans were 
in, and diſpos'd their army ſo as to have 
paſe'd the river, they might have gain'd a 
compleat victory; ſo great was the terror of 
the Perſian army in general! 

Mir Raſſem, the ſon of the emperor of 
Fapan, though he was wounded himſelf, 
yet having found a Perſian officer on the 
field of battle, covered with wounds, 
whoſe brayery he had obſerv'd in the acti- 
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on, he had him carried to his own tent, 
and ordered his wounds to be dreſt firſt ; 
an action that deſery'd ſo much the great- 
er praiſe, as this young prince forgot him- 
ſelt, to take care of an enemy, much in- 
—— — to him, but whoſe, ſignal valour had 
rendred him worthy of his klteem. 
Some days after the retreat of the allies, 
Tbbi decamp'd, repaſs'd the Indus, and ſhut 
himſelf up in very ſtrong lines, which he 
afterwards abandon'd to march to Seif, who 
ſtood in need of being ſupported, and at the 
fame time to protect thoſe provinces, on 
which he knew prince Salcher had a 
deſign. This prince had opened the cam- 
paign advantageouſly : One of the generals 
of Sha Baskan, beaten, another unable to 
keep the field, the Viſapouran ſubdued, a 
ſhort ceſſation of arms lately agreed on be- 
tween the emperor and the queen of Golcon- 
da, the neutrality which even the troops of 
this prince had juſt enter*d into, the taking 
a famous 3's ian officer with his whole re- 
giment, Neſr drove from poſt to poſt, all 
the places that the Perſians had made them- 
ſelves maſters of retaken, and the obligati- 


* 
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on the Sophi was under that his troops 


ſhould evacuate the empire: All theſe in- 
cidents were Salcher*s trophies. In conſe- 
quence of this ſucceſs he march*d towards 
the Indus, and made ſuch. diſpoſitions as 
ſhew'd he intended to paſs it, Seif was in- 
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trenched on the oppoſite ſide of the river, 
and had different bodies placed at proper 
diſtances, who were ordered to defend the 
paſſage. In the mean time he obſerv'd all 
the motions of the enemy, who gave him 
frequent alarms. At length Salcher reſol- 
ved one night to attempt the paſlage in 
two places at once. He had made a 
bridge, that reach'd to an iſle, form- 
ed by nature in the middle of the Indus, 
over which he paſs'd, and notwithſtanding 
the continual fire of the Perfians placed in 
the iſland, he lodged himſelf there, with 
about twelve thouſand men. In the mean 
time Kaluced, one of his gencrals, at the 
head of three thouſand choſen troops, diſ- 
poſed in boats, made another attempt op- 
polite to a poſt defended by Ka/amir, a 
brave and experienc'd general officer, who 
forc'd him to retire with loſs. Kaluced ſig- 
nalized himſelf in this enterprize, and had 
perhaps ſucceeded, if he had not had Ka- 
ſamir to deal with. This deſign failing, Sal- 

cher thought only of maintaining his 
ground in the iſland, driving the Perſians 
out, and fintſhing his paſſage. Seif was not 
ſtrong enough to reſiſt an enemy ſo much 
ſuperior to him, and beſides his troops were 

extremely fatigu'd ; which made the Sopht 
reſolve to ſend [bb; to his aſſiſtance. The 
allies took the ſame route, and as they 
marched, demoliſh'd the lines the — 
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had abandoned; after which, the ſeaſon ad- 
vancing, they repaſſed .the Ie and ſepa- 
rated their troops. On the other hand, Sal- 
cher finding there was no poſſibility of Car-. 
rying his deſign into execution after the ar- 
rival of Boi, and apprehending the over- 
flowing of the river, retir'd, and put his ar- 
my into winter quarters. Kaſamir ſome 
weeks afterwards took advantage of the ab- 
ſence of the Dellians, and paſſed the Indus 
with a large body of Cui repaired the 
fortifications in another iſland, and provided 
it with ammunition ; an expedition that was 
reckon'd contrary to treaties, but which was 
judg' d neceſſary by the laws of war. 
Some little time before this a Golcondeſe 
general, whom fortune and a brutal valour 
had rais'd, from an obſcure ſtate, to the high- 
eſt military employments, enetrated at-the 
head of a reſolute body Fo men, greedy of 
plunder, into the principality of Tatta, a 
province given up to Perſia by the treaty of 
Gebanabad, Here they committed all kinds 
of outrages, and publiſhed a manifeſto, tend- 
ing to ſtir up the people to revolt, and put 
themſelves under the government of their 
former maſters. Large contributions, which 
he exacted, and a conſiderable booty were 
all the advantages he reap'd from this inva- 
ſion; which he would have paid dearly for, 


if he had not retired ſpeedily, upon the | 2 
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telligence given him that a large body of 
Perfians were preparing to attack him. 
During theſe tranſactions in Aſia, Ryſſia 
was upon the brink of a revolution, deſign'd 
to dethrone the empreſs, and ſet up the young 
emperor in her ſtead. Some of the conſpi- 
rators were ſeiz d, amongſt whom were ſome 
ladies of the court. Eight perſons were con- 
demned to die, whom the empreſs pardon'd, 
but they had their tongues cut out, and were 
baniſhed. The queen of Golconda's miniſter 
in this court was perſonally accuſed by the 
empreſs of having a hand in this conſpiracy, 
and having promiſed the malecontents aſſiſt- 
ance. She demanded ſatisfaction of Nagar, 
whoſe intereſt it being to keep fair with this 
princeſs, ſhe was very forward to ſatisfy her. 
The miniſter juſtified himſelf: But what 
impreſſions do not ſuch accuſations leave, 
eſpecially after the diſcovery Selatibeb made 
ſoon after her acceſſion of a ſecret correſpond- 
ence between her miniſters and the queen of 
Golconda's? It looks as if there were a kind 
of fatality annex*d to the perſon of the em- 
preſs, which expos'd her to intrigues ; for 
next year Sydameck, whom Sha Sephi, in or- 
der to traverſe the queen of Golconda, and 
her allies, ſent into Ruſſa about two years 
before, with the character of embaſſador, 
having been charged with like practices, re- 
ceived orders from the empreſs to leave the 
capital in twenty four hours, and the 1A 
| Om 
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dom in eight days. His papers were ſeiz d, 
in which it was publickly reported they found 
the plan of an approaching revolution. 
There was nevertheleſs this difference be- 
tween this miniſter and the queen of Golcon- 
da's, that Selatibeb made no demand of ſa- 


tisfaction from the Sophi for the behaviour of 


nydameck ; a difference that afforded room to 
doubt of the reality of the accuſation, and to 
ſuſpect this nobleman was guilty of ſome 


proceedings more prejudicial to Selatiheb, 


than to her crown, and ſo much the more 
atrocious, as ſhe had heap'd favours upon 
him, and treated him with a particular diſ- 

tinction. Or, it may be, ſome jealous perſons, 
to whom he gave too much advantage, by 
his extreme love of the ſex, and the little care 


he took to conceal his amours, attained their 


ends, ſo far as to give this princeſs an ill opi- 


nion of him. However it be, his fault muſt 


have been very great, ſince he was forc'd to 
return all that was beſtowed on him by the 


liberality of the empreſs, even to the marks 


of honour ſhe had dignified him with in his 
firſt embaſſy. His place was conferr'd on 
a perſon who had liv'd a long time in Raſſia, 


and ſpoke the language, but, it is ſaid, want- 


ed the neceſſary qualifications for a miniſter 
of the firſt rank. 
Zelim, who had been ſome years embaſſa- 
dor from Perſia to the king of Corea, was 
lately return'd from his embaſſy. The Sophz _ 
pitch- 
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pitched upon him to ſend to the emperor 
Sh#Baſkan, charged with an important com- 
miſſion, - which ſerved to ſcreen ſome ſecret 
negotiations with certain princes of the em- 
pire, - and the intimations he was charg'd to 
make each particular power relating to the 
preſent ſtate of affairs. He was a great po- 
litician, and perhaps the ableſt negotiator 
there was in Ha. He was in great reputa- 
tion even with foreigners, which he juſtly 
merited. He was affable, a good friend, 
prudent, very diſcerning, unambitious, and 
tree'from that preſuming air, that well be- 
comes true merit only, tho* ſeldom attends 
it. He was tall, but a little round- ſhoulder'd, 
had a pleafing countenance, a courteous and 
obliging look, tho? his behaviour at firſt 
ſight was referv'd. This was not the only 
journey he made to the court of Amadabat; 
for as he was in ſome meaſure the fole nego- 
tiator Perſia had to depend on, he was dif: 
patch'd thither again the fo lowing year. 
The prince Agi Mola, at his return from 
the army on the Indus to Iſpaban, married 
Falnia, the ſiſter of Morat Baꝶcbe, a princets 
about eighteen years of age, pretty, well 
made, of an amiable character, and a lady 
of refined ſenſe. The prince was much a- 
bout the ſame age, tolerably handſome, but 
very corpulent, and ſometimes impatient in 
his temper, and had no great nis, as to 


the Teſt, he was kind and humane; tho? at the 
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bottom rather too covetous. His infancy af- 
forded the greateſt hopes, as it may be pre- 
ſum'd he would not have come ſhort of 
them, if the ſub-preceptor,, who was in- 
truſted with his education, had purſued the 
methods of his predeceſſor in this employ- 
ment. So rare it is, in the point of educa- 
tion, for the pupil to be the only ſufferer by 
the exchange! 

Perſia, during the winter ſeaſon, made 
great preparations by ſea and land for the 
next campaign, which ſhe open'd betimes, 
eſpecially at ſea: For in the ſecond month 
of the year ſne ſent out her ſhips from one 
of her ports, whither ſome Chineſe men of 
war retir'd the year before, and were kept 
block'd up by a Japaneſe fleet ever ſince. 
The Chineſe, being firmly reſolv'd to fight 
the Fapaneſe, tho? they were much ſuperior, 
if theſe latter preſented themſelves, ſet fail 
in company with the Perſans. The Fapaneſe 
admiral appeared about noon in order of bat- 
tle, and engaged the Chineſe, who had the 
van-guard of the combin'd fleet. The Chi- 
neſe fought with all imaginable bravery, 
and ſuffer'd extremely, having ſtood the fire 
of the Fapaneſe three hours Alone. Their 
_ admiral ſignaliz'd himſelf in a particular man- 
ner; his ſhip was very much damag'd, but 
he had the honour to ſhatter the maſts of the 
Japaneſe admiral with his cannon, and dil- 


able her, who could only take one ip. 
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which was retaken towards the cloſe of the 
action. The fight laſted five hours with in- 
expreſſible obſtinacy on the Fapane/e ſide, 
who had the advantage of the wind. The 
Perſian admiral did not engage till the battle 


was almoſt over; a remarkable piece of con- 


duct, and ſo much the more blameable, as 
the ſeconding the Chineſe admiral would have 
enabled them in all probability to have de- 
feated the Japaneſe admiral ; his rear-admiral, 
whom he was upon ill terms with, being at 
ſo conſiderable a diſtance with his diviſion, 
which made at leaſt one third of the fleet, 
that he could give him no aſſiſtance. The 
Japaneſe, tho —.— of their ſhips were much 
ſnatter d, eſpecially their admiral, remain'd 
maſters of the field of battle, the combined 
fleet retiring into the Chineſe ports. The 
Per/ian admiral omitted nothing in his power 
to juſtify himſelf, but no regard was paid to 
his reaſons, and he was diſgraced : too ſmall 

a puniſhment, in the opinion of the publick, 
for ſo great a fault! 

Mugaim, the Moullab, whom Thmael Beg, 
as we before mentioned, gave Sha Sephi an 
ill opinion of, was at length become one of 
his Council. He was a perſon of - great un- 
derſtanding, as pliable as the deceas'd Athe- 
maidoulet, but more ſubtle, enterprizing, and 
active, and, in a word, had a greater genius. 
He was ſixty years of age, thin, of an ordi- 


nary ſtature, had a briſk eye, an inſinuating 
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air, a ſmooth tongue, and the art of perſua- 
ſion in perfection. He had had abundance 
of intrigues, ſome of which had made ſuch 
ill impreſſions as were not effac'd in the 
minds of ſome perſons; ſo that he was not 
without enemies both at home and abroad, 
the Japaneſe eſpecially dreaded him. As to 
the reſt, he was a true friend, and improved 
upon acquaintance. He was not void of am- 
bition, and would very gladly have been at 
the head of affairs, which, in many reſpects, 
and particularly in what relates to politics, 
he would have conducted in a ſkilful man- 
ner, whatever his enemies and the envious 
ſay to the contrary. He had the honour of 
the nation at heart, but was perhaps too 
fond of his own projects. There was one 
aſcribed to him, which Pera took in hand 
at the time of the ſea- fight we have juſt men- 
tioned. This ſcheme, which Muzaim was 
very capable of planning, conſiſted in making 
a deſcent on Japan, and cauſing a revolu- 
tion there in favour of a young prince, 
whoſe grandfather had ſat on the throne of 
that kingdom, which the malecontents forc d 
him to abdicate. 
Nothing had been neglected to ſecure the 
ſucceſs of fo grand an enterprize: They had 
ordered the Chineſe and Perſian men of war 
to ſail, imagining rightly that the Japaneſe 
admiral would take advantage of the oppor- 


tunity to come to an engagement with them. 
82 This 
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This was all * wanted, becauſe this fight 
would give thera time to execute their in- 
tended deſcent into Japan; and tho' the Ja- 
paneſe ſhould gain the victory, ry would 
be in no condition to fly to the relief of their 
country, (it being morally impoſſible but 
they mult ſuffer extremely in an action that 
was fure to be very warm) or at worſt they 
would get there too late. Theſe reaſonings 
were juſt, and founded on daily experience. 
They had fitted out ſeveral ſhips in other 
ports, which were faid to be deſign'd for a 
quite different expedition from that of Japan, 
and ſtored them well with arms and men. 
Theſe ſhips had orders to touch at a ſea-port 
town, to ke in ſeveral bodies of troops, 
which were got together there for the deſcent. 
Secrecy, Which is the life of great affairs, was 
ſo well preſerv'd, that even the commanders 
did not know what expedition they were de- 
ſigned for, till the moment they ſet ſail; and 
the ſame precaution was taken to gain a conſi- 
derable party in Japan. They ſent for, from 
a very diſtant country, the young prince to 
T/paban, who was to act the chief part in this 
expcdition, and had the addreſs to bring him 
through the midſt of his enemies, under a 
fcign'd name, accompanicd with a brother 
of 7 Muzaim, a circumſtance that contributed 
not a little to make people believe this Moul- 
lab was the author of the project. On a 
cad rejoycing night, which it was de- 
ſign- 
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fignedly rumoured Sha Sepbi would. ho- 
nour with his preſence, and many perſons 
were perfuaded of his being there, he had a 
private conference with this. young, prince, 
who ſet out afterwards incognito for the place 


of the embarkation. Every thing anſwer d 


the Sophi's wiſhes: they came to an engage- 
ment at ſea, and the Japaneſe fleet was ſo 
much damag d, it could not get back to the 
ports of Japan; the ſecond Perſian ſquadron 
was in the road of the ſea-port town, whence 
the troops were to be tranſported. The 
young prince being ſafely arriv*d, they em- 
bark*d, ſet ſail, and went off with the moſt 
flattering hopes; but a tempeſt aroſe, which 
in a few hours diſpers'd theſe mighty prepa- 
rations, and render'd the ſcheme abortive. 
This kind of enterprizes require great dif- 
patch, eſpecially in winter, when the change- 
ableneſs of the weather makes the moments 
precious. They were not expeditious enough 
in Perſia, or, to ſay the truth, they could 
make no more haſte than they did ; tor, not- 
_ withſtanding the exact orders that were given, 
and the fitneſs of the meaſures that were ta- 
ken, ſome tranſport ſhips not being able to 
get to the rendezvous at the appointed time, 
they could not take the advantage of ſeveral 
days of fair weather. This delay not only oc- 
caſioned the failure of a very important at- 
tempt, but prov'd the deſtruction of abun- 


dance of men, and the. loſs of ſame ſhips, 
8 3 | For- 
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Fortune ſerved the Japaneſe well on this oc- 
caſion, who were ſo little upon their guard, 

that they had very few ſhips, and ſtill fewer 
land-forces to make head againſt the enemy. 

The Perſian fleet ſailed back to their ports 
to repair the damages it had ſuſtained, and 
the young prince return'd to [/pahan, to wait 
for new means from Sha Sepbi's generoſity 
to make a ſecond attempt. 

Soon after this event Tamet was diſmiſſed 
from his employment. He was little regret- 
ted; and tho' the Sophi, to prevent his re- 
moval, having the appearance of a diſgrace, 
rewarded him in a very liberal manner, it 
was not leſs ſuſpected that he had conceiv'd 
a ſecret diſpleafure againſt him. Sha Sephi 
was ſome time before he named a perſon to 
ſacceed him; but at length his poſt was con- 
ferr'd on li, and Zelim was placed under 
him, who by his capacity, and the honour he 
had acquir'd in ſeveral important negotia- 
tions, was as worthy of it as any man; 
with him Khelt was join'd, known by his 
long experience, ſome 1mportant commiſſions 
he had been entruſted with, and by the trea- 
ty of Gebanabad. This regulation laſted not 
long; for whether it were that the Sophi 
thought 7b; was more uſeful at the head of 
K's army, or for other reaſons, amongſt 
which the publick reckon'd the little confi- 
dence, which had, for a long time back, been 
r * d in bb, ſo it was that Kouton Sha, a 


crea- 
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creature of the deceaſed Athematdoulet, who - 
had been ſome years embaſſador at the Otto- 
man court, was nominated his ſucceſſor. But 
as he was advanced in years, and ſince his 
embaſſy had retir'd to his own eſtate, he pre- 
ferr'd his retirement to the ſplendor of a 
poſt, which in the preſent ſtate of affairs he 
knew was a very Precarious one ; and upon 
his refuſal, Taxis, the eldeſt brother of Neamed, 
was preferred to it. - He was a perſon of a 
deep and ſolid underſtanding, and very ca- 
pable of filling any employment in a diſtin- 
guiſhed manner, but he was neither fo com- 
plaiſant or affable as his brother. The Spb! 

beſtowed honours and dignities on this fami- 
ly with a laviſh hand; one of his children 
being at the ſame time preſented to the place 
of Grand Cadi, from which was removed 
| Feyde, who indulg'd his pleaſures to the neg- 
lect of the duties of his office. This place 
was in ſome meaſure due to the deſcendants 
of Daracha, the Grand Cadi's grandfather 
who had gain'd great reputation in it, and 
found means to raiſe a place, of no figure or 
profit, into an office of great honour and 
importance. 125 g 
The Sophi being determined to act vigo- 
rouſly this campaign, declar*d war at length 
againſt the queen of Golconda, the emperor 
of Japan, and the king of Necbal. A hun- 
dred thouſand men march'd into Feldraus, un- 
der the command of bi and Kalife Sultan. 


Sief 
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Kei, at the head of fifty thouſand Per/ians, 
march'd to the banks of the Indus, and pro- 
tected the provinces on this ſide the river. 
| Scadeck, who was taken again into favour, 
was with a conſiderable body of troops on 
the fide of the river Lement, whence he pro- 
tected the principality of Tatta, and the 
neighbouring places. Rutor Sha, at the head 
of forty thouſand men, kept in readineſs to 
act as circumſtances and neceſſity ſhould re- 
quire. And beſides theſe different bo- 
dies of men, Sha Sephi had furniſhed the 
emperor Sha Baſtan with near twenty thou- 
fand veteran forces, and ſent Negeddin a rein- 
forcement of twenty two thouſand men, com- 
manded by prince Morat Bakcbe, as we ob- 
ſerved in mentioning the war of Jeſova. 
Sba Sepbi made his firſt campaign at the 
head of his army in Feldraus. Then it was 
the Ceylaneſe experienced, as above noted, 
that by remaining attach'd to the queen of 
Golconda, they ran the hazard of ſeeing the 
towns which the houfe of Delly had mort- 
to them, taken by the Perſian arms. 
And indeed, notwithſtanding the good cor- 
reſpondence that ſubſiſted — = Sophi 
and the Celaneſe, this prince beſieged ſome 
towns in which they had garriſons, and made 
himſelf maſter of them without muchreſiſtance. 
The ſovereigns of Ceylan were not diſpos'd 
to ſacrifice their ſoldiers for a cauſe, which 


policy and circumſtances, much more than 
In- 
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nclination, engag'd them to eſpouſe, and 
for this reaſon they neglected the ſtrengthen- 
ing thoſe towns with fuch garriſons as might 
enable them to make a proper defence. Ne- 
vertheleſs they complained loudly of the So- 
phi's attempts on their towns, as they 
called them, and gave him to underſtand, 
that if he perſiſted in theſe hoſtilities, they 
could not diſpenſe with themſelves from de- 
claring openly for their confederates. But 
the Sophz, tho? he ſtill treated the Ceylaneſe 
troops who fell into his hands very favour- 
ably, purſued his meaſures with vigour, and 
anſwered, that he was of opinion he had the 
ſame right to aſſiſt Sha Baſtan, as the Ceyla- 
eſe thought they had to ſuccour Nagar, in- 
aſmuch as they both pretended to be autho- 
rized by treaties. 

The queen of Golconda and her allies were 
ſo much inferior to Sha Sephi, that it was 
highly probable, notwithſtanding their brags, 
he would this campaign conquer the greateſt 
part of the poſſeſſions of the houſe of Delly 
in Feldrans. Rutor Sha had orders to 
march to one of their ſtrongeſt towns with 
forty thouſand men, which it was believed 
he would immediately inveſt ; and they were 
under the like apprehenſions in the queen of 
Golconda's court for ſome other places of 
equal conſequence. Nagar in vain endea- 
voured to animate the Cey/aneſe to greater 
things out of a motive of honour ; for they 


alledg'd 
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alledg'd they had more than fulfilled their en- 
gagements, and were not obliged, either in 
point of prudence or intereſt, to run the ha- 
zard of making their own country the ſeat 
of war, and ſacrificing themſelves for other 
perſons; that they had already loſt enough 
this campaign to bethink themſelves of ſav- 
ing the remainder by amicable inſinuations 
and negotiations; and that, in ſhort, their 
reaſon for not coming to a rupture with Per- 
fila was the deſire of always preſerving, by 
their mediation, a door open to an accom- 
modation : a conduct, that muſt nceds appear 
praiſe-worthy to their allies. "Theſe were the 
reaſons the Ceylaneſe gave to excuſe them- 
ſelves from making greater efforts, or de- 
elaring themſelves openly. 
The rapidity of Sha Sephi's conqueſts in 
Feldrans, which the allies were unable to pre- 
vent, was ſtop'd at once by the news that 
prince Salcher had paſſed the Indus at the 
head of eighty thouſand men, and puſh'd 
Serf briſkly, who was obliged to abandon = 
the ground he was poſted on with great pre- 
cipitation, and to retreat, in order to prevent 
the enemies penetrating into Perſia. This 
event was the more ſurprizing, as Seif was 
| ſtrong enough to make it coſt him very dear 
at leaſt, becauſe Salcher met with no reſiſt- 
ance from thoſe very Perſians, who the year 
before had the honour of fruſtrating all the at- 
'  tempts he made. It was ſuſpected * 
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the "ophi, in order to prevail with the king 
of Zagatbay, who was ſtrongly ſollicited to 
declare war againſt the queen of Golconda, 
and only ſought a pretence for it, gave or- 


ders to Seif to let the Golcondeſe paſs the In- 


dus without oppoſition. And indeed the 
ſucceſs of it was one of the moſt ſpecious 
pretences, that could have been invented, to 
juſtify the conduct of Gion Kan to all Alia. 
The neceſſity Sha Sepbi was likely to be ſoon 
reduc'd to, by this accident, of withdrawi 
his forces from Sha Baſkan to defend his own 
territories ; the terrible conſequences this 
would be of to the emperor of Mogol, who 
was upon the point of being deprived of all 
aid ; the apprehenſion left the queen of Gol- 
conda, in proſecuting her revenge againſt 
this prince, ſhould endeavour to ſubdue the 
empire; the majeſty of the head of the em- 
pire, and the dignity of the whole body ex- 
pos'd; the honour of the Rajas concerned 
to ſupport the prince they had elected; all 
theſe reaſons might ſeem ſufficient to engage 
the king of Zagathay to eſpouſe the cauſe of 
Sha Baſkan , and he alledg'd them, at leaſt 
in part, to authorize the treaty he had juſt 
concluded with this emperor, the Sapbhi, and 
ſome other princes, and to juſtify his renew- 
ing his hoſtilities againſt Nagar. 
Sha Sephi notwithitanding, being under 
ſome apprehenſion that the Golcondeſe might 
make him pay dear for his complaiſance in 
| letting 
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letting them paſs the Indus without ſtriking 
a ſtroke, left Kalife Sultan, whom he had 
lately dignified with the grand Calaat, at the 
head of the army in Feldrans, and with a de- 
tachment of thirty five thouſand men made 
all poſſible haſte to the aſſiſtance of Sei; and 


Rutor Sha had orders, likewiſe, to bring the 


army he commanded to the ſame place. 
Theſe different bodies made long marches, 
and effected their conjunction, notwithſtand- 
ing the precautions Salcher had taken to hin- 
der it. The forces were formidable on both 
ſides, and their ardour the ſame; the Gol- 
condeſe diſcovered a firm reſolution to pre- 
ſerve their advantages, and improve them; 


and the Perſians as great an eagerneſs to make 


the enemy repaſs the Indus, and to ſignalize 
themſelves in the preſence of their ſovereign. 
Theſe diſpoſitions left no room to doubt of 
their coming to an engagement, which was 
expected every day, when the Sophi was 
taken dangerouſly ill. In a few days his life 
was deſpaired of, and a rumour even ob- 
tained that he was dead. Every other con- 
cern gave way in the Perſians hearts to their 
apprehenſions for ſo valuable a life; their af- 
fection for their prince, the juſt fears they 
were under of loſing him, eſpecially in their 
preſent circumſtances, put a ſtop to all the 
operations, and the generals only endeavour- 
ed to put their forces in ſo good a poſture, 


as to put it out of the power of the enemy 
to 
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to take any advantage of the public conſter- 
nation, or the danger that threatened them. 
But at a time when they had no hopes, ex- 
cept from the vigour of his age and nature, 
his diſeaſe took a favourable criſis, and he 
was reſcued from the gates of death. The 
public rejoicings were then equal to the grief 
they had felt: All the members of the itate 
gave demonſtrations of their ſatisfaction, and 
Perſia was for above two months wholly 
employed in diverſions and feſtivals, celebra- 
ted at a prodigious expence, notwithſtanding 
the care taken to limit them, leſt the 
fortunes of particular perſons ſhould ſuffer by 
it. Theſe proots of zeal and tenderneſs re- 
flected great honour on the nation, but ſtill 
more on their ſovereign. ' "off 

The paſſing the Indus by prince Salcher, 
and his inroads into the neighbouring pro- 
vinces, were not of ſo ill conſequence to 
Perſia, as there had been room to appre- 
hend. The march of the king of Zagathay, 
at the head of an hundred thouſand men, to- 
wards the kingdom of Fenupar, obliged Sal- 
cher to repaſs the river with all expedition, 
in order to oppoſe this new enemy. But not- 
withſtanding the haſte he made, he could 
not arrive ſoon enough to prevent that mo- 
narch's ſeizing of the capital, and the reduc- 
tion of part of the kingdom. The conduct 
of Gion Kan was violently exclaimed againſt 
by the allies of the queen of Golconda, and 

y 1 chiefly 
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chiefly by the Ceylane/ſe, who did not ſpare 
him at all in their diſcourſe. Their hatred - 


to this prince was ſo great, and blinded them 
fo far with reſpect to their intereſt, that they 


did not perceive how much his taking up 
arms ag inſt Nagar was of ſervice to them 


t a time when his pretenſions to their terri- 
toi ĩes, which he ſeemed diſpoſed to proſecute 
by force, could not fail occaſioning an open 
rupture between Zagathay and Ceylan; they 
ſeemed not to ſee that the alliances which 
Gion Kan had juſt concluded, and the war 
he was engaged in, being likely to coſt him 
much treaſure and many men, would put it 
out of his power for a long time to give them 
any diſturbance. 

The diverſion the king of Zagathay made, 
was a terrible blow to the queen of Golconda; 
for by this means her territories became a- 
gain the ſeat of war: and by this means Sha 
Baſtan and his new allies were enabled, not 
only to recover the Viſapouran, notwithſtand- 
ing Salcher in his march to the relief of Je- 
nupar had thrown thirty thouſand men into 
it, but likewiſe to carry the war into the 


principality of Delly. And hence in fine the 


Perfians were delivered from the trouble- 
ſome neighbourhood of the Golcondeſe, and 
at liberty in their turn to enter the provinces 
ſubdued by Nagar, in hopes of puſhing their 
conqueſts a great way. It was a difficult 
matter for the queen of Golconda to face them 
Be | every 
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every where at once; the confederate army 
in Feldrans lay quiet, which contradicted the 

rumour that was ſpread of its being juſt a- 
bout to attack Kalife Sultan; to ſay the 
truth, there was little room to imagine that 
the allies had thoughts of diſturbing ſo ex- 
perienced a general, poſted advantageouſly, 
againſt whom it was dangerous to venture to 
expoſe themſelves with a much inferior army. 
Luckily for the queen of Golconda, Selim 
Kan, king of Thibet, and Raja of Labor, 
prevailed on by the ſolicitations, and ſtill 
more by the ſubſidies of the emperor of Ja- 
pan, declared for her, and ſent twenty two 
thouſand men to the relief of prince Salcher. 
This reinforcement enabled him to retake 
moſt of thoſe places which the king of Za- 
gathay had made himſelf maſter of, and force 
this monarch to retire ſo much the more pre- 
_ cipitately, as, on the one hand, he dreaded 
being forced to come to a battle, which he 
muſt probably have loſt, his army being con- 
ſiderably leſſened by ſickneſs and deſertion; 
and, on the other hand, it was of importance 
to protect the province of Bacar, which a. 
 Golcondeſe army newly aſſembled threaten'd 

to invade. Gion Kan's retreat was ſo preci- 
pitate, that he had not time to take out the 
garriſons he had in the city of Fenupar, and 
two or three other places, the greateſt part 
of which were made priſoners of war; above 


eight thouſand men went out of Fenupar 
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with an immenſe booty, but they were ſo 
harraſſed by the enemy, that few rejoined 
their grand army. Such was the iſſue of 
Gion Kan's enterprize, which the adherents 
of Nagar in plain terms called a piece of 
| knight-errantry. It might however have 
merited another name, if Sha Sepbi's illneſs 
had not thrown ſome obſtacles in the way 
to the execution of a deſign that was formed 
to attack ' Salcher, force him to repaſs the 
Indus, and harraſs him to ſuch a degree in 
his retreat, as ſhould difable him from ma- 
king head againſt the king of Zagathay; or if, 
after the Sophi's recovery, there had been a 
poſſibility of marching quick enough to over- 
take and fall upon the Golcondeſe, or to get 
them between the fire of the king of Zaga- 
thay*s troops and thoſe of Pera; or, in fine, 
if the ſeaſon had permitted them to pene- 
trate far enough into the queen of Golconda's 
territories, to force Salcher to march thither, 
and by this diverſion to ſet the king of Za- 
gathay at liberty, who would then have been. 
ſtrong enough, at leaſt, to preſerve his con- 
queſts. 

The queen of Golconda's ſucceſs againſt 
Gion Kan was balanced by the loſs of ſome 
places, and, amongſt others, of a large town 
which the Sophi took after a long and bloody 
ſiege, and by Sha Baſtan's retaking part of the 
Viſapouran. Theſe different expeditions put 


an end to the campaign, and each party 
went 
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went into winter quarters. Per/ia, with a 
view of being in readineſs to commence ho- 
ſtilities early the next year, made preparat.- 
ons to winter, by conſent or force, in the ter- 
ritories of the Rajas of Guzarate, Bucer 
and Multan, forty thouſand men under tte 
command of Azer, who was again taken in- 
to favour. They even declared that this ar- 
my was intended to attack the principality of 
Cabul, or to penetrate into the dominions of 
the king of Zagathay, to oblige him to ad- 
here firmly to his engagements, if he diſco- 
vered any deſign of deſerting the common 
cauſe, which there was reaſon to apprehend. 
The Soph: was impatiently expected at V 
pahan, where he at length arrived, and was 
received with the acclamations of the inhabi- 
tants, as much elated with the pleaſure of 
ſeeing again a prince they adored, as they 
had been dejected with the fear of loſing 
him. His illneſs proved fatal to none but 
Ofiria and her ſiſter Doghdon, who with ſe- 
veral other ladies of the court followed him 
into Fetdrans, and from thence to the Indus; for 
they had orders to depart immediately, and 
were deprived of the poſts they ſtood in- 
debted to the Sophi's affection for. But his 
recovery put an end to their diſgrace, and 
they came back to court, where their triumph 
was the more compleat, in as much as their 
places were reſtored to them, and Sha Sophi 
gave Ofirig new proofs of his affection. This 
I T 3 favourite, 
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favourite, ſoon after being recalled, was 
ſeized with an illneſs, that occaſioned her 
death. Some ſuſpected ſhe was poiſoned, 
and others aſcribed her death to a medi- 
cine unſeaſonably given, and ſome, in fine, 


imagin'd it was owing to an exceſs of joy. 


She died immenſely rich, and left all her for- 
tune to her ſiſters. Sha Sepbi was extremely 
afflicted for the loſs of Ofiria, but affairs of 
importance diverted his grief; of theſe the 
marriage of the prince of Per/ia with a 
daughter of the emperor of China, which 
was juſt concluded, was none of the leaſt; 
and it was neceſſary to think of ſending an 
embaſſador to demand the princeſs in form. 
All the noblemen of the higheſt rank were 
ambitious of this honour : Mira, the young 
prince's governor, inſiſted that it belonged 
to him, not only in right of his office, but 
alſo on account of his illuſtrious birth and 
rank ; tho' his merit, excluſive of the ad- 
advantage of having had the care of the edu- 
cation of the preſumptive heir of the crown, 
was ſufficient to incline S Sephi to give him 
the preference. But he was baniſhed the court 
a few days before his ſovereign's return from 
the army: and his diſgrace was ſo ſudden, 
that only a few hours were allowed him and 

his lady to obey the king's orders. He was 
in the decline of life, difficult of acceſs, in- 
flexible in his reſolutions, unambitious, and 
aſked no favours; and was rather of a moroſe, 
- N uncom- 


uncomplying temper, but otherwiſe very 
worthy, by the dignity of his ſentiments, and 
his ſingular probity, of the preference Sha 
Sephi had given him to educate his ſucceſſor. 
His baniſhment was occaſioned by ſome im- 
prudent diſcourſes, raſhly held, and more une 
adviſedly related. 

In the mean time there were dite re- 
ports every day about the choice of a perſon 
for the embaſſy to China; but at length the 
Sopbi put the public out of all doubt by no- 
minating the Moullab Baubec Kan, who was 
at this juncture embaſſador at the court of 
Peking. Sha Sepbi's love of ceconomy was 
as powerful a motive to the nomination of 
this Moullab, as the earneſt ſolicitations of 
his friends, who were too wile to let ilip fo 
fine an occaſion of em powering him to make 
a moſt ample tortune. 

At the fame time that Mirza was baniſh- 
ed, Azouf, who had been governor to the 
prince of Feſſeing*s ſon, ſhared the ſame late. 
And this was the more ſurprizing, as he was 
nearly related to Taxis and Neamed, both of 
them miniſters in great favour, who had in- 
troduced him to court, and till then kept 
him in. His conduct had rendered him ſo 
little beloved, that hardly any body regretted 
his diſgrace. 

Several courtiers, amongſt whom there 
were ſome the Sophi had treated with diſtinc- 


tion, loſt the favour of their prince, tor ha- 
ving 
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ving taken the liberty to diſapprove his in- 
tention of reſtoring the young Sevagi, and 
conſequently the to princes his couſins, the 
ſons of Soliman, to all the honours, rights 
and privileges that Sha Abbas the Great had 
ſolemnly granted to their fathers, of which, 
after his death, they were authentically de- 
prived, at leaſt with reſpect to their poſteri- 
ty. Theſe princes had this injuſtice done 
them, chiefly at the requeſt of Mirza Haddi, 
and at the inſtigation of his mother Roxana, 
their ſiſter, a violent woman, who perceiv'd 
not that ſhe diſhonoured herſelf, by thus 
proſecuting her revenge on her brothers. 
The moſt odious part this princeſs acted in 
the affair, was her making her own ſon the 
firſt promoter of her revenge, at the very 
time he was engaged in a party of pleaſure at 
Sevagi's his father's ſeat. 

The motive that urged the $9p4: to revive 
the decrees of Sha Abbas the Great, was the 
marriage of the young prince Sevagi with A. 
nais, a niece of prince Jeſſeing's, the ſolem- 
nization of which they deſired might be pre- 
ceded by this act of the royal authority. It 
was natural enough for Sh Sephi to give di- 
ſtinguiſhing marks of his friendſhip, to a 
. princeſs who was related to him, and to do all 
that could be expected from the ſovereign 
power in favour of her iſſue. But the major 
part of the nobility, jealous of tranſmitting 
their rights and quality unblemiſhed to their 
* Poſterity, 
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poſterity, ſeemed deſirous of oppoſing it; 
and this affair cauſed great agitations at court. 

The moſt prudent part were ſilent, but thoſe 
who had leſs circumſpection could not for- 
bear talking, and were puniſhed with baniſh- 


ment. But notwithſtanding theſe proofs of 


the Sophi's ſeverity, and whatever favourable 
inclinations he had for Sevagi, his deſign 
could not but meet with great difficulties, 
nor his ſupreme power prevent proteſts be- 
ing made, and other acts regiſtered againſt it. 

Anais, young, pretty, and of the blood 
royal by her mother's ſide, was a match ca- 
pable of flattering the inclination and ambiti- 
on of Sevagi. She was very near being mar- 


tried to Mirgi Mola. Her mother Scheraza= 


de conducted matters ſo artfully, that ſhe got 
the better of Zephis, Fulnia's mother, and 
they were juſt bringing things to a concluſion, 
when the latter ſet ſome new ſprings in mo- 
tion, and defeated the hopes of Scheragade. 
The court was then at a palace a day's jour- 
ney from Iſpaban, and Scherazade enjoyed 
all the ſatisfaction that a mother, certain of a 
great match for her daughter, can feel; ſhe 
miſtruſted nothing, and it was with the ut- 
moſt ſurpriſe ſhe learnt one evening that ſhe 
muſt give up all hopes of prince Mirg: Mela. 
At firſt ſhe could not believe it, but deſirous 
of certainty ſhe ſet out directly for Ipaban, 
and went to the palace of Jeſſeing, where ſhe 
had this Melancholy news confirmed. 225 
gri 
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grief was violent on this occafion, but it did 
not make her forget, the marriage was not 
yet ſolemnized, and, therefore, there was 
room for hopes: ſhe did all that an affair fo 
advantageous, in every reſpect, merited, but 
had the mortification to ſee her deſign diſ- 
appointed. Prince Sevagi's alliance was ſome 
comfort to her, if a difference in quality and 
riches can afford an ambitious mind any con- 
folation. 

At the ſame time Zenſea, a Perſian officer, 
who was diſgraced ſome months before, in a 
moſt infamous manner, for having made a 
diſhonourable capitulation in a fortreſs he had 
the command of, which it was ſuppoſed he 
need not have ſurrendered, juſtify'd himſelf, 
and was reſtored to his former rank: an ex- 
cellent example of the juſtice, and ſtill more 
of the goodneſs and moderation of Sha Sepbi. 
A leſs merciful government would have ac- 
ted very differently ; and immediately taken 
away the life of the officer, who in this caſe 
would have deſerved the more to be pitied 
under his misfortune, as the bringing him to 
his trial too precipitately would have de- 
pnved him 48 the means of repairing his ho- 
nour and reputation. 

The preparations for the marriage of the 
prince of Perſia did not hinder the Sophi 
from giving a particular attention to the 

means of carrying on the war vigorouſly: 


new levies were made, and a great — 
; | 0 
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of forces ſent into Feldrans, where a report 
ſpread that the Perſians would open the cam- 
paign betimes with the ſiege of an impor- 
tant place. People ſpoke poſitively of an 
approaching grand promotion of general of- 
ficers; in ſhort, diſpoſitions were making to 
act offenſively with great vigour the follow- 
ing year, notwithſtanding the treaties of ac- 
commodation that were on the anvil, and the 
ſincere inclination the Sophi profeſſed to con- 
tribute to the repoſe of 4fia. The queen of 
Golconda, the emperor of Japan, and their 
allies, neglected nothing on their fide to ren- 
der their arms victorious ; they depended on 
receiving conſiderable aſſiſtance from Rufſia 
in the ſpring, and flattered themſelves with 
engaging ſeveral princes to enter into alliance 
with them, by their negotiations during the 
winter, and even with overcoming the un- 
willingneſs the Falekeldarians diſcovered of 
entering into a war, or to declare againſt Sha 
Baſkan, with whom their king, as prince of 
the empire of Magol, concluded an alliance 
ſome months ſince by the treaty of Amada- 
bat, in conjunction with the king of Zaga- 
thay, the Raja of Brampour, and ſome other 
powers. wi 
Such was the ſituation of public affairs, 
when Remana, the only ſiſter of the queen of 
Golconda, who was married a year before to 
prince Salcher, died in the capital of that part 
of Feldrans, belonging to the houſe of Del} > 
_2 O 


[ 216 ] 
of which ſhe was governeſs. This princeſs 
was extremely regretted ; ſhe was twenty fix 
years of age; her goodneſs, humanity, de- 
lightful remper and beauty, which ſeveral 
reckoned beyond her ſiſter's, made her ador- 
ed by the people, and rendered her loſs the 
more ſenſible. A bad labour, which produced 
a dead child, threw her into a languiſhing 
illneſs, that laſted two months, which all the 
art of the moſt eminent phyſicians could not 
cure. The death of this princeſs gave the 
queen of Golconda an advantage, by annul- 
hng the clauſe of her contract of marriage 
with Narfic, which ſtipulated, that in caſe 
ſhe had no iſſue male, and on the contr 
that if Remana had, thelatter ſhould be ſolely 
entitled to the ſucceſſion of the hereditary 
poſſeſſions of the houſe of Delly, to the ex- 
cluſion of the daughters of Nagar. Tho” 
the queen of Golconda had a prince, and 
might expect more, yet there would always 
have been room to make her uneaſy as to 
futurity, if Remana had left any ſons behind 
her, whereas her dying without iſſue ba- 
niſhed all kind of inquietude ; a motive pro- 
per enough to conſole her for the loſs of her 
ſiſter. | 
An accident that happened ſoon after Re- 
mana's deceaſe, afforded ample matter of 
ſpeculation to the politicians. After the Per- 
ſian troo s were gone into quarters, Scadeck, 


inſtead of returning to Ißſpaban, ſet out from 
the 
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the army, in company with his brother and a 


numerous retinue. He went directly to Sha 


Baſtan, and proceeded thence on his; Journey 
by the frontiers of Cabul, in order, as it was 
reported, to attend the king of Zagathay, 
and concert with him the operations of the 
enſuing campaign. Perhaps his orders were 
to remove the fears of this uneaſy and diſ- 
contented prince, who complain'd loudly of 
the Perſians for not attacking the Golcondeſe 
on their repaſſing the Indus, or at leaſt for 
not purſuing them in their retreat towards 
Jenupar; a double fault, which, he ſaid, had 
been of infinite diſſervice to the common 
cauſe, ſince it had forced him to abandon his 
conqueſts, and retire with precipitation be- 
fore an enemy, who might have been de- 
ſtroy'd, or ſuffer ſeverely between two fires, ' 
if the Perſians had either fought, or cloſely ' 
purſued them. The war that was on foot 
having been Scadeck's favourite project, it 
concerned him greatly that Perſia ſhould 
carry it on with honour, and as he was well 
known and eſteemed by the king of Zaga- 
thay, it was very evident his journey was 
undertaken with no other view, but to con- 
fer with this prince. Scadeck, whoſe rout 
was no ſecret, being arrived at the frontiers 
of Cabul, was ſeized as a Perſian general 
with all his retinue, for want of paſſeports, 

and under pretence of the war that was de- 


clared by Sha Sephi againſt Chanavas Kar, 
U emperor 
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- emperor of Japan, and Raja of Cabul. Some. 
looked upon this affair as likely to be attend- 
ed with great conſequences; and others as a 
ſtratagem. And indeed it ſeemed contrary 
A to good ſenſe, that Scadeck, in order to go to 
E: Altteck, ſhould chuſe the road of Cabul, be- bs 


fore the common road, and in this caſe ne- 
glect furniſhing himſelf with paſſeports, at 
leaſt unleſs he had conceived a premeditated 
deſign to be arreſted, that by his confine- 
ment Per/ia, who perhaps miſtruſted, or 
grew tir'd of the king of Zagathay, might 
have a plauſible pretence of coming to a 
rupture with him, or of juſtifying herſelf, if 
the future operations were not to this prince's 
mind, ſuppoſing he continued firm in the 
alliance. But the precipitate departure of 
this monarch from his capital to his army, 
which he left but a few days before, preciſe- 
ly at the time that Scadecꝶ was upon the road, 
and, as ſaid, coming to his court, gave room 
* to think that G Kan would avoid coming 
to any conference, and of courſe renounce 
the treaty of Amadabat. Others ſuſpected 
that Scadeck only took the road of the fron- 


ö a tiers of Cabul, to examine in perſon, if it 
3 were not practicable for the Perſfan army, 


| which was on the ficle of Guzerate and Mul- 
tan, to penctrate into this principality, by 

| conducting it along mountains, difficult of 
approach indeed, but not impaſſable. There 
was the more foundation for this ſuſpicion, 
as 
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as theſe mountains were thought a ſufficient 


defence of themſelves, and therefore neither 
guarded nor fortified, and Scadeck endea- 

voured to paſs them with all his retinue, a-- 
mongſt which it was faid, there were ſeveral 

ſkilful officers and engineers, capable of 
taking a plan of the ground. Some carry'd 

their conjectures further, and conceived that 
the ſeizing of Seadeck in the country of Ca- 
bul was only a feint; that by being carried o- 
ver to Japan, as it was not doubted he would, 
he might have an eaſy means of entering into 
negociations with that emperor, in order ta 
bring about a genera], or, at leaſt, a ſeparate 

cage. 

In the mean time a report was ſpread that 
Sha Sepbi would ſoon grant the Gaures the 
free and publick exerciſe of their religion, 
thro'his dominions, This project, which ſome 
people look'd on as a maſter-ſtroke of policy, 
met with great contradiction z many doubt 4 
it, others judged the execution of it impracti- 
cable, as it ſeemed to bid defiance to the 
clergy, or Mahometan prieſthood, a body of 
men always ready to diſcover an outrageous 
zeal, and who, by their authority over phe 
minds of a bigotted and ignorant people, 
would overturn the ſtate, rather than ſuffer 
what they call an innovation in religion. 

If one may riſque giving his opinion as 
to the deſigns aſcribed to ſovereigns, this 
| U 2 ſcheme 
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ſcheme ſeems neither imaginary, nor impoſſi- 

ble to be executed. | 
_ However extenſive or populous the Per- 
fian empire may be, the great loſſes it has 
ſuſtained, during a war of three years and a 
half, have greatly leſſened the number of 
people. The late levies were not made with- 
out great difficulty ; ſince, inſtead of youths, 
they were obliged to preſs marry'd men. 
The troops ſo levy'd in the different pro- 
vinces were, for the moſt part, underſiz'd, 
boys, and ſo weak that many died before 
they could reach their places of rendezvous. 
The old regiments were worn out, and re- 
tained nothing but the name. Scarce was 
there in each one hundred men, who had 
ſeen the ſervice, or were fit to train the new 
recruits, or to inſpire them with what is 
called a martial ardour. There was all ima- 
ginable appearance that the war would be 
long and bloody. The new militia were 
not to be depended on, till they had paſſed 
three years in garriſon. It was yet neceſſa- 
ry to complete the regiments, as well as to 
replace the draughts made each vear from 
the garriſons, for the ſervice of the cam- 
pan. In the mean time the peaſants, who 
were the nurſery of the army, fail'd. The 
. impoſſibility of paying the taxes, and a uni- 
verſal want, had Ge late years forced the 
greateſt part of them to abandon their dwel- 
Lngs, and the cultivation of their grounds, 
and 
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and even to leave their country, which could 
not but occaſion a ſenſible decreaſe in the 
Sophi's revenues. This deficiency again af- 
fected the war : it was of the laſt importance 
to put a ſpeedy remedy to theſe evils. The 


- molt effectual way, without difpute, to do 


this, was to procure a new ſtock of people, 
who might become a ſupport to the ſtate, 
both by furniſhing men and money. The 
choice of this new ſtock of people was no 
indifferent matter. It was natural to prefer 
thoſe who, by their birth or origin, were u- 
nited to the ſtate, and conſequently poſ- 
ſe ſſed of that patriotiſm which ſeems born 
with all men, or that ſecret affection which 
children have for the native country of their 
parents. The Gaures in general had all 
theſe qualifications. The more induttrious 
and skilful in commerce they had grown, 
by their abode in foreign countries, the 
richer they were, and the fitter for contri- 
buting to make the ſtate flouriſhz ſetting 
aſide religious motives, the perſecution raiſed 
againſt them had done an infinite prejudice 
to Per/ia. The country had been depopula- 
ted by it; manufactures had ſuffered ; the 
revenues of the crown were diminiſhed, while 
ſtrangers were inriched. Important conſi- 
derations for a prince! Ir is no wonder if 
they ſtruck Sha Sephi, and inclined him to 


revoke ſo unjuſt a decree, Every wiſe prince, 
U 3 who 
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who loves truth, and conſults the good of 
his people, and ſtate, will do the ſame. 
Some other motives might have deter- 
mined the Sophi to iffue a new edict in fa- 
vour of the Gaures. There was a vaſt num- 
ber of theſe people diſperſed in different 
kingdoms, eſpecially in thoſe with which 
Perſia was at war. Their confidence in their 
ſovereign, the love of their country, the 
temperature of the climate, and the oppor- 
tunities of making their fortune, might in- 
cline the bulk of them to return; a loſs that 
could not but greatly weaken the powers 
from whom they withdrew. 
It was probable the court had not given 
over all thoughts of encouraging a revolu- 
tion in Japan: Favourable conjunctures 
might contribute to revive it. It was there- 
fore good policy to gain over the Gaures, 
who are numerous in that empire, and ſo 
diſpoſe them before-hand, as not to oppoſe 
the enterprize. 
It ſeemed alſo likely that the Ceylaneſe 
would at laſt openly declare for the queen 
of Golconda, The Gaures formed the moſt 
conſiderable part of their ſubjects ; the re- 
fentment thoſe people had of the perſecution 
they had felt in Perſia, gave them a greater 
averſion for the Perſian name than the na- 
tives themſelves. It was a matter of con- 
tequence to eraſe thoſe ill impreſſions, and 
inſpire others more favourable, ae 
| INCLINE 
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incline thoſe people to wiſh, or perhaps to 


facilitate, the conqueſt of Ceylan for their 
countrymen, if war were once declared be- 
tween the Sophi and the Ceylaneſe. . 

There remained ſtill in the heart of Perſia 
a great number of Gayreſe families, who pri- 


vately followed their religion, tho? not with- 


out ſecret murmurs at the reſtraint. The ene- 
mies of Perſia were not ignorant of this; 
and it was to be apprehended they might un- 
der-hand engage this ſect, which wanted 
not men of credit, to raiſe a rebellion, or 
civil war, which, ſupported by foreign aſ- 
ſiſtance, might prove fatal to the kingdom. 
It ſeemed prudent, therefore, to prevent all 
theſe misfortunes, by intereſting thoſe ſub- 
jects in the honour and preſervation of their 
country: the only way to do this was to 
take them by the paſſion deareſt to all men, 
their religious belief, and the freedom - of 
profeſſing it. So politick a conduct could 
not fail of ſucceſs, becauſe the Gaures would 
think themſclves happy to be put on an e- 
quality with their fellow-ſubjects, whom they 
would ſtrive to emulate, both in zeal and fi- 
delity. F P 
As to the oppoſition of the prieſt-hood, 
if it be coolly examined, it will be found: 
not unſurmountable. The right of judging; 
lies in the chief men, in whoſe power it is 
to ſilence thoſe who might influence the peo- 
ple. Theſe maſter-keys tune the leſſer a 
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but all men know that theſe perſons are not 
free from ambition or ſelf-intereſt, or the 
defire of making a figure, and gaining credit 
at court: conſequently the court has it evet 
in its power to make theſe great ſprings of 
action move as it pleaſes, and accordingly 
give motion to the ſubordinate wheels. 

There is in Perſia another ſet of men, 
more dangerous, as they are ſeemingly in- 
dependent, and have apparently nothing to 
loſe, I mean the Faquirs: but a very ſlen- 
der attention to their uſeleſſneſs, to their in- 
ſtitution, and its different changes; to their 
ſelf-intereſt, and the artifices they employ 
to ſerve it; their dread of a ſtrict inquiry 
into their real poſſeſſions, and the advantages 
of prohibiting them all commerce with the 
world; a ſettled reſolution to make them 
immediately dependent on the ſecular cler- 
gy, and under rigorous penalties to forbid 
their admitting perſons above a certain age, 
might furniſh ſufficient means to keep them 
in awe, and prevent their oppoſition. 

Some will perhaps think we have been 
too tedious on this project, as it is founded 
only on common report. Yet, if we conſi- 
der the grear importance of the ſcheme, our 
_ readers will perhaps be pleaſed to ſee the 
motives which recommended it to the court 
of Perſia, as well as the means which ſeemed 
to us moſt FRI 4 to carry it into exe- 


cution. 
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Lewenhaupt 

Neamed, C. D'Argenſon 

O 


Olahi, Don Carlos 
Omrahs, Princes of the 


empire 
Onu- 
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Onumar, C. Plelo 
Orcan, C. de Charolois 
Orixa, Guaſftalla 
O/iria, Dutchels of Cha- 
teaux 1 | | 


Peking, Madrid 
Perfia, France 


Phadek, Czar Peter the 
Great | | 
Poledsl, Lye,0,p,o,l,d 
Prince ef Perſia, Dauphin 
2 R 


Remana, Mary Anne, 
late wife to Pr. Charles 
Retima, Marchioneſs of 
M—e 5 
Regza, Count Thoring 
Rhedi, M. Orry I 
Rica, C. de Maurepas 
Roxana, Dutcheſs dow- 
ager of Maine 
Rutor Sha, D. Harcourt 
8. 
Saheb, Mademoſ. de Sens 
Salcher, C, h, a, r, I, e,s 
Sambal, Moravia 


Scherezade, Dutcheſs of 


Modena 
Schiras, Cambray 
Secandra, Lantz 
Segeddin, C. de Gages 
Serif, M. Coigny 
Seipho, J, c, , e, p, h 
Segeſiran, Weſtphalia 
Selatibeb, E, l, i, f, a, b, e, t, h 
Separ I, Ferdinand J. 
Sevagi, C. de Tholouſe 
| Sewvagi, young, D. de Pen- 
thievre 
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She Abbas I, the Great, 
Lewis XIV. 1 
Sha Sephi, Lewis XV, 
Sha Reſſinc Frola, Charles 
VI. Emperor 
ShaBaskan,Cha. VII. Emp. 
ShaAsketi, K. of Portugal 
Sigoken, Ct. Ronigſegg. 
Selim Kan, K. of Poland 
Sephi Mirza, Dauphin,el- 
deſt Son to Lewis XIV, 
Sophi, K. of France 
Soulaki, M. de Minas 
Sydamecł, M. de Chetardie 
Suj ab, Marth. d'Asfelt 
Sultana Q. - Q. of France 


Tachmene, M. D' Antin 
Tatta, Lorraine | 
Taxis, | Marg. d Argenſon 


unguin, Venice 


Viſapour, Bavaria 


Viſapour City, Munich 
Vristnub, B, r, u, n ſ, v, i, K 
Ubecks, Pruſſians 

X. 
Xura, Count Traun 

Wo: 
Terid, Ct de Glimes 


Z. 
Zelide, Cis. of Tolouſe * 
ZLieky, Gen. Feſtititz 
Zerem, M. Chauvigny 
Zenderou, The Seine 


- Zephis, Dutcheſs of Bour- 


bon Conde 
Zenſea, C. Heronville 


Cali 


a Prieſt 


Moullab, 'A 
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off Toulon 
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| Diver Beth, Prefident i in One Shis, * Poder 


\ 3 I tte council of fate > Fajareſe Adm. Mathews 


_ Fine ee Houſheld 
_- == Troops 

| 8 an Booty di age 

: _ Siege of -Com - | 
Martine Town of China, 
3 Cartagena in America 
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r Aan. Leſtock 


= . Monks and Friars Young Prince, Pretender 3 
1 Gare, Proteſtants g Son n 

= - Aale,, à Lord of n. Maritime Town, Dunkirk 
x Bed 8 as 


A confiderable” Fortreſi, 
. Friburgh in the Briſgaw 


Cebeick 11 Salome, an r Towns mortgaged 10 the 
apone/e P rojeftor, MrLaw 
Act ion on the L anf, 
Sers Soliman and Seva- 
e., Prince de Dombes, 
And Count d' Eu 


Ceylaneſe, Barrier 
Towns in the hands of 
the Dutch | 

Formidable Lines, Lines 
of Lauterburgh 

Golcondeſe General, Col, 
Mentzel 

Minijler at the Court of 
Ruffia, M. de Botta 


. Hali, Sec, Jeſuites 
Omar, Sea, - Janſeniſts 

| Goulams, Slaves, Dragoons 

1 Naval Action, Sea F icht R evolted e, Corſi, 


